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divorce has to do. The discus-
sion raises a social and civil, not
a religious question; and it is with
reference to the social and civil
phase of the subject that our in-
quiry is made. In harmony with
the genmeral theory already, out-
lined, we shall encounter in that
inquiry problems that may be sum-
marized in these five questions:

(1) May society properly exact
binding contracts of marriage, and
assume for social and civil pur-
poses that if there be no contract
of marriage there iz no marriage?

(2) If 8o, has society the right
to regulate marriage contracta
80 far as to inhibit the making of
a second marriage contract while
& previous one subsists between
¢ither party and a third person?

(3) If society has this right,
has it also the complemeéntary
right to annul marriage con-
tracts?

(4) Assuming society to have
this right of nullification, may the
parties to the contract or declara-
tion of a marriage which has come
to an end through the dissolution
of the unifying love that made
it — may they themselves, or
either of them, properly eall upon
society to annul the contract? .

(5) Is either party to am an-
nulled marriage contract proper-
1y at liberty, while the other lives,
and not only as matter of naked
legal right but also with reference
to the just censures of public opin-
1on, to enter into a marriage con-
tract with a third person?

The first two of these questions
relate to the ceremonial of mar-
riage in its civil and social, as dis-
tinguished from its ecelesiastical
aspects; the other three have to
do with questions of divorce, W
shall discuss them in their order.

P——————

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE,

NEW YORK,

New York, Oct. 18.—The political
horoscope indicates but little change
in the situation in this State, There I3
no excitement or enthusiasm anywhere,
Even the Socialists and the People's
Party seem to be in about the same con-
dition as the two old parties, while the
Wall street gamblers give evidence that
they care not & whit how the election
Boes,  Within a month of the election
the sales of stocks are much heavier
than they were for the corresponding
period of last year, with a marked ad-
vance iIn values., A young Chicagn
Board of Trade operator who has been

in New York for the past three or four
years told me last week that his busi-
ness for the past month or two had in-
creased several times in volume from
what it had been at any corresponding-
period of time since he had been operat-
ing here. This would indicate that the
country Is exceptionally prosperous
and that the Republicans would easily
win.

But the stock and grain markets are
not a true barometer of the general
prosperity of the country, nor even of
that portion of it in proximity to the
stock market center. Anadvertisement
was inserted In the New York World of
Sunday, October 9, for a stenographer
and typist. Before mnoon on Tuesday,
October 11, the firm inserting the adver-
tisement had received elght hundred
and fifty (850) answers from applicants
for this position. The World is run-
ning a letter from this firm in large
black type as an advertisement of its
columns as an advertising medium. The
following extract from the letter would
indicate that conditions are worse than
usual,

We scarcely anticlpated such wonderful
amount of replies. We have advertised
many times ere this, but have never been so
deluged with applications, there being thogse
from almost every point within a distance of
fifty miles,

The senior member of the firm thought
the number of applicants from one short
advertisement so remarkable that the
‘World deserved a testimonal, which he
has sent unsolicited, according to the
published statement of that journal, It
does not seem to have occurred either to
the World or to the firm that the condi-
tion of the unemployed had anything to
do with the wonderful success of tha
advertisement.

In a three-column double-leaded edi-
torial, “Not a Government by the Peo-
ple,” the Times of yesterday scems to
have given up hope of Parker's election.
The walil of the editorial is that the
trusts are not dividing their contribu-
tions, If Mr. Bryan were to use some
of the language in the Commoner used
in this editorial, conservative society
would be shocked. Here are a few ex-
tracts:

They [Republieans) have grown used to
seeing the Presjdency bought with  the
funds of corporations, to seeing the powers
of the Government farmed out to the pro-
viders of campalegn funds, That fs why the
publie s Indifferent, the voters uneoncer N,

« Where do these coniditions iend? How
long will they be continued?  Where Lhey
lead, history tells us, . The common
people of France overthrew their govern-

ment, and cut off the hoad of their King
when they coulld no longer bear the merci-
less exactinns of the noebiity and the elorgy,
at that time the priviieged olass of France

Qur trusts and combinntions ek patents of
nobliity, but in what other respects do they
differ from the French nobles who Hyved in
luxury and  spiendor upon tax monjes
syueczed out of the pockets af a starving
try? . 8o we are plready come
the time when speciul privilege creates

that inequality of condition which, in the
history of other countries, has been cured
by revolution. It will be cured by revo.u-
tion here, a peaceful revoiution, through
the use of the ballot, but nevertheless it
may be a costly one. There I8 no possible
concealment of the magnitude or the source
of the great fortunes that have been accu-
mulated in the country through government
favor and privilege, The people Know about
them, the people are much given to discuss-
fng them. In the orderly course of
natural law and evolutlion, tke Instruments
by which great soclal and political charges
are brought about begin their work auto-
matically and in the riperiess of time. Tke
people of the country are coming to under-
stand what special privilege means. . . .
Mr. Roosevelt may be elected President.

