


: “GOD grant thdt not only the love '
- liberty but a thorough knowledge of the
Rights of Man may pervade all the Nations.

f the Farth so that a Philosopher may set hzﬁ_
?o sanywhere and say This i untry.”
—BENJAM NKLIN
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11 LAND, the earth God gave to man
for "his home, sustenance and support; and
it sbould never be the possession of any man,

fon, society, of unfrlendly govern-
ment any ingte than the air or water, if as
nmch An indr al, or company, or enter-
prise requiring tind:.should hold no more
than is required for their
and mever more than they
7 the prudent management o‘x‘ ]

; siness. —«ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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THE FORGOTTEN FREEDOM

.. By SIDNEY JASON -

CONSPICUOUS by 1ts absence in Umted Natzons pmpa—
ganda iz one of the popular Allied slegans of 1914 1918
“Thxs 15 @ war to enc’: all War 7

lig i the ‘ways, of 3
poflths o helieye that “dar can end war We have comé “to
realize that' some other” instrument far . more . powerful than
the'’ force of :rms': d;spensabie for the pﬂrpﬂse of estabhs}ung

* : *':."*':"* A T

What i thls other mstrumcnt? .
ations ?

-4 rehglous tenascence s’ “PoIzcmD’ ai A
“Re-education” of the ' world’s ch:Idren in ltove of ‘peace?
Comg}ete umamzatm' it 1de * Beveridge

yut: graet ]
-merit: there may be it any oi these or stzmiar proposals, none
-of them reaches down to the root.causes. of; war. None.of them

the. pruductwe energ;es of. At

.that cach 'huméil' being:.cansatisfy: his economic- desires in his

m-provides. a. means: for
Idly goods so sorely needed
to relieve poverty — though poverty, the basic evil which
nourishes all other evils] war above all, can be reheved only 1f

Kthere is vastly mcreased productlon. .

.For. exa.mp]e Umons, Bevendge plans and. 'al:-. Secunty

-s_vstems merély propose to accomphsh & [more.; -equitable dis-

tribation of goods already  produced .or in current: production.
Impertant 25,151 the. question: -of »equitable - distribution, - more

-mrgent is: that of inereased productmn. The most, eqmtable $Y5-

tem.of wealth dastnbﬂtioﬂ cananot distribute more. goods than
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o : thatat the very
i h:rrhesz paznt of peaceful cndeavor Production. fell far short
_:_of satisfyihg. minmum human needs. €n o “speak of those

aomforts and huturies which 20 eyond “needs”)

tted Stutes! Social Securit vt shape, 18

‘there is not cnﬂugh

beous? Is t 1t tm > that aIl post

bi posal" meats
£-past. war planiner
r estabilishing peace
al” means a definite

‘then ‘most: surely
mchldes some guch. proposal
: : fter thi

far popularly é g
it d intenti s s an abundance_of nawe fa;t}; t_ha some-

wilt: 2y,
to triumph: over prableins | :
‘g §pecilic suggestwn tha for p
-dlffers from allthe €conomic anct pahtma[

As cach day brmgs forth addifional “post-war plans for
i ng_ poverty the irifluenice-of: the-Atlantic € a_rter becomes
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needs, or-at least-with the needs of the American. people.. More-
over, the-:Declaration provided a depariure-in popular thinking
which stinmtlated: further: thought and .opened the way . for the
expansion -of ideas::: The Atlantic Charter, on. the-other hand,
evades fundamentals in Fuman thought parries every basic pri}b—
lemr: of: our day,.minces swords. in.the best tradition ol . 'old-
fashioned: diplemacy’--and .leaves thmkmg o the sub_tect 0f
§2d1§3£ 1socmi reform: . exactky where: it -was: pnor {0 .:August

- However;. by 'rizue of 1ts a{ﬁual clerwatmn and 1ts dramat;c
origins, “the. Charter” has: beex! a vsrtual strait-jacket. of. post
wag: planning.: F:i$ isepving to “freez iy thinking. on :the
subject;whereas:its-historic role. {like that of the: Declaration
of Independence) shouldr-have -been to.free our thought from
the lag of d1scredtted ‘ancient dr::ctrmesn The. Atlantic Gharter,
instead: of breakmg with: the: past—as did. the Dedaratio e
merely temporizes: with 4t o

MWhile 17 ¥5: tige- that: there: has heen rmlch cnttmsrn of Lhc
Charter; -this ‘eriticism: has; stayed within the: general, over-all
pattern of basic:ideas which give:body. to Mr.. Roosevelt’s .and
Mr.. Churchill’s: compact. How true.ihis:is-will .become clear as
we ‘examine one or; two.of these basic: Atlantic, Charter. ideas
while keeping'in.mind. plans which: either: claitn to foﬂow it or
supposedly. oppose it

