o e 1G4 Y

it may well be sald that trade
is a form of production. In our
desire to exchange that which we
want Ieast for that which we want
most we rdd to the aggregate
wezalth of mankind, Tor me to
make an automabile is actually im-
possible, and so-by-exchangiig my
services in ‘one ‘way for the serv-
ices of a thousand different men,
c1ystahzed in & machine T am ab!e
to gecure my aute.

Now, as trade is a form of p[ -
duction, he who interferes. with
trade interferes with production,
gr to put it another way, the gov-
ernment ‘which restricts trade les-
sens the production of weaith..

But’ govemment restrictions do
tnore than just restrict the produc-
tion of w-ﬂalth They alter the dis-
tribution of it, by lmposing higher
prices on some citlzens ard giving
extra profits to others, Thls mani-
festly “works -a hardship of the
body: pnlitic, for It dlvldes the na-
thon Into, tw0'. camps, those who
have. nothing nd’ aré diseriminat-
Bd- against and those whe have the
prwil-bge and w111 ‘see the . naticm
in ruln ’oefore Iosing thelr fron-
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‘I'the article more difficult and more

%hise, How then can the tarlfr be
defended’

The claim of all tariff advocates

.is to eriable production to he ear-|

ried on at-a higher level of wages,
and that if production is removed
our, domestie wages would seek the
slave level of the worst. foreign
countries, - But while this is the
claim, the actual effect fs not to
raise wages, but rather to raise
the price of commopdities.

THE AMERICAN LABOR UN-
IONS HAVE BEEN BLIND TO
-THIS DIFFERENCE BLSE THEY
COULD NEVER HAVE SUPPORT-
ED EVEN A MODERATE ‘I'ARII‘I‘
MEASURTL :

‘The.man. who works for wages

“labors— How thén ~can
mo_vement advocatg a’tariff system
in" which the things their men
must buy" are made more. dear,
while the wages In which they
are paid are forced down?

¥ i
If trade is a form of production,
then restriction of trade Is a les-
sening of the production of wealth,
and the effect of the protective
tariff is to lessen wealth, to make

doés not- gell. commodities, he sells |
ihe -labor |-

eostly {o secure.
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Is noi the cifect of a tariff then
to actually reduce wages? How
long must American ‘;ahor walt for
leaders- to spring forth who under-

| stand the fallacies of the protec-

tive system? The great tragedy
of the labor movement is that it
has confused the importing of com-
modities with the importing of la-
borers. An increaase in- commb-
dities means z reduction in their
price, while an increase in work-
ers meang that-there-will be more
men desirous of fewer articles and
the price must go up as the de-
mand increases, Tlie cheap cattle
driven in from Mexico cal] for a
‘protective tariff by our cattie mer.,
What -is- the result. DBeef ‘is no
ehieaper and the wages of the cow-
hoy are no hetter. Actually hoth

| are worse, .
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Yet while our cattle Ba:ous of

}| the great western states lobhy and
.| scream in Washington against Mex:

fean, Canadian and Argentine beef,
they are quick to impori Mexican
vagueres, who at half the cow-
boys' wage will herd and drive
the hatitle. The Mexicans are not
wanted by the cowboys, who, while
they cannot explain the intricacies
of tariff, know that it works
against them, but the great cattle
barons will have the poor pecns
south of the border smuggled in in
.vw!atmn of the 1mmigratmn laws.

Only the Almlghty I\uows how '

many Mexicans, I—Imdus, ‘Chinese,
Malayans and Japs have. been
smuggled into our ports from low-
er California or across our horder
in spite of our border patrols and
rangers, In each case ii was never
the labor unions who wanted these
half-starved, miserable specimens
of humanity to compete with their
workers and . (nderbid
them for the job. It was the great
fruit syndicate, the mining inter-
ests, the heavy mdu:,trlcs who,
while screaming. for protection,
and claiming that only through
protection may labor be safe, are
undercutting the foundatlon of life
for American labor.

When in the southwest T was
told on reliable authority that the
smuggling in of alien orientals to
provide cheap labor in the great
agricultural industries was more
dangerous ‘and much more profit-
able than bhoctlegging in its hey-
day. We may have repealed the
Volstead amendment and stepped
liquor smuggling to some extent,
but the smuggling of human chat-
tels in a more subtle bhut far more
viclous form still goes on.

Do we not hear how bitterly the
folks in our lower counties sp»ah
of those cannery firms which im-
port cheap labor that can and will

underbid them for a job?
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ably to shield the employing pro-
ducer from competition, while it
makes no attempt to lessen the
competition among those who
must sell their labor, and the in-
dustries that thp tariff heips are

.| those in which the working man

or the man of small means is help-

command ' vast  equipment, enor-
mous eapital or the ownership of
natural opportunities,

put a barrier to the - ‘eittrance
Mexican heef, claimmg that by
doing -we are saving -American 1
hor: from Mexican competition,
we turn around and empley
very Mexican -Iahor to herd
domestic beef and underhid
domestic Iabor ) .-

Wages- in the Unlted States
higher than elsewhere in
world,. but it is no thanks to
tariff. In our early days, before
we had tariffs, ‘wages ware higher
than in the mether countly, and
the reason was ohvious,

Tand was sasy to obtain and the

Iaborer could easny empiny hims
self, and wages [n ‘agriculiure e
ing thus maintained at =a higher
level the general rate 'of’ wages
was hlgher Everr today - while
land is- mors easily obtained “in
this country the Iugher'wages in
agriculturé has kept- up a 111ghe1
general wage rate; - .
TR thinks To.tlis tariff and.:spe-
cial privilege ‘land is- becoming
more and more 1nacce551b1e~ to the:
little man, and wages——that ‘part
of wealth that iz left after rent has
bleen deducted——-mu.st g‘radually de-’
cline,

T 1‘: s‘-‘r :
“Let us be under no: false 111u
sion abdut the tariff, It isian in-
]ustgce and never was there an in-
Justice that went unpunished, If
we continue this suicidal proce-

rplenty and a hause of want, we

dure we will “create a -house of

wil] impoverish oyr people and we
must of -necessity br'lng down the
hatred of alI men upon ourselves,

‘| less, while it supports those that;:

Can there be anythmg more i -

The efifect of the tariff ls inevii-|

drondeal or unjiist. than that we
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