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Itis a full half century since no inconsiderable part of the
world was plunged into vigorous and often excited con-
troversy over the thesis and the arguments of a book by
Henry George. He called it Progress and Poverty. The very
title was abundant in challenge, and the argument of the
book was more challenging still. Henry George pressed the
question as to why it is that with all the vaunted progress
that society has made and is making, there should still he
so much poverty and want, and such apparently permanent
lines of division between the great mass of those who
prosper and the great mass of those who do not. While
Henry George lived and met the public face to face upon
the platform, his vigorous personality gained him many fol-
lowers and made many advocates of his opinions. The years
that have passed have set his economic analysis and eco-
nomic teaching in due perspective, and enable us now to
consider them with a just sense of their permanent impor-
tance and with regard to the soundness of their underlying-
principles.

It may be said at once that so far as Henry George pointed - -

to privilege as an unbecoming, unfair and indeed disastrous
accompaniment of progress, his teaching has passed into- _
economic theory everywhere. Sound economists in every
land accept and support economic equality and economic
opportunity as fundamental. Not many economists of high
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