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 A " CARPETBAGGER " IN SOUTH CAROLINA

 I. PRELIMINARY EXPLANATIONS

 Ten years after the secession of South Carolina and less

 than six after the close of the consequent Civil War between
 the States, I became a South Carolina " carpetbagger."

 That is, I migrated from our " Empire " to our " Palmetto "

 State. Five years before, I had migrated from New Jersey,
 my native State, to New York; twenty-five years after that
 from New York to Ohio, and two years later from Ohio to
 Illinois-all without being called a "carpetbagger." But I

 was called a "carpetbagger" in South Carolina when in 1870 I

 migrated to that State from New York.
 The opprobrious term implied light luggage and the animo

 revertendi. In my case it was apt only as to luggage. I had
 really intended to become in good faith a citizen of South
 Carolina. There was no difference in intent or otherwise
 between my migration to South Carolina and my subsequent
 migration to other States of our common country.

 All immigrants to South Carolina from our Northern
 States in the late 1860's and the early 1870's were called
 "carpetbaggers," if while there they got living-more or less
 of it, and whether by honest earnings or dishonest graft-in
 connection with the public service. Those also who got their
 living in private employment, but who associated with the
 office-holding class, were called "carpetbaggers"; and those
 who pursued unofficial callings and had few official associates
 or none became "carpetbaggers" upon going into politics.
 This if they were from any of our Northern States. If natives

 1 Mr. Louis F. Post, the author of this article, has rendered distinguished
 service since the days of reconstruction. He was Assistant United States At-
 torney in New York from 1874 to 1875, and an editorial writer on New York
 Daily Truth from 1879 to 1882. He then became interested in the reforms
 advocated by Henry George. Next he espoused the cause of labor. Since 1881
 he has advocated single tax and allied economic reforms, and he has edited several
 publications in the furtherance of such a program. In 1913 Mr. Post became
 Assistant Secretary of Labor under Woodrow Wilson and thus served until 1921.
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 A " CARPETBAGGER" IN SOUTH CAROLINA 79

 race arbitrarily lifted out of slavery and into political power

 by a triumphant and blindly ungenerous foe. They saw in
 immigrants from the conquerors' distant seat of power only a

 camp-follower class of low lineage and sordid ambitions.

 Whether this feeling was just or not makes no difference. To
 some extent it was just, though not wholly so. But it was
 excusable. A sense of outraged loyalty to country or class
 cares little for such "abstractions" as simple justice. Even

 the lofty well springs of generosity dry up when race lines and
 class lines are drawn.

 So I tell of those conditions in South Carolina only as
 facts; and in the cooler season of half a century afterward,

 I try to comment upon them calmly even if frankly. I know
 now that if conditions had been reversed, with my own native

 New Jersey playing in the unhappy role of South Carolina,
 New Jersey would probably have done as South Carolina did.
 Although I myself might in those circumstances have been

 just and generous to immigrants from the Southland, and
 have democratically offered a welcome into citizenship to our
 uplifted "lower classes"-which is by no means certain, let
 me make haste to confess-yet if I had really risen to those

 democratic heights as I trust I might, I am sure that my
 neighbors of the humiliated " better classes " would have been
 less likely to send me to the legislature than to ride me on a
 rail.

 Louis F. POST
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