
In the depth of your hopes and desires lies 
your silent knowledge of the beyond; 

And like seeds dreaming beneath the snow 
your heart dreams of spring. 

Trust the dreams, for in them is hidden 
the gates of eternity. 

For what is it to die but to stand naked in the wind 
and to melt into the sun? 

And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the breath 
from its restless tides, that it may rise 
and expand and seek God unencumbered? 

Only when you drink from the river of silence 
shall you indeed sing 

And when you have reached the mountain top, 
then you shall begin to climb. 

And when the earth shall claim your limbs, 
then shall you truly dance. 
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I am a strong believer in the view 
that a person can and should be 
master of his own destiny... 
moreover, of the many social goals 
toward which I have constantly 
worked, one such goal is the 
taxation of land rather than 
buildings. 	Dr. Arthur Becker 

Dr. Arthur P. Becker 
1918— 1978 

Dr. Becker died on November 
17, 1978. While the shock of 
his passing has eased, our grief 
from his absence remains. To 
those who worked with him, to 
those who knew him as a friend, 
and especially to his family, 
we send our sympathy. In his 
memory we dedicate this issue 
to you. 

Dr. Becker was a dedicated 
man. He was dedicated to his 
family, his wife Bernita and their 
six children; he was dedicated 
to education, teaching in various 
colleges and universities, and 
serving as Chairman of the 
Department of Economics at 
the University of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee from 1948 to 1963; 
and he was dedicated to land-
value taxation, which he actively 
promoted to the end of his life. 
He wrote numerous articles for 
professional journals and was 
the author and editor of Land 
And Building Twc es, in which 
he developed the rationale for 
land-value taxation using the 
economic categories of our day. 
In addition to writing, he 
served on the Board of Directors 
of both the Schalkenback 
Foundation and Land Equality  

and Freedom, and was Chair-
man of the Committee On 
Taxation, Resources and Econ-
omic Development. 

Floyd Morrow, Chairman of 
Land Equality And Freedom, 
said this about Dr. Becker: 
"He was the balancing force on 
our Board of Directors. His 
intellect and insight, combined 
with dry wit and good humor, 
will be missed. His contribu-
tions to education, to the land-
value movement, to humanity in 
general, will be long remem-
bered." 

Dr. Becker's life, in this 
writer's view, seemed to be a 
living testimony - a visible 
expression to all who came 
under his influence - of the 
truth of something written by a 
man he greatly admired and 
modeled: "Social reform is not 
to be secured by noise and 
shouting; by complaints and 
denunciation; by the formation 
of parties, or the making of 
revolutions; but by the awaken-
ing of thought and progress of 
ideas. Until there be correct 
thought, there cannot be right 
action; and when there is correct 
thought, right action will 

follow." (Henry George, Social 
Problems) 

We hope that Dr. Becker's 
spirit will continue to strengthen 
us and encourage our efforts. 

Tony Meis 	 (The Prophet, Kahlil Gibran) 