.. 1f there be no change In the Re-
publican administration and legislative
plan, . . . then the year 1%08 may prove
to be one of grave political importance, it
may mark an epoch in the economic devel-
opment of the country. If we would picture
to ourselves what it Is that impends, what
may be the origin and nature of the coming
change, and with what forces the regime
of spcl."[a] privilege is to be brought toan
end, we reed go no farther back than tothe
campaigna of 18% and of 1900,

1s this not a warniog to the truststhat
it they elect Roosevelt the radicals will
take the Democratic saddle and in ail
probability elect their candidate In 19087
—and on a ‘more radical platform tban
in 1896 or 1900?

Congressman Robert Baker has begun
a cart-tail campaign in the Sixth Cop-
gressional district. If he has the physi-
cal strength to make the same kind of
campaign he did two years ago he will
not be long in” arousing enthusiasm
throughout his district. Several inci-
dents have occurred since Baker's nom-
ination to indicate that deliberate, al-
though quiet, measures are taken to pre-
vent him from getting the fullest oppor-
tunity to speak at the meetings con-
trolled by the Brooklyn boss, P. H. Mc-
Carren.

Baker was nominated {n spite of Mc-
Carren's domination in Brooklyn, be-
cause two of the largest districts are not
controlled by the'Brooklyn boss. Al-
though it is pretty generally conceded
here that McCarren has exceptionally
close relations with the Standard Oil
Co., he is also chairman of the Demo-
cratic State executive committee, Two
of the three largest halls in Brooklyn
are situated in Baker’'s district. A large
meeting has already been held in each.
At the first meeting Baker was com-
pletely ignored. At the other his name
was not announced as one of the speak-
ers until after he made a vigorous pro-
test, and then not until the night pre-
ceding the meeting, although it had been
advertised several days before, and the
name of the candidatg for State sena-
tor, a minor office as compared with Con-
gressman, given a prominent place on
the bills, although he Inakes no preten-
sions as a public speaker, He preceded
Baker, reading his speech elosely from
manuscript, and not finishing until after
11 o'clock. Even at this late hour the
chairman made no attempt to hold the
audience for Baker, but deliberately
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played his cards to drive the audience
away without giving Baker a chance to
address them. Butalthough it was near-
ly midnight when Baker began speaking,
he held the audience for forty minutes,
scoring the Republicans for their sub-
serviency to the trusts, and in denunecia-
tion of Rockefeller and Standard Oil
methods of finance, although McCarren
was on the platform with a number of
his cronles. The audience greeted
Baker's excorlation of Wall street meth-
ods of fleecing the public, with rapturous
applause, while McCarren and his
friends winced and covertly eneered, A
few nights subeequent to this, at a dis-
trict meeting where Baker was billed as
the chief speaker, an ex-Congressman
was Introduced first and held the plat-
form for an hour. Baker was billed to
speak at two other meetings that same
evening and requested the chairman to
notify the speaker that he had these
other engagements, It has always been
the custom In Brooklyn for speakers Lo
give way temporarily to candidates who
bave other appointments to fill. After
repeating the request Baker left with-
out addressing the meeting. However,
he took pains tolet both his friends and
enemies know that the leaders had de-
llberately planned to squelch him.

Although not in favor with the Anti-
Bryan Democrats who have control of

. the Brooklyn machine, ‘Baker is popu-
lar with the rank and file Democrats
who do the voting. They give evidence
that they admire his flghting qualities
wherever he addresses them. Evenata
conservative Dbusiness men’s noonday
meeting In New York, at 597 Broadway.
one day last week. at which I was pres-
ent, Baker was the only speaker that
evoked enthusiaem, although his talk
was along the most radical lines. He
received quite an ovation from the
audience at the conclusion, the report-
ers joining in the applause.

A few evenings ago 1 was passing
through Baker’s district on a trolley car.
Just before 1 got off a couple of gentle-
men, who by their dress and demeanor
gave evidence of belng successful busi-
ness or professional men, took seats near
me. One of them expressed himself
very strongly in favor of Baker's course
in Congress and said that he belleved
the people would return him, the other
gentleman quietly assenting. Some of
his friends are predicting that he will
lead the ticket, notwithstanding the se-
cret knifing that he will receive at the
hands of McCarren's friends, Baker,
himself, feels sanguine of victory if he
had friends to make an aggressive and
thorough campaign. To do this effec-
tively he must not only conduct the eart-
tail campaign, but the forty thousand
voters in his district should receive his
record both In and out of Congress. This
alone will cost a thousand dollars, The
c¢irculation of his article in the Sep-
tember Arena, entitled “The Reign of
Graft and Its Remedy,” would be an
effective campaign document.