The Charter and all its satelhte p!ans seek to expand pro-
duction - by. contrcﬂhng t—a “horse -and bugey” idea if ever
there: was one! All human experience teaches. that production
Fises inost rapidly ‘whén céontrols are relgxed ; msn work hardest,
produce most-efhciently whien they are’ the most {ree to foIioW

'the mcentwes of thelr desn’es and: ambltmns

.*****

The Aﬂant:c Charter oﬁers tlns propoamou'- after the war

"the United States'of America and the United Kingdom fogether -
“will-endeavior, with respect: for their: existing obligations, to

further -the .enjoyment by all States, great or. small, victor-or
vanguished; .of access, on equal terms, to the: trade :md ‘to.the

TAW matn:—:nals of:the world which are needed for their economic

prosperity.”
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Such expressions as “existing obligations” and “equal terms,”
however well meant, are bound te bedevil the praciical in-
strumentation of any coniract among nations of unequal strength.
For. example, what are these “existing obligations ?¥ Arc these
“existing obligations” based, in the first place, upon justice,
or do they represent the advanced or entrenched positions of
privileged groups? I any “existing obligation” were {ound
to conflict with a right of mankind upon whick 2 solution of
our problems depended, would the obligation take precedence
over the right? Is the established rartel system an “existing
obligation” with respect to which the “rights” of “States”
ot to speak of the rights of man, would have to be meszured
before the raw materials problem could be worked out?

And further, what are “equal terms” among . States? And
how are they to be determined? Who is to decide which raw
materials are needed for “economic prosperity ! (What is
prosperity in India, for example? In China? In the United
States?)y How is this need to be defermined? Which sowrces
of raw malerials—there are many under many different sover-
eignties—are to be appropriated for the purpose?

These questions are miriguing enough, and yet a more fnnda-
mental question far overshadows them in importance: [oss
enjoyment of access to row materials begin, rightfully and {ogic-
ally, with Staies o5 such or with ndizaduals as such?

* & ® % %

The wdea that “States” as such can guarantee prosperity 1o
their iphabitanis is, of course, not new. This is the Mer-
cantilist docirine most openly advocated in the i7th and 18th
centuries, and otherwise known as Sialism or Protectionism.
History records it as an inglorions failure, Every effort of a
State to regulate industry and econonic life for the good of
its citizens has resulted in innumerable evils, foremost among
which are the deeper impoverishment of the poor, the further
entrenchment of established monopolics, the enhancemen: of
despotic political and economic power and, of course, war—
which, in its ultimaic sense is nothing mwore than a virulent
expression of the disease of economic and accompanying spiritual
poveriy.
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It is not a matter of comjecture, but one of simple revorded
fact, that in the field of economic activity the moest a State can
do is supervise and protect the prosperity of a privileged class,
or else assure a low level of prison-like security for its total
population,

Hitler's and Stalin's efficiency in eliminaiing upemployment
{nod poverty) may itmpress some as contradicting these con-
clusions, but on the contrary, they bear them out BRoth the
Hitler and the Stalin schemes have proved efficient s inaugurat-
g and prosecuting war; neither has proved efficient wn pro-
viding oppertunities for the gratification of free human desires.

If we apply the term prosperity io the whole population,
and if we mean by it a generous, widening, contining aad
ascending scale of living, this 15 o phenomencn which appears
only n an almosphere of fresdows, as a resuli of ndividual
enterprise and free economic opportunities ior ab least a wide
section of the people. Such a prosperity is the reward of work
carried on with a minsmum of restraint by the Siate, The
degree to which this phenomenon manifests itsell depends entirely
apon the measure of froedom enjoyed by the people as indi-
viduals, and of cowrse, upen the percentage of people who
really are fres to pursue the nmormal incentive of cconomic
activity.

In this respect, it is ecsseatial to remember that the measure
of econmomic frecdom enjoved by individaals in o given com-
munity is not always a matter of direct Siate control or absence
of such control. Too often, particularly in democratic countries,
when direct State interference is lacking, private monopolies
provide the restricting conditions; and underlying the failure
of all States, democratic and despotic alike, to maintain cconomic
stability is the basic restriction of all—the monopoly which
makes all other monopolies possible. The Atlantic Charter
is right i its ambition to break this monopoly, the moenopoly
by the fewr of ihe materials of wahwre: it iz wrong in seeking
to breal this monopoly by means of another monopoly, State
POWET,

