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GOVERNMENT FOR
THE PEOPLE
Where Our Taxes G

By DR. HENRY GEORGE 111
Part 9

E have many fine buildings
where our young could be
taught- the universality of juslice
and the brotherhood of man,
where Lhey could be taught tg ven-
erate, to serve, to give and lake,

Most of our young learn these!
things; our splendid armies atlest.
to how well ihey have learned:

them, but for the most of our chil-
dren iL has nol been made easy by
our method of teaching. How can
we expect our young to get the
most out of school when our teach-
ers themseives feel wronged? A
enild is more sensitive and inore
keenly aware of moods and emo-
tions than is the average adult,
and with the great majority of
our teachers dissatisfied how can
we hope to give our children the
kind of i’oundatmn training we feel
they need? I believe that of all
the public services, that of the
transmission of lmu'.v]edcre and ihe
kindling of Ideas io be the most
important, - Why. then should we

not pay our teachets a decent living{
| wage?
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MY must a young teacher wail
#en - years hefore he or she
can hope to make anything liké a
decent salary? We now require
gur teachers to have a college de-
gree, yet we pay them only $1,2
for their first year in the gwda
schools, Can there be a tine in a

child's lite when he is less impres--
gionable than in the beginning?]

Tet we give the lowest wages lo
those who must inspire confidence,
gvercomne homesickness arouse in-
terest, and be nurse and guardian
all in one. I hold that it is more
important to have the children
taught by the very best teachers
than it is to have modern equip-
ment. If we must choose lel us
pay out in teachers’ wages and con-
serve in the bullding appropria-
tions, for a school without the
teaching spirit of ingenuity, of pa-
tience and of fidelity to principle
is mo“school. I am not speaking
for a minority in speaking for the
teachers. 1 am speakmg for the
coming generations,

i

¥ believe that if we want frst
class teachers we musk pay frst
elass prices.” I never yet saw =z
bargain that came cheap, and so0 it
is with all public service, We
may boast about how our taxes are
lower than in cities such as New
York or Los Aungeles, but in the

same breath we must admit’ thati

we do not have the public service
that most progressive communitres
enjoy.
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