
\-cº . ~~.

-

#.

tº:

The Public
A National Journal of Fundamental Democracy &

A Weekly Narrative of History in the Making

LOUIS F. POST, EDITOR

ALICE THACHER POST, MANAGING EDITop

A D VI SO R Y AND C O N T R IB U TI N G E D IT OR S

JAMES H. DILLARD, Louisiana

LINcolN STEffens, Connecticut

L. F. C. GARVIN, Rhode Island

HENRY F. RING, Texas

HERBERT S. BIGELow, Ohio

FREDER1c C. Howe, Ohio

Mrs. HARRIET TAYLOR Upton, Ohio

BRAND WHitlock, Ohio

HENRY GeoRCE, JR., New York

RobERT BAKER, New York

Bolton HALL, New York

FRANCIS I. DU Pont, Delaware

HERBERT Quick, Wisconsin

MRs. LoNA INGHAM RoPINsoN, Iowa

S. A. Stockw ELL, Minnesota

WILLIAM P. HILL, Missouri

C. E. S. Wood, Oregon

John Z. WHITE, Illinois

R. F. PETTIGREw, South Dakota

W. G. EGGLEston, Oregon

Lewis H. BERENs, England *

J. W. S. CALLIE, England

Joseph Fels, England

John PAUL, Scotland

GeoRoe Fowlds, New Zealand

Vol. XIV. CHICAGO, FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 15, 1911. No.

Published by Louis F. Post

Bilsworth Building, 537 South Dearborn Street, Chicago

Single Copy, Five Cents Yearly Subscription, One Dollar

Entered as Second-Class Matter April 16, 1898, at the Post Office at

Chicago, Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

-

CONTENTS.

FDITORIAL:

Newton D. Baker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.

Those Beggars in Velvet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 946

The Congressional Balance sheet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 946
Hryan and Presidential Nominations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 947

Perquisites of a Railroad President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.48

Preparing School Children for the Market. . . . . . . . . . 94S
An Attractive School Bond Proposition. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.48

Housekeeping and WOrnan Suffrage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :} {:

Judicial Usurpation (John Freemantic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 949

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS:

Congestion of Population in New York (Benjamin

C. Marsh) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,

The American Workingman and the Tariff (Grade

Isabel Colbron) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. 952

The Liquor Traffic in Ohio (G. M. Hammeli) . . . . . . 12

Saloon Regulation (Seymour W. Tullock). . . . . . . . . . . . 95;}

NEWS NARRATIVE:

Tom L. Johnson's Successor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Brand Whitlock Renominated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Cincinnati Mayoralty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A Lynching as a Political Issue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Politics in Illinois. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Seattle Impeachment Case. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The Liquor Question in Maine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Conference of State Governors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tax Reform in Eastern Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

British Conference on Land Value Taxation. . . . . . .

News Notes

I:ELATED THINGS:

A Song for Labor Day (Will M. Maupin). . . . . . . . . . . 060

A Labor Day Forecast (Lona Ingham Robinson) . . . . . 960

Newton D. Baker as Seen by Brand Whitlock (with

portrait) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 962

BOOKS:

For a Democratic Nationalism. . . . . .

Hamiltonian Ideals

Commission Govern Il - 64

Books Received

Pamphlets

Periodicals

EDITORIAL

Newton D. Baker.

The logical successor of Tom L. Johnson has

been nominated as the Democratic candidate for

Mayor of Cleveland. Newton D. Baker has John

son's ideals for “a city set on a hill.” He is filled

with the enthusiasms that inspired Johnson. He

grasps the fundamental principles of democracy

that guided Johnson. He has the abilities, the tem

perament, the training and the experience to equip

him for leadership in carrying out Johnson's civic

policies sanely and progressively; and in every re

spect he possessed Johnson's confidence to the

uttermost. -

+

Tom L. Johnson was too much of a democrat

to impose post mortem obligations of political

leadership upon his followers. He knew that as

political conditions change methods also must

change, and that individuals useful at one stage

may become useless or inimical at another. The

people at any given time must be free to judge—

free from even the influence of a departed per

sonality. This is democracy. But Tom L. John

son's confidence in Newton D. Baker as personal

friend, as professional adviser, as political lieuten

ant, was steadfast to the last moment of his life;

and the Democratic voters of Cleveland have now

registered their confidence in the man in whom

Johnson confided. Though Baker was not the

only one of Johnson's trusted lieutenants, he was

that one of them to whom the other trusted ones
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turned for leadership when Johnson's leadership

was over. They knew, as did all who understood

Tom L. Johnson, that if circumstances had de

manded that Johnson name his own successor, he

would have named Newton D. Baker. What is

more, they knew Baker as the man whom in those

circumstances Johnson ought to have named.

