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g eoal_bleaker 511; ;4 nu'

_‘::‘and comes shdmw 'down mchnes past the':-f-":.
;"‘:.httle boys and 01'(1 men ‘whose eyes must he- .
o qumk to. detect the p1eces of slate Whmh theg*‘j :

enters 'the: nostrils’ and ‘turns. the Iin”lvs"f;__;i'
‘ '»kmd oﬁ black eponge, accomp '1ed-f_.__-{'

1de bv "-‘lde they ale
) dall.y bread The boys: arz -
.hegmmno- t.-the “lowest. Tung of the ldd:
der - of anthr 3 eoal ‘mining;. the mefn
have heen through all ‘the grades, in the -
prime. of theu' manhood ‘having g ealnedf,--"’
‘the wages of skllled W01kmen, and oW "
in the ‘decline” of years. and powers; “with
‘nothln« saved flom the at hest poo* _




: hat telly’ the. ‘cal of the averaﬂe Penn-{w a
sylvamia anthramte mingr  who reaches -
cold, age in-the- mmes.'f. Who 1eaches old:

‘a@e‘ but; “of: courge;” many are maimed .
and- cannot continue. st the vocation until =
old age. Others escape When ‘they can =
from coal mining, -as from  4° ‘region. of
terrors;. ‘and death” by ‘accident or: mme_-.f‘-"-; T
dlsease makes.. dreadfil . ‘elaims. - Hence-_‘.
there 1s not neftrly go: large a proportlonﬁ
of:0l& men; among thege hard coal mmelsr"
2§ dinong meh of other. vocatrons o s
_But as 1f to compensate there are many Lo

‘ ave far beyond the1r years, and ;
715 nlpped of 1ts beauty and frav

has,been Ieadlng t"lk'e of the united IR
mining- populatmn for. 4 little better' pay, .0

little shortening of" W01L1ncr hours *m(l_‘"
'-llttle added humamty S

Average Wage Under $1 a Day.

For it should be known ‘that- the Waaesjrz.'__ et
of -the average Penneylvanla ' hald-ooal_.‘:“ SR
'me1 takmw one year Wlth another 1s be-' e




i or- less extent

-.r.the pohcy or: the' -eal
'_"coal ﬁelds of Pennsylvama.

,_:'_'_:Phl ad'x ]phla and Reac‘uno RaﬂrOa d—a manr}f_f
' W;Would be oalled a4 "‘Captam of -

S 'fi_land poss1ble . HIS ralhoad ran. through
- the’ -healt of the hard coal belt Several

sec ";on 'of the State and they followed the'."

e eiample ot the .Readmo’ Rallroad to greater".- o

A Jot of small coa} operators Were scat-
‘ '-tered over these regions at that t;u:ne and
5 ;---'the railroads: began 1o put up; frelwht rates_ ‘
L 5028 to squeeze them. out of the coal mm- =
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han half of the 1 ard -co
oluﬁr dommates

i-lands and th“;r E







IcG wen mported'f "

.ra great- timber of Poles an

'_endeavol- g
h' --'fwhﬂe ac-_' _

“this is a hroad.- country, and"

“been many opportumﬂes' for

at stores kei}t by the mmmg éompames

The rwes charﬁed were. sueh as to wm for
. p :
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deductmn was made'} S

< from: thegpay of the mien’ to. prowde for
T '_-do‘ctors; a gick - fund ~This
: jworked t¢ £ the coal mavnate:

and eaved the.'

d _Et01s Iookmg to the _
theu‘ pay, . cast then‘
< dlrectxon “and gave hut

essened tl}e remunem-f

ic mlxed 'With -cynlcal-:_ :

:"and whose: money .__'as then-'hne
Wage_ ‘Doeked for “Relxglon ”

Like thls medlcal doekave, there was

a “dockage. for- 1'6110‘1011 One of the balds.
"8st” facts aniobg ‘all’ peoples inall. ages:

ELH that féw -are’-so’ poor .or: 1mprov1dent-',

that they cannot -and will not voluntarily g

©:+find ‘some" way to ‘make contmbubons to-

- ward . rehgmus WOI‘S]JII} Yet on Lhe;"-
. 'storeé of the 1mprov1denee of the .mine
- workers: and the . nécessity’ for‘securm« -
< “the. proper " Worshlp of\lGod A]mwhty ine v
~..-the Pennsylvania’ coal regioug:coal. mag-- .