# & & K Ok

Thus, the Atlantic Charter proposes to repeat, in what it
intends shall be a more enlightened and more effeclive manner,
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s b g i this profound - sense,  flien, : that ¢
fails; o providi 9‘"}‘?{?5_)‘_????1“}3_173?1:"_16?
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iore. potwerful S
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" unstiecessinl:h
Stdtes: in this.2
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freedom 6f .
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s e rights” 6f §

to:the :mass of mankind;
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Why, for example, did men lack employment during 'fhé..

depressiont In great cities, in the midst of miserable, o
c.rqwded slums, stood empty buitding lots, Were these
ummproved because no contractors were ready to save the

selyes from hankrupicy or from the threat of it by undervdléiiy .
' S

new enterprises? Were bricklayers, electricians, plu

carpenters 1dle because they were not willing to work
and? Was there no demand for cleaner, chieaper Hving ¢
—or do people live i misery by choice? T

Not lack of willingness to work, but a strictly ;nan:-t.n::;\de'

fencing off of matire's workshop lay then, and atter .thewar
may again lie at the root of unemployment, e

Given easy and equitable access to the land, contractors Wdﬁld .

have built houses. Bricklayers, electricians, plumbers, carpen

and a score or more of other types of craftsmen would: hive

found ready employment. The demand for better living gquarte
would have been satishied. Employment begets em oymte
But employment starts, and always must start, somewhere, o
the Jand, for we can five only on the tand and only by -
things taken from it )

Not only in the cty, hut on the farm and in the for

{he mine and ia the jungle, wherever man by growing things .

atilizes the reproductive forces of nature for his good; or by
extracting things from the earth, avails himself of nature’s

free gifts—all over the world men have been cut offl from -

employment not because nature is niggardly or reluctant, but
because masn himself has by some inexplicable perversity fe-
stricted bis own use of the Jond. A vicious systern of land control
—world-wide and age-long in ils acceptance—has permit'ted'a
comparatively few men to check the access of the great’mas €5
of manlind to their basic workshop — the land. T

& F & F X

It is fashionabie these days for large industrial organizations
to speak about the jobs they can provide after the war. et
a1l the industrialisis of the world, straining their utmost to.put
men to work, coutd achieve but InicTOSCOPIC SUCCEss compared
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with the inAnite potenil iies of nature, of land. And even this
FCrOSEOTC guaniily of jobs depends eatirely upon those jobs
‘e the first place by Dature. Industry is nothing mere

grovided int ) ] : i
than an eoctension Ol the primary (_)(:cupat'ions of growing and
extracting ; and indusiry can ﬂQurlsh caly to the extent that
thuse prlumaly geeupalions ﬂo;:nsh. Indl}sh‘ml ;)rodpct;fn can
increase only as 1t increnses ifs wse of “raw materials.” The
higher W€ buid oor skyscrapers, the smore we st resort
io the use of the land — the farest, the farm, the mine.

If i the poitaeal sphere it can he truthiully said that ‘15 you
“eive Light the peope will find their owa way,” 56 18 the
economic sphere it 35 true that if you give easy and equitable
access to the lapd (in city and country} — climinating spacula-
five and monopolistic restrictions on the use of maiure’s work-
shop—the people wili make thelr own jebs.

x % % % *

shen, 35 The Forgotien Freedom : the freedom of men—

‘o the heritage nature has given them on leyms

of eguality with A other men. There is 1o meption of this

freedom m the Atlauiic Charter; ihere is 1o mention of it in

the “Four repdomns” nor in any othet document expressing the

war ahms of the Upited Nations,  Withoat this fresdom, all

fhe aspirations of the Atlantic Charter and ifs mnumeralle

saelite plans for providing justics and elimpinating poverty and
war are doomed Lo failurer

5

Seme will sontend that this freedom, fhis equal right of ail
men 10 the boady of mature, 18 jmplicif in the goneral purpose
ol the Atlantic Charter. Let ug see if this is so.

& & x ¥ %

Man's equal right to use the earth exisis, not by grace of
ihe Siate, but by the mere {act of human existence. This right
accomparnics the birth of cach imdividwal. It is a right which
exists over and above any Siate, and one which existed belore
any State came o being. It exists regardiess of race, ereed,
color, or umaticmality.

