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256 the antioch review

jacket blurbs (by well-known dance
and art critics), which herald it as

‘“a welcome addition to . . .”” “Essen-
tial for an understandingof . . .”

*“. . . best guide to the current

scene. . . ,” etc.

Ms. Banes has chosen an obvious but
wholly appropriate group of dance
innovators about whom she writes
with knowledge and insight. The
book’s format—a critical essay by
Banes, followed by an example of the
artists’ own writing—is a wonderful
way to give a full sense of each chor-
eographer’s work. The portfolio of
Robert Alexander’s photographs is a
joy. There are chronology, notes, and
index, making it an essential addition
to the library of anyone interested in
the contemporary arts.

® Barbara Kohn

Critics of Henry George, ed. by
Robert V. Andelson. Fairleigh Dick-
inson University Press, 424 pp.,
$18.00. The present book is not only
one of the many testimonials to the
1979 centenary of Progress and
Poverty. 1t is also additional evidence
that the rehabilitation of the ideas of
this famous (or notorious) American
economist and social philosopher is
very much alive. No, not as “single
tax” or a panacea, or ‘‘merely land
reform.” The present concern with
the environment, with city and
regional planning, with conservation
of energy and natural resources—
none of these can make much sense
without serious consideration being
given to speculative inflation of land
values and the unearned increment of
land rent. Even the radical press, viz.,
the Wall Street Journal, Time Mag-
azine, and the New York Times, have

recognized the problem and the
pioneer work of George.

Professor Andelson (a philosopher at
Auburn University) has done a great
service in putting together some 27
short essays, from authors here and
abroad, on the history of Georgist
criticism. The critics include well-
known figures like Marshall, Daven-
port, Carver, Seligman, Gronlund
and other earlier Socialists (including
Marx himself), and many others.

The writers of the counter-critical
essays are, for the most part, sym-
pathetic to at least some of George’s
ideas; others are not. In either case
the exposition is moderate, precise,
and (if the word is still usable)
objective. Professor Andelson has
assembled a distinguished and fair-
minded group of writers.

His own contributions, a general
introduction and a concluding
chapter on neo-Georgisms, are excel-
lent. In the latter, he connects
George’s ideas to what has been going
on in the areas of planning and con-
servation, and also shows the possible
conceptual continuities between those
ideas and many of the neo-liberal or
neo-conservative (take your pick)
writers of today.

It is always difficult to review a work
with more than a score of contribu-
tors, except to use the cliché of
unevenness; it is not difficult to indi-
cate that, for the nonprofessional,
this will provide an interesting review
of the late 19th-century English and
American economists, and it will
make the nonliterate in economics
realize that Henry George is not
merely a name.

* George Geiger
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