11. Renunciation of Public Service

To James Monroe
Monticello, May 20, 1782

.. . If we are made in some degree for others, yet in a greater are we
made for ourselves. It were contrary to feeling and indeed ridiculous to
suppose a man had less right in himself than one of his neighbors or all
of them put together. This would be slavery and not that liberty which
the bill of rights has made inviolable and for the preservation of which
our government has been changed. Nothing could so completely divest
us of that liberty as the establishment of the opinion that the state has a

perpetual right to the services of all it’s members. This to men of certain
ways of thinking would be to annihilate the blessing of existence; to con-
tradict the giver of life who gave it for happiness and not for wretched-
ness, and certainly to such it were better that they had never been born.
However with these I may think public service and private misery insepa-
rably linked together, I have not the vanity to count myself among those
whom the state would think worth oppressing with perpetual service. I
have received a sufficient memento to the contrary. I am persuaded that
having hitherto dedicated to them the whole of the active and useful part
of my life I shall be permitted to pass the rest in mental quiet. . . .