S s

D




10 THE FORGOTTEN FREEDOM

To deny the ex of this right s to i ngEie o natural
ign a gross contradicion—the creation of lifg withour the
provision of means {or sustaining i Nature cormmits ac such
errov. Man and pran alone, zhmwﬁz *lst_ exercise of ignoranee,
arrogance and greed, ohscures nature’s harmonies :md destro
his own opportuntties for a Bie of almndam? ve

Vet the Amaaric Charter, repeat ing the erronecus and in-
wifectual approach of all the qmmgv«;ml Siaimmman@ efforts
io provide imstice, proposes to make the Siage (m this case,
represented by the United Kingdom z2nd the United States
of America) castodian of this right and executor of it for th
Bepefit of mankind, . ©

Fhis assumption of guardiapship is based on one of the most
unforiunaie mmtellectual pitialls into which man has been he-
trayed, viz, the iomt right ggfirr;a—wthe collectivistic theory
u,i_ud is a major source of all modern socia! and political
evils : Communism, Fasvism, Nazistn, and the 1.1;1‘1:1;)9*‘.' trend
toward 2 benign “State socilism” n Fngland and ﬂm(ﬂiitmd
States.  This docirine interprets the .‘:w?u:, of man as being
of o joint natare, Le, to be sharsd or sdministered collec twv!y
by an arbitrarily miah!zsim? political a ;m;,sams whe the
u<>]m of man are equal Fighls, io he enjoved by them as 'Elldl-
cduals accordmg e the 11ﬁ“hts of sach, as lozw as there 1s
due respect for the squivalent rights of ofhers. The fusnction
of the State s to seoire and guaronive these equal righis not
fo assane goardianship or custedianship over theps,

"We hold these truths w0 be self-evideni, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed, by their Creator, with
certain unalisnable rights .. . that to secure these rights govern-
nents are mstituted among men ., 7 ‘

EXpTe

4 with axiomatic pith and vuger are the

“American way” was founded
:?;nd upon which # amst a_r:n:stmuc to build i it 13 to remain the
American way.” Equality (of appmh}mtv of mﬂr;ne) the
unalienability of squal aatural rights: the Hmited function of
goverament—io secure these Yx{?_’htb‘ there canmot be argunent
against these foundations of freedom except on the basis of an

cent rai truths upon which the
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ave travelled far tooward «
the coonomic sphere we have
eguality of opporiunity ltimane !%,

ook R X &

most Hhersl, evea the most far-fetched iii' pretation
fantic Unﬁ:w will reveal no recognition of this For-
sdnm, this basic right of men, as indiv d\ als, to use
hoom terms of eguabiy, On the conteary he Atlantic
o definitely eommits tisell fo mainiain “existing obliga-
thongh many of th tiny oi}lzgatzum h«:}m it
individnal Tights of man. “harter asseriz as “common
mciples i the vational [mm%s of their re ve copntries”
senen of .‘xmm control of all manlond's social problems and
1 spite of the fact that ¢ a;rf scheme for
SC P oblems has only served 1o restrict
rights and pu‘umml freedom.

p
2

%

eged joint
; - zgual
same 1me deprives man of that
air ndividual, which is alse 2

,mi dihf
{ man, but af the
iy toward himself, o

® &% £ 0w %

aowy this much from common experience: The Us‘ziteé
grow fo greatness i oan stmosphere of frecdom

i hich there was o large measars of indly hiua
; d from fand r);;gafmti 1o} State direc-
i original condition of mdependence and wids-
;r‘«l;vmui initiative and competition was  saperseded
v controls; the nstdious tand ;mm;pol} at host, and
wn 2 long train of added mom 5, all of which wlimately
pra s for their vrivileges wpon the land monopoly backed by
Sinie sonctions,

sui the evils of monopoly, the State
wirtions of course, but with shnilarhy

y the nature of things, i makes no
% wgae‘%he‘ 2 o y‘mim private mononGly or a bengyolent

HEvgets msirécia ;:m!mizm and conirols the opportunity




by those {
¢ This objective-can bé- achieved t

- tion of the full economic rent-of all-Tan
merely an cxtension of the present policy by which the govern-,
ment, through land taxes;” collects a part’ of this annnal land
yalue, TlpmimedieE o . 5
¢ If the unearfied increment that by and large attaches to land
no' longer-acerued, monepolisiic;:absentee: or- speculative owper-
ship ‘woisld: be. anprofitable: i

; twhion

mite, forést:
desired for use

‘ough government collec-

se by all
employment.

: W bie,7in effect, a
‘new and: constintly available frontier beckoning 1o the venture:
‘some; the zmbitious, the talented. Since mian's. desires are un-
_Timited; since his ingepuity knows no- bounds and his energies
are capable of pérforming miracles, -this- unlimited opportunity

(nature: does offer: unlimited opportunities]). could only mean

on. . Under. such circum:

‘a continuous upward:spital.of producti
.stances -the - dread -diséase ol pover
dong :in any large
«of war—=the. ‘hav
‘The . Forgotten  Fri
‘poverty — is also

main festering spot
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aailable for ‘use when it is
le dnd ‘willing“to use it.:

and: Inipractice this means:

ould hardly linger for -




