holic beverages.
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Due to the appreaching legisla-

tive session I'am discontinuing for
the present the analysis of the
"SEEDS OF WAR" In order that I

| may take up potential legislation

that concerng us all right here at
home. Lo .

~iFor-veeks there have been Te-
peatéd - whispers  that one of “the
major political parties is planning
the Introduction of liguor legisla-
tlon, .. As -the "pldace of lguor in
‘'society and govermment iz a much
mooted sybject I propose to bring

 to the ‘public’s atfention a few of

the important  aspects of this
problem.
T -

. The manufacture, packaging and
sale. of intoxleating lguors s a
business that affords a living to
teng 'of ‘thousands ¢f men' and
women: just as ‘does the sale of gro-
cerias, drags and shoes.

"+ Butfunlke most other commodi-

tles “that man has ‘created for his
own consumpiion the abuse of al-
cohol has a profound soclal ag well
as . individoal 'effect. Recognizing
the mendce in alcchol, legislation
has been adopted that has not. al-
ways been- elther just or wise to
ward ‘either the manufasturér or
the consumer. -In many such cases
the results of had legislation have
been worse than the  results of
drinl; itself.. : -

~ -Years ago 1t was thé usual thing
fo see the palice of our great citles
driving- the drunlks- out of the.va-
cant lots early each morning. -

 Rum, gin and whiskey were pic-
tured as the ruination. of the honie,
the cause of  the son’s profligacy
and the daughter’s wantonness,
" The “Whiskey Ring” was said to,
be the power-that kkept Maize polit-
ically.in line, glthough far years it
wag a.prohibition state.” Convinced

Ahat. ldior .and thé saloon . were

soclal -labilitles ' the - Prohibition
Amendment: and the Volstead. Act
were pushed - through . Copgress
and we were treated to a.much

more viclous system . display . of.

bootlegging, hijacking and political

| corruption-and individual degenera-
- tion” than: was ever conceived dur.

ing the worst days of the saloon.

Redlizing that men could naot be
made normally good hy repressive
legislation the Volstead Amend-
ment was repealed and each state
was <left pretty much to shift for
itself in- the question of the manu-
facture and consumption of alco-
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After repeal, Detaware decided
to appoint a liguor commissioner
who would have definite powers in
the control of manufacturing, sell-

.ing and, as far as possible, the con-

sumption of aleohol. The frst
comnissioner appointed was a very
prominent as well as a very
wealthy man, and for his services
to the state he received ne pay and
very Lttle thanks. o

Since that -time our liquor com-
missioners have bheen men of per-
sonal affluence. I belleve every
man is.worthy of his hire, and that
all public officials should be paid,
for if they are not it means that
a poor man may encounter great
difficulties, finaneial and social, in
considering the acceptance of a
public trust.

Asgisting the liquor commission-
er in the performance of hkis duties
is a staff employed by the author-
ity of the state but having none of
the benefits, responsibilities or
gualifications that musi and

P should he instituated in a modern

“Civil Service System.” Delaware
in’ many of its governmental
branches has been extremely lax,

-and certainly in. the field of liquor

enforeement, where the possibili-
ties of corruption are ever present,

.we have done nothing to establish

such a system. I merely mention
these points in passing.

T oo
héen

‘We have prone to =z8s0-

ciate liquor with politics, and see

in.the misuse of the one the cor-
ruption of the ‘other. But is this
true? Tor if It is, then liguor is
far more dangerods collectively
than individually. And if it is
true, how is there such a close cgn-
nection hetween the two? Why Is
there not a hook up betwean poli-
ties and planos, or politics and ice

cream—another commodity greatly’

in demand, or politics and tohacce,
Why do we discriminate and

cdamn alcehol as the pedfellow of

corrupt polities?

These are the questions which
we should ask ourselves before our
legislature meets to take up the
matter.of the proposed liguar bills,
and these are the guestions that
we should ask our legislators, put-
ting them on the spot of public
utterance on such matters,

I hold that what thg individual
does is first of all his private con-
cern and the concern of his fam-
ily, but what the siate does is the
concern of us all. Ask any palice-
man what he thinks about the mid-
night deadline for the closing of
the tap rooms and cilubs, and he
will tell you that the deadline is
a vicious law and malkes for far
more drunkenness than if the tap

(rooms were permitied Lo stay open
s all night,

oy
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If this situation exists, and the
police ghould know, we are by a
well-inlentioned law making for
maore trouble. - Ask any school boy
what happens when the cost of a
commodity is hoosted by a revenue
tax, made scarce by complicated
regulations, the franchise . for sale
imade desirable by restrictions and
arbifrary rulings, and he will tell
you that smuggling is the inevit-
able. result. ) -

Ask the legitimate liquor store
keeper how ta purchase a hottle gf
whiskey after hours, and he will
probably assure you that many
a taxi-driver is operating a pri-
vate liquor husiness from his cab,
and that for the right price the
cabby will sell you a hottle.

Thus while we would control the
gale of intoxicants, the man who
wants it "can with surprising ease
gecure it. : :

To add to our already complex
fiquor problem it fs whispered that
certain Wwouldbe:  political hosses
would llke to  have the Liguor

Commission take over all of the
Hquor stores in the state and make

them state-owned, on the plea that |

by such an.act the state wauld
derive the revenue:that row. goes
Anto ‘private pockets.. ...l

- 'In_the past, with: the change of
pelitical administration;. we' hiave

had -a“‘change - in: Tiglior  Commis- |-

- Demiocrat,

sleners, - Repuliica
Républcam. . "o :
' “With State. ‘Stores:being 4 boodle,
or - spoils-of-office " procedure; it
would mean that liquor wolld en-
ter the' political ring, -that “those
who iere IN and controlled the

stores by appolntments, would con- |

trol political -votes; tHat the poten-
tial of political corruption and de-
bauchery would: reachi-a neiy high
even for Delaware: .. ’

It is right and proper that we
congider ligquor legiglation in the

coming montas, but befors we en-

act measures Into laws let us con-

sider well the implications,