Both the national committee and the
Congressional committee have refused
him aid. He will receive no aid from
the local committee. Unless his radical
friends throughout the country lend &
helping hand he has a difficult task
ahead of him. His reelection would be
a victory for radical democracy every-

where. D. 8. LUTHER

BUFFALO.

Buffalo, N. Y., Oct. 18.—In my last
letter (p. 278) [ told of the “public
opinion” ordinance whish had been
adopted by the Common Council of this-
city, referring to the fact that a resolu-
tion had been introduced in the Board
of ‘Aldermen providing that a question
be submitted to the voters to advise
whether school houses shall be opened
for public meetings under proper regu-
lations, and saying that the resolution
had been referred to the school com-
mittee, and that the Common Council
had adjourned over the month of Au-
gust. Since then some progress has
been made,

The Board of Aldermen met on the
5th of September. Mr. Stockton, of the
Referendum League, was unable to per-
suade the commitiee on schools to meet
and take action on the resolution prior
to the meeting of the Board. He did,
however, persuade the Board of Alder-
men to discharge the committee and
adopt the resolution. Approved by the
Board of Councilmen on the Tth and
slgned by the Mayor on the 8th the or-
dinance came in force just within the
required time for placing it on the bal-
lot.

The next problem was to get the ques-
tion upon the ballot. The City Clerk on
the 3d of October, under the direction
of the Corporation Councel, sent a cer-
tified copy of the referendum ordinance
and the resolution to the Commissioner
of Elections, who is a county officer,
with a request that he place the ques-
tion on the ballot and inform him (the
city clerk) whether or not he would do
80, The Corporation Counsel and Mr.
Stockton were preparing Lo make ap-
plication to the Supreme Court for a
peremptory writ of mandamus to com-
pel the Commissioner of Electlons to
place the question on the ballot in case
his answer was unfavorable. This proved
unnecessary, however, for a reply
was received from that officer saying
the question would go upon the ballot.

The problem now is to get the people
to vote on the proposition, This ques-
tlon was .adopted for the purpose of
starting the referendum movement
without the corporate opposition which
would be met if a question more vital
were submitted, The disadvantage lies
in the fact that, owing to the character
of the question and the shortness of the
time before election, the vote may be
light. This wounld give the apposition
newspapers a string to harp on about the
referendum always being a failure, The

Referendum League is doing all in its

power to arouse interest in the question.
I'"he two morning papers are favorable
and give us a good deal of space, and
several high school teachers are trying
to get their pupils to work at the polls.
The Superintendent of Education is in
favor of the adoption of the plan.

The League is aleo questioning can-
didates-for the State legislature as to
their stand on the referendum generally,
and has prepared literature to send out
in opposition to State Senator George A.
Davis, who “held up” the referendum
bills in the Cities Committee of the Sen-
ate last-winter and who is now seeking
reelection. The normal Republican ma-
jority In his district Is 2,200, which the
League hopes to reduce.

ALBERT H. JACKSON.

AUSTRALASIA (p. 407).
Corowa, N. 8. W., Sept. 15. —An impor-

tant question in connectlon with land
tenures is coming up for settlement in
Néw Zealand. About 1,735,000 acres are
held by nearly 9,000 tenants on lease;
1,565,000 acres being at a rent of four
per cent. of the capital value, without
revaluation, for 999 years, and the bal-
ance subject to periodical revaluation.
There is & movement to allow these ten-
ants to purchase the freehold. Thisis
strangly opposed by a party which also
desires to prevent any more crown land
being sold. Mr. Seddon, the permier,
who is an opportunist, has parried the
matter so far, and has now shelved it by
appointing a royal commission to in-
quire into the whole question of land
tenure.

In New South Wales we have a per-
petual leasing system, aleo, the land be-
ing let-at a rent of one and one-fourth
per cent, of the capital value for the
first five years, and afterwards at two
and one-half per cent., subject to revalu-
ations, There is a similar proposal
here, that the tenants chould be allowed
to buy the freehold. but the number of
leaseholders Is not yet large. The
chief argument used im favor of the
proposal is that tenants cannot borrow |
money on the security of their land. To
read the Conservative papers, anyone
would think a farmer could not be happy
unles his land were mortgaged.

In this state the Reform party has or-
Zanized a ministry, with Joseph Caruth-
ers as premier and James Ashton, a
true democrat, as minister of lands.

The Labor party has made a further
gain in Queensland. There were thred
parties in the State parliament until
the Labor party and another formed a
coalition ministry. But the House was
then almost equally divided, so that
neither side conld command a majority.
An election was held in Auncust, when
the parties were returned as follows:
19

Ministerialist (coalltion)....
Labar teoalitlon).....

Opnesition ...
Independent

In the previous parliament the Labor




