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By John Ise

= .

~-The prosperity ehgendefed by the
tariff measures of Calvin Coolidge
was greatly enhanced by the genius
of his successor, Herbert Hercules,

. who extended the principle of the:

tariff fo operate among the several
states, and even between counties.
Bo general was the enthusiasm and
happiness of the people thal when

the great efficiency engineer econo-

mist’s term of office was over, many
of them wanfed to make him king
or dictator, like Mussolini; and a
delegation was appointed g call up-
on him and ask him f{o take over
the government and administer the
tariffs. He was finally persuaded to
do this, on condition that he be-al-
Iowed to inaugurate a “new econom-
ic policy,” which should represent
the final completion and rounding
out of the proteciionist program. He
explained that while the tariff had
been applied consistenily and logi-
cally to tariff between communities,

it had mot yet heen applied to trade.

between individuals, and assured the
- delegation that by extending the
principle -in. this way he could fur-
ther enhance the prosperity a.nd hap-
piness of the people.

And So the Sales Tax
Thus, in the first year of his reign

as king and dietator and regulator”

and extender of the tariffs, the great
efficiency engineer-economist issued
an edict taxing all _sales, all trade
between individuals. He explained
to the people that the new order
‘was for. the purpose of encouraging
industry, providing employment and
increasing wealth; that,
might seem a hardship at first, in
Lhe long Tun, like the tariff, it would
* enhance the pro&pemty of the people
so much that they would be able to
buy and sell and trade more than
ever,

The sales taxes were an unmixed
blessing, like the tariff. When farm-
ers had to pay a tax on the shoes
they bought, they were encouraged
~ to- malke their own shoes, and in this
way they found employment, and

: rov1dmg Jobs a Simp:

Many nostrnms of un—ﬂ_mgrica;n oxigin:
-now befog, hedog and -bedevil the Amer-
‘tcan people.

But a prophet from the Uni-
versity of Missouri, Prof. John Ise, now
shows 15 am American (100 percent} way
out of our diffiewlties. Like ali gr_ent
political principles, it is an extension and
reiinement of provem practices. It in-

volves hard work, but ne good American -

is afraid of that. In order to show his
principle in operation, Professor Ise (in

‘his pamphlet “Excelsior” from which the

following is selected) has prejected him-
self Inte the fuiure, and wriles as a
chromicler _-oi the period 1527—1947.

while it~

efficiency engineer-economist,

also Xept their money at home.

Plumbers found that they were taxed
on the meats they bought so they
raxsed their own chickens and pigs
and cows. “Many people found cloth-
ing, with the tax added, too expen®
sive to buy, so they made their own
clothes. Tn this way housewives
were given employment, and. the

money Was _kept at home, and all -
. penple wWere ft;lessed and mat_le rich

therewith.
Froblem Keeps Reeurring
But- here again was encountered
the same vicious circle that was met

"in the enactment of state e,ta.rlffs The

higher the sales taxes were made, the
more employment the people had, and
the more prosperous they became
and the more gonds they were able
io huy, the h1gher the sales fax’ had
to be raised again, . If finally became
necessary to create a Government tax
hoard whose functmn was to raise
the sales tax each w_eek_ Thus the
great efficiency mgneer-ecohomlst
had again exriched his people by the

: apphca.twn of sn:nple economic prin-
' ¢iples whlch had mever. heen Tunder-

stood even by the most lea,rne_d econ~
omist, o '

But even greafer
were in store for them, for. the great
" king

importance than the first.

achievements -
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and dictator and reg'ulator and. ex-
tender of the tamff ‘issued & second
mandate of even moré :Ear-rea,chm.g
Realizing
fuli well that the people might not
understand the profound and subtle
logic of his scheme he explamed that
the sales tax was not fully effectwe
for the reasons above mentmned
tha.t it was essentlal to gll tariff leg-
1slat10n, a.nd mdeed to all !egxsla.tmn
designed to enneh the people, that it
must bpera.te to prevent the people
from working in ‘the most effective
and advaniageoun way pcsmble that
national tariffs, for instance, were im-
posed to prevent the world from tak-
ing advantage of the economy of in-

ternatzona.i division of labor; the in- )

terstate tariffs were useful only ak
far as they prevented.the develdp-.
ment of regional or territorial divi-
sion ‘of labor; ahd that the sales tax-

" es were enriching the people by re-

ducing occupational division of la-
bor, but that when once the people
had become very progperous, the
sales taxes were no longer fully ef-

- fective.

