35. On Natural Aristocracy

To Thomas Jefferson
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. . though we are agreed in one point, in words, it is not yet certain that
we are perfectly agreed in sense. Fashion has introduced an indetermi-
nate use of the word talents. Education, wealth, strength, beauty, stature,

birth, marriage, graceful attitudes and motions, gait, air, complexion, .
physiognomy, are talents, as well as genius, science, and lea.rmng Any one
of these talents that in fact commands or influences two votes in society
gives to the man who possesses it the character of -an aristocrat, in my
sense of the word. Pick up the first hundred men you meet, and make a
republic. Every man will have an equal vote; but when deliberations and
 discussions are opened, it will be found that twenty-five, by their talents,
virtues being equal, will be able to carry fifty. votes. Every one of these
twenty-ﬁve is an aristocrat in my sense of the word; whether he obtains
one vote in addition to his own, by his birth, fortune, ﬁgure, eloquence,
science, learning, craft, cunning, or even his character: for good fellow- .
ship, and a bon vivant. -

What gave Sir William Wallace his amazing aristocratical superiority?
His strength. What gave Mis. Clarke her aristocratical influence—to
create generals, admirals and bishops? Her beauty. What gave Pompa-
dour and Du Barry the power of making cardinals and popes? And I
have lived for years. in the Hotel de Valentinois, with Franklin, who had
as many virtues as any of them. In the investigation of the meaning of the
word “talents,” I could write 630 pages as pertinent as John Taylor’s, of
Hazlewood; but I will select a single’ example; for female aristocrats are
nearly as formidable as males. A daughter of a greengrocer. walks the
streets in London daily, with a basket of mbbage sprouts, dandelions,
and spinach, on her head. She is observed. by the. painters to have a
beautiful face, an elegant figure, a graceful step, and a. debonazr They
hire her to'sit. She complies, and is painted by forty artists in a circle
around her. The scientific Dr. William Hamilton outblds the pamters,
sends her to school for a genteel education, and marries her. This lady not -
only causes. the triumphs of the Nile, Copenhagen, and. Trafa]gar, _but
separates Napl&s from France, and ﬁnally banishes the king and ‘queen
from Sicily. Such is the aristocracy of the natural talent of beauty.
Millions of éxamples might be quoted from history, sacred and profane,
from Eve, Hannah, Deborah, Susanna; Abigail, Judith, Ruth, down to
Helen, Mrs. de Mambenor, and Mrs. Fitzherbert. For mercy’s sake do
not compel me to look to our chaste States and territories to find women,
one of whom let go would in the words of Holophernes s gua.rds deceive
the whole earth. .

. Your d:stmctlon between natural and artificial a.nstocracy, does. not
appear to me founded. Birth and wealth are conferred upon some men as

~ imperiously by nature.as genius, strength, or beauty. The heir to honors,
and riches, and power has often no more merit in procurmg these advan-
tages than he has in obtaining a handsome face, or an elegant figure.
When anstocrames are established’ by human laws, and’ honor, wealth
and power are made hereditary by mummpal laws and pohtwal institu-
tions, then I acknowledge artificial aristocracy. to commence; but this
never commences till corruption in elections become dominant and un-



controllable. But this artificial aristocracy can never last. The everlasting
envies, jealousies, rivalries, and quarrels among them; their cruel rapacity
among the poor ignorant people, their followers, compel them to set up
Casar, a demagogue, to be a monarch, a master; pour mettre chacun &
sa place. Here you have the origin of all artificial aristocracy, which is
the origin of all monarchies. And both artificial aristocracy and monarchy,
and civil, military, political, and hierarchical despotism, have all grown
out of the natural aristocracy of virtues and talents. . . .



