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A few years ago a boolk entitled
“Capitalisim the Creator” was given
ia sensational badst by Wendell
| willlkie ihe them Republican can-
didate 'for Presideni. Not only was
the title errcneous, but the basic
“concepts as well were faisely prem-
ised- The loose thinking that was
5o widely accepted by Mr. Willkie
and his “suppotters has in -like
manner been applied not alone to
capital but- zlso te the ‘term
“money,” and, it is-well to. com-

the scheme of irade; both natidnal
and international, if we would un-
derstand what -conslitutes the
seeds of war. S

It cannot be over-emphasized
that the protectionists’ coucept is
that for nations just the reverse is
maintained, that it is to be desired
that a nation-floods the foreign
market and iakes as litfle as pos-
sible in return. How he can con-
sider himself consistent or logical
in lholding two . such -opposing
views only the protectionist can
explain, but while he has neither

tain him, he has the weight of pub-

lic prejudice, and publie fear be:

hind him, and in the past as in the

“present he who can.appeal to the.

passions of the herd instinet usuql—

1y comes out.on top.
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As with individuals so with na-

.pression for nations the terms we
use for individuals, When we
think of a thrifty man we consider
an individual who -sells but who
doeg not huy. Thus when we think
of nations we fall intoc the profec-
tlonists' thinking in considering It
a virtue to seil but a vice to.buy.

who sells but does not buy, and
flius the more we sell and the less
we buy or the more we exporiand
the less we import the richer we
| pecome. - While. tliis may -appear
plausible let us consider it from an-
“ather aspect. T

To trade is to exchange what we
want less for what we wanl maore.
Thus-money, whether it"be’ihe pol,
iished irquois wampum of the Na

vajo Indians, or strung peads of.

the South Sea islanders, the' gold
coing of the Spanish main or our
own greenbacks, is a medium of
exchange dedicated to facilitate
trade, but having a value- pecu-
i]iariy its own. For 'while I may
Mave a thousand sheep, and ta that
Jegree he a wealthy man, I may
-fng it very difficult to find men
“with whom I may trade my sheep
for what' I desire. while money,
| which represents the value of my
sheep, is almost universally accepi-
able, The shrewd business man,
once he hias made a sale promptly

1 gider the significatice of- moitey - in.

logie, justice, mor ‘morality to sus-

tions, we are prone io put into ex-|

So the rich man or natibn.is one

looks, - about for commcodities to

purchase that he may reinvest his

money and accordingly continue
his® sales. IHe -dees not~indke a
sale and then hide his money in a
hole in the ground-as the United

States Is deing by huilding up a’

veritable pyramid of gold at Fort
Knex, gold that has led to a stag-
nation of trade quite as destructive
as a tariff barrier .of ihe worst
kind. ) o
. But while the. protectionist false-
ly- considers. money . as -iha- ulti-
mate goal of exchange he also con-
siders protection’as a necessity o
AIEH ™ wages rotectionist
nlaintaing that without pur tavief
the products of tlie. Iowpaid. 1ahor
of foreign countries would; under-
gell and outsell the produects of our
highpaid labor and thus force
them (o the wall and in turnjpre-
cipitate bad corditioas. in  this
Bountry. S
“And so, in order to perpetuales
Iiis system, he hopped on the eight-
hour day as justification For the
protective tariff, claiming that the
Increase in wages to which the re-
duction in. hours -is equivalent
would put! our highpaid laboai at
a great disadvantage when compar-
ed with the longer hours of-the
sweat shops of Idurope and Asia.
Because he- takes the side, or .ra-
ther what, appears to bhe the side
and interest of labor, he. secures
many working men as active mii-
tant protectionists. ‘But hérs again

the laeboring man, who has little..

‘time 6. study out the-actualities
of life, is duped.by a -false philoso-

phy-and a false. economy.: -For’

there' js an ovean of diffefence be-
tween. theap labor-and- cheap pro-
ducts, . S - -
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T We here in "America pay tha
highest wages of- any nation. on
earth; yet pur produce can Be ship-
ped abroad and ‘compeie favorably
in the open markst with the pro-
duee of any-country: : We-pay the
highest- maechinists’ wages, yet we

can. produce the cheapest.yet finest 3

-cars. -Thus we cannot .gay -that
cliedp labor iz the fhing ihat our
labor * must. fear, for: while our
workers -get ten or iwenty times
as much as European workers or 2
huhdred ‘times as much as a Chin-
ese coolie, they -are able to pro-
.duce - a hundred or a. thousand
times as' much wealth.. -It.i5-self
evident. that .it 3s. not.low .priced
‘abor that”gives. ‘an. advantage- in
production. Tt is quite the reverse,
low .priced labor- is 'a’ detriment.
The truth, as Henry George en-
unciated - it, is “that the couniry
where wages are. highest ecan pro-
duce with the greatest cconomy,
because workers have there tihe
most " intelligence, the most spirit
and the most ability; because “in-
vention: and diScovery are there
most quickly made and most readl-
ly utilized- The great inventiions
and diseoveries which s0  enor-
mously increase the power of hu-
man laber to produce wealth have
all heen made in counlries wherg

wages are comparatively high."

‘The . protectionist
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