•k

Though inspired by the same ideals as Tom L.

Johnson, Newton D. Baker was not and is not a

bind follower. In taking up the work from which

Johnson has been called away, he takes it up as

his own duty and not as another's. He is a man

who as leader will lead upon his own initiative,

who as a builder will build upon his own

responsibility. Though his face turn often and

lovingly toward the shrine of the lost leader at

whose side he loyally stood in many a hot battle

against Privilege, it will be, as indeed that leader

would have had it, not to worship the memory

of a mortal, but to draw stimulus anew for the

service of a cause. A majority of the Democratic

voters of Cleveland knew what the occasion de

manded when they nominated Newton D. Baker to

succeed Tom L. Johnson; we must wait to see,

yet of the result there ought to be no room for

doubt, if a majority of all the voters of Cleveland

will be as wise.

* †

Those Beggars in Velvet.

A New England mill owner and administrator

fell into conversation with his neighbor recently

on the subject of tariſt reduction. The mill own

er declared that if any part of the extremely high

protection enjoyed by his mills were reduced,

wages must be cut. But the neighbor by a few

questions elicited that the mills were paying con

siderably above 15 per cent on their capital, and

that the capital had been expanded 16-fold by the

simple device of issuing to stockholders new stock

in lieu of surplus dividends—so great for many

years had been the profits under high protection,

and a wage scale never higher than the condition

of the labor market forced the mills to pay. In

other words, this mill owner felt that he and his

fellow stockholders were entitled to huge dividends

upon stock chiefly representing accumulated

profits, and that if any one must suffer from the

loss of government coddling it should be the wage

earners, though all along they have received no

penny of the advantage from such protection.

+

One might be tempted to call this mill owner

a liar and a thief, a sturdy beggar and a selfish§§

rogue. But we must not be too severe with ill

dividuals. Let us realize that good men may per

suade themselves that they are entitled to tax

their neighbors by grace of legislation obtained at

the hands of the political party they have helped

to keep in power through large contributions. We

must be considerate also of wage-earners, whºse

fortunes are in the hands of such mill owneſs.

Easy enough it may be for them to permit them:

selves to be deluded into supporting the policy of

protection and to be terrified into the belief that

their very existence depends upon its continuanº.

But how can any man not directly engaged in a

protected industry, as owner or worker-how can

he be aware of such facts as those cited above, yet

continue to advocate protection ?

* +

The Congressional Balance Sheet.

In the Commoner of September 1, William J.

Bryan makes what he calls a balance sheet of the

record of the Democratic party at the special ses.

sion of Congress which closed last month. We

here translate this balance from literary into book

keeping form:

DR.

Making Underwood chairman of Committee on

Ways and Means. (“He is not a thorough-going

tariff reformer and his environment is against

progressive Democracy Has led to a suſ

render of the Democratic doctrine of free wool

and to the surrender to the Senate of the honor

of introducing the bill reducing the tariff on

iron and steel"). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Not putting wool on the free list. (“The tariff on

wool is the keystone of the protectionist arch

. . . Every speaker on the tariff will be con

fronted by the tariff on wool if he attempts to

attack the principle of protection, and he must

criticize Congress, or, if he defends Congress,

he must do so at the expense of party prin

ciple”)

Adjourning without submission of the amendment

for election of United States Senators by direct

vote of the people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Not passing an anti-trust bill. (“The decision of

the Supreme Court in the Standard Oil and to:

bacco cases so impaired the present anti-trust

law that additional legislation is imperatively

necessary”)

Allowing secret caucus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Balance to credit of future sessions. . . . . . . . . .

*

CR.

Election of Champ Clark as speaker ("a great im"
provement over Speaker Cannon"). . . . . . . . . . . . . l

Transfer of committee appointments from Speaker

to party caucus, each party selecting its own

quota (“a step in advance") . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1

Carried forward