-nates made a practlce of takmg from’ the

: _mme Workers wages ‘a certain ssuf to .
support: relmon ‘this. sum to be" expended ST

not by or at the dJrectlon of the mme
S S T



“workers; .1-_3111.:' hy ‘and © according | to- the
wishes = of ~ the mining. maonates . 'Thig

'f‘imade ‘the- preacherg .of the Gospe] ot

Whateve1 denomlnatlon, 1f not ereatures - -

 of. their will,” at least passive to theu'_';
i .'_ruie so-that relxolous sanction, active.or

~ passive, was for many, years giveb. fo the

.. horrible conditions . in ‘the Pennsylvan‘a -
: 'hard ‘¢oal fields, and the mirce wo ker was.
. admonished  to ‘accept - ‘estaklished things -

“ag the will ‘of God. There were bright - -
" and  homnorable exceptlons -among. ‘theze

. diréetéd - clergymen, but ‘the . exceptions . °

wele Tew. and ploved the plepondemt ng
jrule ‘
ThIS rphwmus adee not blasphemouslv'.

- f‘"tto oppose "the Wlll .of- heaven extended in - g

Cal -general way -to. the worst of all the

.'troubles, that of -pay .time. ~ For after
_promnising as low wages as possible at the .-
outset, and then" deductm« and drawing’
-back ca considerable palt in the ways -
’ '_named and in ‘other’ Ways the magnates.

~fell mto the habit of paying when" they -

"""'-l;felt hLe it the balances due the’ workmen o o

" Tn some places these payments were made"""

. -once in two or three months..

‘Thus in 'a variely of ways: the mine:

" workers were held down to a low rate of

. remuneratlon ~ They were 1obbed of part
Of their orlvlnally small wages and held
back in . the payment of the -remainder,’
_These were condltlons that breed despera- '

Ya
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":‘V'tmn, the frults of Whlch the mawnates_
.. soon expenenced Thev went-to the sub—
) m1sswe Pennsylvama Leglslature—a IE.W-‘

X ;makmg ~body that for: several cvenemhous“-_' '

" 'has been the creature of the -great-coal,

“iron, railroad and tarlff-protected corpora-'
_. tions--aid obtained’ the passage’ of an:aet h

:-'_authonzmg the. estabhshment of “coal and

E iron’ ‘police,” who- ‘were:- to: earry: ﬁrearms
_';'._‘and who- constltuted a prlvate staudmv‘
- i.:,.army T WA S o
KT Goal and Iron Pohce. cTo
e Thls Goal and Iron "Police forée Was ad-"-‘

_‘."‘_.-'dxtlonal to the. usual sheriffs’ ‘posses.and. .
. the military reglments that were to ‘ba had
~ by the. coal companies for the mere. callmo"-f

‘but it had.a funetin - that made it the more

o ;;I deadly. agalnst any kind of ‘trade unionism
L OF, 01gamzed movement ‘among the mine.

E WorLus for betterment of working condi--

.tlons It was to.a.- larwe extent- 2 secret -

serwce—a service of detectives or spies; Its. |
-members had sec1et ‘commissions from: the -

' coal . companies, wore mo distinctive badges'_
or uniforms and geported - to the coal. mag- -
" “nates from whom’ they received their pay.

AH  these cucumstances combined . to
‘make the c¢oal magnates:all-powerful mas-
sters in the coal-fields, and. they used a
subtle ‘influence to array coIhery against
_ colherv and region dgainst -region; so that
thEIE was never any harmonious purpose
amonw all the .miné-workers ‘and no con-

g _



‘-celtecl movement f01 bette1meut For'

stwenty-five years. the strike" 1movements

- Were. sepalatc and’ umelaud and- ‘they all

o failed: During the - qualtel centulv tol- "

. "lewmcr the middle seventies riot one of the
- -multztude of workmen’s ostrikes in- “the

"'-"'Pennsylvama hald coal fields succeeded.

~Hor thisreasenthepresidents of..the hard-

--"]eoal mining railroads complacently and st~

'j'Lpelcxllouslxr smiled when in- 1900, just two
Fears.ago, 'John Mitchell, president of. the .
United \Ime WOILEI’S of Amemca the na-.

