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For a demaocracy to survive, the
power of the bhallot must be

assured.” It is not enough that vou

and T can. vale. There must be

Ina tampering with oor baliaty, Fop

your” ve

must bd ‘cértain’ that there' are no

sharpers, who at the right moment
slip-in and for-‘a suim of money
voie your nawme, voie the mame of
vounrr friend ov.the name of some
one who,:perliaps, - died- last year.
Tt iz this illegal.vote, conceived. in

to Boss Rule -that -destroys your
honest ballot and- mine, and to thag
degree -destioys democracy.

If-we -would: make governiment

ple.it.was intended to he, and nol

we must.make tampering with, the’
baliot unprofitable for those who
traffic in such business. Today,
thanks Lo sclence, we can here
gin Wilmingtan, become in actuality,
Jquité. probably, the First City in
;the nation fo-really have every
sote count, ' ‘
We can, but probably:
we will not hecause there
are not enough of us who
will take, an interest in
the significance of  the
ballot. - : :

If we would have our ballols
count we could- by public opinion
alene - compel “a- procedure.  Once
tiie legislative body understood ilie
people weré-in-earnest and united

an effective law would result. We.

do not need ‘to have vating ma-
_chines, .an improvement wHich
mamny. progressive communities
have adopted. ) ’

- It lies within ke power of every
citizen .{o: have his ballot count,
and it is-for this reason that I cafl
upoit Mr. Thomas Herlihy as Re-
-publican candidate for mavor, to
Joln-me in, urging the public to
pratect their rights. The proceduve

palls,” 1et-them "give  their names
and - addresies” as Is the custom,
then in the presence of the oficials,
let: themsign their names in =2
registry-hoglk as they are Handed
thelr ballot and heside their names
let: them afix their thumb print.
. Surely such a procedure is sim-
‘ple to understand and institute.
‘Such a procedure swould give the
challengers and officials the oppos-
tunity o examine the signature
-and exclude from the hallat boath
ANy who might'try to fraudulently
steal-or desiroy the eflect of your
vote. - There might be a few wio
would try and forge another's name

the adventurels’ spirit who would
publicly sign anoiber's name and
leave a fingerprinl for later ex-
aminalion. o

and “nifine to count e |

“flop holisé floatars,” no stifls and |

political. carruption and. dedicated

clean, if we would malke it diveet,-
make. it the.instrument.of the peo- |,

the tool of ‘unscrupulotts machines,

is simple. - Lel all citizens go {v the _

ir-the price is right, hut show me |

lCqys—

This procedure.does not mean that J
- our poiice would be crowded |
avith registration books and Fnger !

prings for, examimation.

It means 1

that the risk ‘of deteciion in ghosl

voling would destroy the incentive
and .profit, Tt means that in as
:much as the ‘hallal i concerned
You and I, the publie, would he
Drotected. , . . . v

1 believe that you and I awe
jour soldiers the very best_govern-
;'11.1ent we can possibly have. I be.
fieve that having a signature,

H
i

tHingerprint challenge system at the

polling: bogths  will assure the pub-

| lie Lhal’: their votes will count, jr-
;res_p_ectwa of how they vote or the
Iment of the candidates, -

I believe that if we guarantee an
lllgnesp voting -method, godd ‘men
rwﬂl; eome forward and lif; pubtic
office hack to. the place of - honor
it once enjoyed. Many goecd men
shy -away .from . politics because
of the corrupt” practices that we
have allowed tor develon. .

What I propose is ne

Panaced for our ‘pelitical

or governmental ills, but

It is a step, and a neces-

sary:step toward better

government.,
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