End of Specialization _
Therecfore, ~as a supplement to the
sa.les taxes, he was issuing a decree
that all specxalxzed occupa.twns

should 1be a,bohshed that all plumb- .

ers shctuld hecome f&rmers, that ail
farmers shouir] take up campentry,
plastermg or plumbmg, that ali 1aw-.
yers should engage in .the grocery
busmess, and that all grocery-men
shotild- teach languages in the wumi-
versity. It was further decreed that -
every man should change kis ccou-
pation at least once a year and
should trade Jobs w:th his wife at
least one day in ea.ch week. If he
dldnt have a Wer, he could trade
Jobs with someone else’s wxfe .

This order aroused much’ discus-
sion, and there were some who de-
clared that it would ruin the coun- -

try, but the profound logic of it = -

gradually permeated ‘the public un-
dersta.ndmg The new order pro-
vided much more employment since

workers could not do as much as

formerly, "and more of ‘them were-
required, and of COUTSE. thls ra,lsed :
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‘\lore Workers Reqmretl
For mstsmce, it took twice 4§ many
men to teach the language -when

grocerymen taught them as had been

required -when professors performed
that service; it toock twice as many
men to manage the farms when

plumbers’ did the work as had been

needed when farmers farmed; in fact,
it required about twice as many men
- to do the work of the country as had
heen requlred before; and mewtab!y
this great demand for labor raised
wages and en'nched the people. It is

true that some of the goods and serv-
ices offered were mot as géod as had

"been offered previcusly, but what the
-people lacked in goods and services
they made up in employment and
presperity, and mieh more indeed.
‘Hobbles for Workers .

But the great crowning achieve-
ment of ‘the great efficiency engi-
neer-economist, King and regulator
and extender of the tariffs, was still
to come, and it followed as the log-
ical climax %o the great series of

- :increas,ed the. general

" searcely any benefit at ail:

ings were unequally distributed, that

‘the hobbles weré a far greater ben-

efit to some than to others. They
were far more henelicial, for instance,
to tall men than to short men, more
helpful to farmers and mail carriers,
who walked a great deal, ‘than to
professors and  chauffeurs, who
walked very little and so received
and it
was presently found necessary io re-
vise the edict, to permit other ways
of interfering with activity.
" Other Devices Prescribed

So other ways were authorized. In

some = occupations,

them,

others they must walk backward, in
still others they were reguired and

permitted to stand on their. heads.

With ‘a feautiful and touching fidel-
ity to the great principle of cirenla-
tory obstmuctionism, brain workers
were required to wear their collars
at least two sizes too small for them.

- Thus each occupation had an appro-

construective decrees just recorded, :

. In the third year of his reign, he
. issued an’ order that =ll- workmen,
. while "engaged in the performance

of their duties, should wear chain

hobbles not to exceed one foot in

length.
he -explained the philosophy -under-
lying the deeree. He pointed out

Ag -on previous ocecasions,

that ail of the various laws and de-
- crees imposed during the past years
had been designed to prevent the °

world, the nation, and  the - atz__a.tés
Irom availing themselves of the most

economieal ahd effective ways.of do- -

ing things; that these laws ‘had, in
a sense, hobbled and obstructed eco-
nomic aetivities, to the great henefit

and enrichment- of the people: and

that .obviousiy hobbling the people
_themselves would he attended by the
same benefit.
- Not Exacily Perfect
All -this seemed s0 reasongble that

the people cheerfully accepted the -
_ new decree and adjusted their hob- -

bles, with hearts grateful for the

wise and’ couragecus leadersmp that

God and the Republican party had
given them.

‘'greatly increased the amount of em-
- ployment ané prosperity, its bless-

It was soon evident, .
however, that while the new decree

‘great energizing,

Workinern were .
‘permitted to tie one arma behind
in others they were requlred'
to weéar blinders. over one eye, in
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priate blessing, for like all the de-
crees of the great tariff regulator,
this decree was very scientifically
drawn. . . . :

Thus waz the program of protec-
tionism hrought to the logical witi-
mate perfection. Thus was it brought
to fiower in new heights of wealth
and prosperily for God’s chosen peo-
ple. It seemed that thers could be
no further possible extensions of this -
wealth-producing
principle. But suddenly, without any
warning, urmforeseen evon - by the
greatest business minds, a cruel de-.
pression setfled down upon the peo-
ple. ’ )

Why Bring That Up?

There was much dispute as to how
it got into the country, ‘Some said
that Bolshevik agents brought it in;
others thought it came from Europe,
by way of Honduras, in a bunch of
bananas. It was only known that'it’
came from Kurope, snd that it was
not due ito high fariffs put that is
ancther story, and not one to make

‘children happy.




