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TPY BINGLE TAX MOVHMENT
' LOGKING BACKWARD

Why fs 16 that metwithebending the presentstion of the Heary
George Single Tax Plan Awring the psst seventy-five yeare, it hes not
yot beon moopt.d and adopted hy any govermment?

Thﬁﬂ sre seversl good num rnr this fsilure, Inatesd of its
being eoaniwtﬁ br eo:i leges and nniﬂrntiﬂ. these mti'&utim‘

‘hed p:muuny esuum the seience of politiesl ssoncuy, ia reslity

~ the most .'..mpanmt of .11 solences in relation to humen u‘.tt‘nrﬁ, u
twtna no sciente at all snd of little eusmoum snyweay. 4As s rule
the mnogw m universitioes rejected the philuayhy of m: ny.
.mwm nguu itself, for in like manner the wise men of thﬁ.! dey
rejected the diseoverises of Galileo ia utream.‘ The lesding sntsgonist
of Benry ﬁMga mmong educstors wes Gemersl Premcis A, Welker, President
of the i!uuﬂmu%m Mitnu of Teshnology. He atated thet thﬂt
Henry @cmmn hed meh o ny ahmt unoesrned mcrm nt it wee noticesble
tha‘b he nm 1ittle or nothing to ssy sbout mowuoa Mrmcnh

ﬁqu &o”gﬁt response to0 this was thet it was irksome to heve to
contend with a men who spoke of unrequited deorement, s thing which

hsé no originsl wvalue. |

It is only falr to stete tiet while our colleges snd universities
were doing megnificent sCucstionel work im sll the other seiences,
progress has besn stesdily mesde in scceptence of the philosophy of
Renry George.

A very iwportant resson why the Henry George plen was not quickly
sceepted was the repidly incressing operations of institutionsl ohsrities,
Seventy~five yesrs ago the plight of the unemployed was very desperste,
The wagea for common lsbor were totally insdequats for femily expenses,
The only svailsble recourse for the old md mtaﬁua&a sembers of
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seciety was the éreaded poor house, whioch msny regerded es worss than
Gesth itself, Theve was mothing im these daye compsrsble to the §#sids
#4¢ colosssl schivities of imstitubiensl caarity of later deys. Bvery
tmportent oity has its snaus) drive for the commmnity shest, whish in
turn provides the fumds for thivty or forbty seperats charities, These
sherities are tﬁpﬁlmtbd by philenShropie foundations, the ministratiows
of fraSerns]l peclietiesn sud te pnhr or less extent by every Mm

in the lmnd, snd whet 18 often overlooked, the ifmmense service tmﬁ is
givea to unfortunste individusls by their mere fortunste relatives.

Then the mltitude of foundetions, eolleges, snd other institutions
provide many thengsads of scholarships, 21l of which mesn s great

ssving of expense to individusl ciSisens.

These operstions of institutionsl cherity hsve bDeen supplemented
by the scolelistic sotivities of the federsl govermment in sa effort
So provide "fresdom from fear and wank,” the fear which, inoidentslly,
is the mein spring or imcentive for industrisl progress. These messures
of the federal goverammmt included unemployment QMmkiu. wtie
fielelly high prices under price suppors, price snd reat regulstion,
wd most importsat of all the protection of s lsrge pereentsge of the
populstion with wmonthly pensioms under the depsrtment of soeisl sesurity,
The effects of all these gretuibies provided to citisems have soted s
s sop to gquist the demunds of justiee, s spporific to slew down the
single tax movement.

Then the oppesition of those who held vested interests must be
sonsidered, The most axtensive of the vested interests which would
suffer by the iatreduciion of the simgle tax sre those of lsnd monepoly
snd 1and speoulation, A Wichits man, J, Hudsom MoXnight, stated So me

that he hed peid $7800 fer s traet of land in Wichits en whish the
Eest High School is new locsted., Them bhe wuiSed s fow yesrs while the



