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19. On the New U.S. Constitution

To Thomas Jefferson

London, December 6, 1787

.. . You are afraid of the one, I, of the few. We agree perfectly that the
many should have a full, fair, and perfect representation. You are appre-
hensive of monarchy, I, of aristocracy. I would, therefore, have given
more power to the president, and less to the senate. The nomination and
appointment to all offices, I would have given to the president, assisted
only by a privy council of his own creation; but not a vote or voice would
I have given to the senate or any senator unless he were of the privy
council. Faction and distraction are the sure and certain consequences of
giving to a senate a vote in the distribution of offices. You are apprehen-
sive that the president, when once chosen, will be chosen again and
again as long as he lives. So much the better, as it appears to me. You
are apprehensive of foreign interference, intrigue, and influence. So am
1. But as often as elections happen, the danger of foreign influence re-
news. The less frequently they happen, the less danger; and if the same
man may be chosen again, it is possible he will be, and the danger of
foreign influence will be less. Foreigners, seeing little prospect, will have
less courage for enterprise. Elections, my dear sir, to offices which are a
great object of ambition, I look at with terror. Experiments of this kind
have been so often tried, and so universally found productive of horrors,
that there is great reason to dread them. . . ..




