Preface

Joseph Fels’ widow twice issued memorials to her
husband—Joseph Fels: His Life-Work (1916) and The
Life of Joseph Fels (1940)—but these are posthumous
eulogies rather than biographies, two slightly different
versions of more or less the same strangely organized
and partly ghostwritten material. They are indispens-
able guides and sources, but they are as noteworthy
for their omissions and superficialities as for their con-
tents. Only scattered facts survive from Joseph Fels’
early years and for the history of his family, mostly
" records of vital statistics. Long, undocumented inter-
vals stretch from one event to another, from births to
emigrations, from land purchases to military service,
from deaths to death notices, (Ironically death notices
and obituaries are sometimes the best available sources
for information about lives.) Moreover, the materials
for reconstructing the significant portion of Joseph Fels’
career vary greatly in quantity and quality, as the cita-
tions for each chapter of this book testify. Certain
chapters rely on records of government hearings and
proceedings, other chapters upon Mr. Fels’ correspon-
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dence, and others draw to some degree upon contempo-
rary periodicals and newspapers. Together the chapters
give a life of Joseph Fels and, I hope, an idea of his
importance.

The Joseph Fels Papers, which were brought together
by the author, are deposited at The Historical Society
of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Original letters and
other manuscripts and papers (now included in the
Papers) were generously made available by Mr. Morris
Green, Mr. Joseph Barnes, and Mrs. Walter Coates.
Included also in my research materials (and also now
in the Papers) are copies of letters to and from Joseph
Fels and other relevant materials taken from the collec-
tions in the George Lansbury Papers in The British
Library of Political and Economic Science, the Fair-
hope (Alabama) Colony Archives, the Zionist Central
Archives in Jerusalem, the Meyer Lissner Papers at
Stanford University, the archives of the London County
Council, and the Dan Bjgrner Papers in the Erhvervsar-
kiv of Denmark. Directors and staffs of these institutions
- were gracious and generous beyond measure.

Many men and women assisted me without stint. By
supplying personal recollections or making available
memorabilia in their possession, the following persons
were particularly helpful: Mr. and Mrs. Frederick P.
Gruenberg, Mr. Leon J. Obermayer, Mr. Harold G. Pile,
Mrs. Mary Heath Lee, Miss Elizabeth Kite, Mr. and
Mrs. Abraharn Blumenthal, Mr. M. Price, and Mr. Dale
Phalen. By their interest, their questions, their sugges-
tions, and their patience, the following persons also
greatly stimulated this undertaking: my friends and
colleagues Professors Thomas C. Cochran, Mary Maples
Dunn, Felix Gilbert, Helen Taft Manning, Caroline
Robbins, Coral Lansbury Salmon, Alain Silvera, Derk
Visser, and Theodore H. von Laue; Messrs. Jobn Shove,
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J. Denyer, A. Roberts, and Joseph Leftwich of London;
Mrs. Caroline Bjgrner, Mr. Jens Nielsen, Mr. and Ms.
Edgar Nielsen, Mrs. Jytte Adam Poulsen, Professor Erik
Rasmussen, and Dr. Viggo Starcke of Denmark. Pro-
fessors Charles Albro Barker and Russell F. Weigley
provided many valuable suggestions for improvements
of the manuscript, while grants from the Madge Miller
Research Fund of Bryn Mawr College and the American
Philosophical Society have underwritten some of the
expenses, and a senior Fulbright research grant to Den-
mark under the sympathetic administration of Mrs.
Karin Fennow of the United States Educational Foun-
dation made completeness possible. Mrs. Marie Burten-
shaw and Mrs. Kathlyn W. Lew performed heroically
as typists and copyreaders. Mr. Gibson Bell Smith and
Miss Martha Brown ably assisted me in the final stages.
I hope this book will be a token of my gratitude for *
the help of all.



