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Concluded from Last Month:

Mutiny on the Manor

Many men of the Hudson valley
fought valiantly against the British
in the War of the Revolution be-
cause they believed that once the
Revelution was won, net only would
the feudal system. of the patroon-
ships be abolished by a new demo-
cratic government but that the large
estates formerly owned by the Tories
would be confiscated and divided up
into small farms for independent
farmers. 'They weré tired of pay-
~ing toll to the manor lord for the
privilege of working manor lands—
a tribute due the lord only because
an ancestor had heen lucky enough
to be first on the river land. And
by May, 1775, two bhundred and
twenty-five Hudson River men
sipned their names to a sheepskin
parchment on which it had been
wriiten that they .were  resolved
“pnever to become slaves,” and that

they would not consent to be ruled
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save by themselves. They -were

ready to -fight - valiantly “for their.
riverside land andtheir liberty, and

this they did under George Clinton,
a burly country lawyer, son of a
farmer, He lived-on 'a hill farm
and knew what he was fighting for,
and the other farmers k_new he could
be trusted. .

At the end of the.war, these farm-
ers. were exultant. ‘There were
thousands of acres along the Hud-
gon that had belonged to. the Tories
and these were to “be divided up.
But the men of small .means did not
get the. slices of Tory land they had
expected. Land speculators fell up-
on the confiscated propérties lke
viiures upon carrmn and even the
landed farhilies who- had favored in-
dependence did not hesitate to grab
what they could of the eéstates strip-
ped from those who had sympa-

thized with the British. The Liv-
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ingstons, the " Gouverneurs, = the
Roosevelts and thé Beekmans man-
aged to get' the bulk of the James
De Lancey estate into their posses-
sion; with this substantial economic
backing these families were able to
play an important role in the so-
cial, political and business life of
the new republic..

But the condition of the farmers
remained much the same, On the
hu.ndreds of thousands of acres of
the Van Rensselaer Grant on the
Livingston Ma.nor the farmers still
lived on land first taken .on .per-
petual lease by their ancestors. If
they sdld that land they were bhound
to pay a quarter of the price to the
manor lord who had forced them
into feudal $ervitude, which consist-
ed not only of sharing crops with
the proprietor, but of rendering me-
nial service to him as well. The

feudal barons refused to sell their
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lands because they could live very
comfortably on the poultry and crops
due thém annually, and their oper-

ating costs were low hecause of the.

days of labor éach tenant must ren-
der them. There was no use lo point
out that the American Revoluiion
had been fought to free men from
just such tyranny: the ‘manor lords,
or their agents, replicd blandly that
the Livingstones and the Van Rens-
selaers were heroes of the American
Revolution, and would continue to
have officers 6f the law of the land
collect rents from farmers in ar-
rears, '

The last act in the great drama to
abolish feudalism in the Hudson
Valley was a most exciting one. In
1844, Dr, Smith Royghton moved in-
to Columbiz county from Rensselaer
tounty, and in g short time it was
rumored that the young physician’s
€3l on his neighbers were not mere-
1y professional. He was said to be
telling the tenants that the titles
to the vast lang -grants were not
secure and that He planned to dis-
credit these titles in the courts, He
began organizing: the farmers who
flecked to his standard, and. he
dressed them in long caHeo skirts,
He harangued them wherever pos-
sible: “Down with the rent! “The
manor lords have taken from us
and our fathers in rents many times
what our land is worth. Do not pay
these robbers who refuse honmest cit-
izeng the right to own their own
‘homes,” The men ¥Betame known
as ‘the “Calico Indiang"

There was trouble when Sheriff
Henry Miller was about 1o -auction
the farms of Steve Decker and Ahe
Vosburgh, who had gotten .behind
in " paying their  annual tribute of
chickens and wheat to’ the Van
Rensselaers. The Calico Indians ap-
peared, topk the  papers from the
sheriff at the point of a gun and
threw . them ‘inte ‘the flames of a
blazing tar barrel to the swild shouts
of a large crowd of temants. But a
few days later Dr. Boughton was
arrested and lodged in the jail in
Hudson, The inhabitants of the
town were. nérvously tenge. Troops
were called out, and soon. the. imms
were packed with militia, Rut there
was no bloodshed. Boughton' was

tried n March, but since not enough

witngsses could be found to swear
that he was chief of the Calico In-
dians, the jury disagreed, and the
defendant was out on bail in July.
He was to be given a hew trial in
September, 3845,

Feeling grew hitter during the
summer; the courthouse was crowd-
ed when the new trial began on Sep-
tember 3. In his opening address,
Judge John 'W. Edmonds denounced
in the severest terms the lawbreak-
ers' who had taken part in the vio-
lent outbreaks ‘against the manor
lords, Nevertheless, said the Judge,
he had -frequently noted that ‘the
men who owned their own larnd
seemed to be superior in intelligence,
morals and industry to those men
Who held leases from the manor lords.
But viclence would he of o avail,
nor could they expect the legislature
to pass laws impaiting the obliga-
tions of contracts. Only public opin-
ion and a 'sense - of justice might
bring about an amiicdble settlement
of their grievances.” But the farm-
€rs complained that they had waited
for more than a hundred years for
public opinion and a gense of jus-
tice fo do something,