- tional organization of -the coal miners, de-

A,'1nanded better pay, ‘shorter hours; ahohtlon-

of the company. store in fact as well ag in - -

-':namc monthly payment of wages. and
‘soine. other” things, on pain ' of a c\feneml
_ -concelted strike oi' the “hard-coal mine-
-‘j»‘:vr01Lels in case of refusal. The- 1a11r0ad

- managers comfortably reviewed the. past
.+ .years dotted with the tombstones of strike
B _?fallules They estlmated the secret ‘men-

“bership of the mmels union to be wnot .
~more than 20 per cent, of "all. the mine-
“.workers. To suppose that a 20 per cent.
organization. could control 80 per cent. of
., nop-union -men, backed as they were., by
the formidable powers .of the mining and
_‘.1a1}road cmporatlons appeared too rldlcu-
dous v1avely to consider..

. I-Iow Mxtchell Organlzed the Mm.ers. '

.~ The truth was that the union did Hot coi-
_tain as many as 20 per cent. of the mine
. . _13_ .



Yo _FWOIL&I‘S in. the hard CoaI ﬁe]ds. It d1d nOtz:i,. S

_contain ‘more than -8 -per cent.; as§ the of-". .

' ficers: afterwords ‘admitted. - But ‘the hour. .

. for'.a’great concerted movement, <whick: -
. should. overleap ‘the ‘barriers of language; .
allay rehgmus mtolerance and: bury ‘past.

s animosities- had ‘conie, “and - WJth ‘the - hourf

7 had come--th_e man: to. lead—a younv man ‘of .f:"-_' L
o 28, 'bred to the mines, but having with the_'{r
S ,hardshlps of -the wmiiner. imbibed “the as: -
.- 7 pirations-ef the. Ameucan citizen, ‘With'the'. .
" clear” sight, sound" judgment, ‘daritig: and'*_ :
N -_fprudence of & wood leader, he= oft"ererl as
L -charaeter to inspire- w1th eonﬁdence all: who

might’ follow This man was John ‘Mitchell..

When Mitchel] called upon .all’ “mine . ’

Hworkers. whether tinion men- ‘ot not, to‘__ ‘
strik (e,_mme than 120,000 ‘outof 143 000

- ﬁ,‘mme workérs in the hiard- coal fields on- thp*{—_}‘ v

o fitst- day daid ‘down” ‘their.: tools and res .
frained from work, and within a week ..
- practieally- every -hard- coal mme worker}_ N

© had- stopped
The strike was complete and afte1 manv .
Weeks was victorious. ‘The .coal magnates;

who never before had conceded anythmg 10 5

~ their ‘workmen -on deinand, ‘had then to con- -
- cede o 10 per cent mmease in wages to m- -

' :_— duce them to- return to: work, S
The. en concluded that thls Was a good‘ L
begmnmo 'Theéy returhed. to the mmes,'-'.

..and the whole working pOpulatmn Went in-
“to the. 11111011 _ . :



: _-:‘Bl‘l't_: _ii;s time passed it. Was found that
-in some of the regions the workmen had
U to o give up all, or nearly all,"of this ad-.

 vance ‘in wages in exchange for the abo- .

~ lition~of an‘ eld evil -by ‘which the miners
. -A—wHel’e compelled to - buy thelr blasting pow-
der from- the -¢oal compdnies: and pay sev-

“ . eral times the market price for-it.
_ . Then, _too_ those of the men. who were
- 'paid. for. their labor by the ton of .coal
. -mined; found that the “dockages” or de-
g _ductions miade. in the weight on the score
of admlxtme ‘of slate grew ‘heavier, while
the coal cars. that - const1t11ted the rough .
means of measuring: the results of work,
‘and’ hence the amount of pay, were stead-
ﬂv belng ‘made larger holding: not the
miners* long ton-of 2,240 pounds but well .
up towald 3,000 pounds and with the
toppmg “or heap :ng of coal on top, would

5 1requently hold conmdelably more than
v 3000 pounds . ,
R Mlners’ Expenses Are Heav:.er. ‘
a0 .' BeSIdes all this, it beeame as apparent'
€Y " the-. Pennsylvama anthlamte mine-

WOI‘kel -as it. has become to American
W01Lmen in other vocations, that general

puces have greatly advanced in thege pip- ..

ing times of prosperity. That most con-

servatwe -and authoritative establishment,

Dun’s Commercial- Ageney, of New York,

. which has been keeping record of the

prices of more than a hundred commodi-
—15—



: "’}mcrease of :
"'i'-';of Woer :

! ] g Hat crea
ifmend 0 -.t-rusts and . Worklnvmen U‘nhed-g

_'busybodles in substance nat they could
to the how- wows that ‘the- anthramte eoalr

o mmes are prlvate pr0perty, that ‘the. I‘lghtS;

: _'of pmvate propelty are- sacred and mus

: —16—-' R




tlons'"would mana“e thezr property and:

-outside mterferenee -that - the’
'CODdltIOD% -0f- the ; minérg -are
PR _.he body of mine’ “workers are’ i
i morim - quiet ontented and 1&W-‘1b1d1ﬂg,: :

.1mstances Would the compalueS'-"
the new demands or regognue the ‘.