It took two weeks to complete a
Jury. Desperately the defense tried
to get at least one: south-county
down-renter” accepted, but in vain.
Onee the jury wag completed, John
Van Buren, attorncy general of the
state, furned eight hours of oratory
upon them. Counsel Jordan, know-
ing that he was fighting a losihg
battle against the great manor lords,
against & -prejudiced . court, -and
against the letter of-.ihe law itself,
made the speech of his life- full: of
disillusions. and bitterness, Judge
Edmond’s charge to the jury ended
at eight in the evening and the jury
retired, B )

-All that night the roads leading
to. Hudson were choked with wag-
ons as -the’ down-rent farmers rode
to town with: hope in .their hearts,
and in the morning they steod in a
great crowd. about  the -“eourthouse.
At last there was. “the: sound of -'a
bell, which signified - that - ke jury
had agreed.  The Judge returned to
the . courtroom. “The prisoner, when
asked if. he “had anything  to - say
why senténce of the law ghoyld not
be - pronounced. upon him, . veplied

‘was smade’ for it
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simply that he had never gone any-

thing forhidden by the couniry’s in-
stitutibns s’ he understood them.
The Judge then said that the priso-
ner had been convicted of the crime
of high treason — armed rebellion
against a lawful government. Hs
had come as a volunteer agitator
lato the county, where the tenantry
had been duiet, orderly, ang law-
abiding. He had been the first: to
introduee disguise for the purpose
of evading the law, “In imitation
of your example, peaceable inhabi-
fants have been driven from their
homes at night. Houses have heen
torn down, farms laid wasts, the law
forcibly resisted, and the officers of
justice fired upon and woynded
while in the discharge of their of-
fieial duty.

“The sentence of the court is that
Jou be confined in the state prison
in the county of Clinton at hard.la-
bor, for the term of Your " natyral
life.”

The down-rent farmers fully real-
ized once more that they had lost:in
the century-old struggle with -fhe
up-rent manor lords. The Dbest lead-
er “the farmers had ever had was
taken away, In the heart of a free
land a man might not own a home
without paying tribute. Teudalism
and crop-sharing still held srway-f in
the up-river counties, The institu-
tion seemed to he proving that man
But! ingtitutions
grow out of the ideas of men. Men
change. 8o do their. ideas, ideclogies,
and -institutions. oo

“But would feudalism eling perma-
nently to.the banks. of ‘the Hydson?
Public -opinien may become a pow-
erful. weapon, . and . even: a . century
age the means of influencing it were
many. QOne of the most -spectacylar
g‘ned_mms in . this process was the
showhoat. .  When ' the trial of Dr.
Boughton already had the people. of
the - Hudson - valley seething . with
rage, the awners of the -shewhoat,
“*Terple . of the Muses,”  pulled
play .out of their .repertoire. called
“The Rent -Day.” Although the au-
thor,” Douglas Jerreld, portrayed the
terrible .condition. of :the English
Peasantry, 'the audience at once vis-
ualized . “the debt-ridden. . tenantry
along the Hudson, Hence the shovr.
ing. 0f.“The Rent.Day” did for the
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condltmns anng the Hudson what.
“Tobaceo: Road” did almost a cen--
tury later for conditions antong the .
.pill. people of Georgia. The hero
was an -henest farmer whom ‘the -

landlord’s agent swindled and bul-

ficd. Thousands of farmers . and

_farmers’ - sympathizers identified

themselves with the hero in his sad .
plight, The manor lords of the Hud- !
son 4id not greet with enthusiasm :
the climax- of the play, when the :
" landlord released his {emant from

further rents:

“This farm has, I hear, been in
your family for sixty years. May it

remain so while the country stands! |

Temorrow shall give you a freehold-
er's right to it

The enthusiastic applause from
the audience was a broad hint that

sitnilar action on the part of the

Hudson valley landlords would be
greeted with even heartier response
by their poverfy stricken tenants,

The down-rent farmers. did not
know that their defeat representéd
by the imprisonment of Dr. Bough-
fon was in reality.a victory, The
doctor, ag he entered Clinton Prison,

had eclaimed "that ‘he represented

‘“two hundred thousand honorable
mén”. And these, with hundreds of
tnousands more, at.the mext year's
election swept John Youngs inlo the
governerd <hair.  As a result the
parden of Boughtor and other im-
prisoned down-rent rioters was ob-
taified, and the state- constitution -of
1846 was adopted, Whlch finally did
av.{ay_w1th feudalism inthe Hudson
Valley. - Thus 4 major change was

effected withoiit benefit of revoiu- |

tion. - Democracy was proving that
it could work. -And though the peo-
ple -of the Franklin Community . and
the Vegetarian Colény, the Owenites,
and - the .Jews in the refuge of Sho-
lam, all saw their utopian democra-
cies on -the Hudson fail of survival,
democracy itself was proving - that
it  was resilient and long-lived.

I.speuk  the pass-word primeval, 1 Cplive
" 1he wign of  demoeracy,

By God! I will aceept’ not‘nng which all

© . gannet - hma theit cutmtcrpart of on
. the same terin,

. Wall Whitman,
“gopg - of -Byseld”