'Baer wrmng to'a pubhc ~spirit-
twen oE WﬂLesbarre, Pa sald

1-the. control;of th fpropelty mterests,.] ’
- il'f 0! the country v ‘ TR

.,the ev1l doctrme of the dwme right - of -

¢ kings: It gave reho‘lous sanction to- the_

" monstrous. prmmple of arlstoeraey It was

;What 0'101111d the Trench- ‘peasant into the

" ‘mire -for. centuries,; and had its horrible

E f',chmax in’ 1ev01ut10n in’ which women
; ~—17— 5 :

the1r busmess in: thexr oWn way, and with- o

“The



: :natuml 1‘1°‘ht and
'..,.'*mmes as has Mr




of ‘theiit toilto.

hat fhis were

. & ‘ :,,o'w are thn:ml -'-a’c't-'in«r cwithe
reat trust" A o
“é- heve seen: the haldshxps that coal—_ o
-~ ining :workmen- suffer “But-obseérve what .
L8 “;;c_reneral pubhc the users of hard. coal o

undred yealq at‘_ K he -plesent rate of _
Loncr bef01_e Iie. expnatlon of" that T

: WlSdODl‘«haS:. o

inquestion, but.
orehotise . of co_al A



:‘-takmw a- pound of the
pul‘posely holdmOr out of us =
o "The pohcy of the “Chnstmn' me
-1 whom,” ‘aceording to’ ‘Vh i
L Load Premdent Baer




1te WlSdOIll has Nén" tﬁehc'bntr'ol"df i,:ti_ie' -

1)1ope1ty interests - of the ‘cotintry,” ha‘s'l'
been to make scaree and - high-priced to - -
the masses of men ‘what the_Almwhty-_-‘-"

lntended to be. plenuful -and-low- priced. .
Pelhaps but for: the-oreat ‘strike- of {he"
mme workers during this summer of 1902

~ the general pubhc would now ‘'be no more e

conscious. of these no- -better-than-highway
- exactions than they were during the years

" in’ the: past.  But the Short and -arrogant -+
- refusal even . 1:0 tleat Wlth mme WOI‘LE‘lS -

“ovetr .the latter’s alleged. grievances; and -
dem‘mds and the. Iong stuke, extlamm-

- . nary rise of ‘hard coal prices and conse- ,
" quent inconveniences and even hardships .

' “to which the" pubhc hag been sub;:cted
CHas caused. the public mind- to open and .
. the public eyes to see that God intended

© the’ _anthraelte coal fields of Peuncylvama.
tor a great’ benefit @nd not for” the private

513011 of - such “Christian- men” as com-
posa the elﬂ‘ht anthrac1te 1allload com—
pames. . S o

Government Should Own Rallroads S
- But how to 1emedy the ewl 1s the prob- 3

lem “Two things -are-necessary. One-is

' that the railroads, which are nothing -
~ iore thdn steam hichways, should” be
taken - out-of . private “hands, and con-

ducted by the public’s crovernment for the . -

beneﬁt of “the pubhe as ‘they are con- -

ducted Wlth nr1‘ea1: success and Wl’rh r:mfall
. . ) ._91_.. o



plejudlce 1:0 pubhc or:

‘among. many chvilized people'

World ~tha® most notable result elng:
sbown, perhaps, amono’ those people m: t
ike oui hi : ' :




s

tiom for c0m1non{-.-_‘i.g
_-;'be makmor the S

3 i;.;cklsr,." b,e;a"-;n_o"ci,
'r_jsf;:i_g,n;_men."",- ag

WOI‘L that l‘etan]ed quantlty tO ltS"V

,"..'-:h'rvhpst capacity.. i T
,_.-othel ‘words, the ples'ent anthramte
" railroad. monopohsts would be forced by a
_ .heaVy‘ ad valorem coal land tax. to put
- theik hundreds upon thousands of “idle
| geres. of valuable coal Iand ‘to use, 1}10~
e '{-ducmw coaI or they would. give them up to'
o those who Would gladly operate them o

Brmwmcr ‘thig .vast 1dle area . into usp'

;.‘1W0uld .gause a. t1eme11dous demand for,-__
mme wmkers and consequentlv cause an
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