The Single Tsx Movement ' | Page 3

sity grew up srouad that property until it ceme to heve ¢ value st over
£200,000, Every oity im the United StaSes has siniler instences of
whet is cslled "romsnces in resl eatste,” snéd of course this mesns thst
there sre millions of 'mmzmaa in the Wtry vho heve enjoyed snd
sre now receiving zau(i profits from having invested in inside property
5% the right time. Over one-half the territory of every Americas oity
18 said %o consiat of wasant lots held by speculators for s rise in
valuss, It 19 esay %0 aee that the epposition to reform of these
speculators with that of their relstives snd friends is very grest
indeed, provided they understoed the situstion, It is netursl thet
they should regaréd thess investments as vosted rights, snd thet they
should resent lesing them ss sn injustice, This is hardehip but not
tajustice, |

The lobbyists st Washington are ssid to receive selories end sther
payments amousting to millions of dollars snnuslly for their services
in sscuring spesial privileges from Congress for their clients, This
is an indicstion of the mmermous velues of spscisl privileges which |
are provided by Cengresa, A powerful iaflusnes sgsinst the single tex
movement 1s that of menufsctureys who sre protected by the customs
tariff, thelr relstives, friends, snd employess, This speeilsl pﬁiﬂhgc__
.dw hes the ssnetity of long ussge, snéd it is therefors deep rooted,
'Protected msmufsoturers have been s most important group in contributing
towurd osmpaign expenses of politicel parties, so of sourse the loss
of that revemue by politicisns constitutes important oppositiom to
the single tax movement, |

The Pirst snd the Seeond nau'vlﬂ ¥ars sud the prepsrations for war
have seted to produce a long period of synthetie prosperity, Luring
this period there has been somperatively little unemployment, and
wsges have Deen exceptionslly high ss & result of urgent government
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orderas for quick delivery of wsr supplies regerdless of expenss, The
result of all this has been to withdraw many millions of men snd women
from ordinsry ecoupstions, eithar putting them into m&fm or iato
wer industyy, This hes Pesulted in higher wages for all industries,
and lebor mim have tsken sdvsntage of the situetion by striking
frequently for sdditicnal hourly wages. _

It has been esserted thet the poverty which imspired Henry Gecrge
to write Progresy snd Poverty does mot exist st the present time, Bat
Af we take dependense upom others, either entire or partial, ss s |
eriterion, there is much more poverty under the welfare regime of todey
then Shere was uader the rugged individuslimms ond grester solf- relimnce
of swwanty-{ive years ago, , o |

An importsnt force which has interfered with the secsptence of the
- Henvy George plasn hes been nimémnimdm of the single tsx, Ny
own introduction to the single Sax wes s review of Progress ond Poverty
by the minister of a Unitarisn Chureh in Twoy, Sew York, in s Sundey
service ia the yesr 1882, I wes with an umcle of mine, s baaker md
& menuf scturer, who ssid to me sfter the clmrch servise, "Sosislimm
iz all wpong. If weslth were divided agually smong everyone, it wenld
quickly gravitete back inte the hends of the thrifty," I resdily agreed
¥§ this, We hed both of ug misjudged EHeary George, the individualist,
e were but two of msny millions who theughtlessly condemmed the single
tax an ‘muum A m uisbeke has been to ssgume timi the nm:tf
tax was s tax on land and somsequently upon farmers who were alrsady
overtsxed, In reslity the singls Sox Lis a tax not on lsnd but on lsnd
values which are grest shers populstion is dense but comparatively
negligible where population is sparss, Ny friead Rimer Boderstrom of
wiochits was threstonied with bodily vicleass by fermers ia Nissouri whea
he wes spesking st & single $sx meeting--befors he had opportunity ¢o
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sorreet their misSaken impression, On smother occassion s college
professor stated to me thet “"Henry George was s demagogus of the firvst
weter,” He had come nevoss the word "eonfisostion® im Progress sad
Poverty md had incorrectly assumed the$ the 1des was to confissate
personsl property as $» now deze by our income Sax, Of course what
My, Oeorge would confiseste wes ecomomio rent oreated by the pecple

and which therefore bolonged to the people, These sre some of ths meny
mis@onceptions of ths resl charscter of the Henry George single tax

- 18ea which in the sgaregste have had s powerful effect,

Finally there is She objection of unthinking comsorvetism on the
purs of a lurge percentage of the peopls who sbide by the principle of
*leb well encugh elone,” end “whetever 1s, is right,” This conservetiss
is sometimes fortunste in preventing the sdoption of fantastic snd
bad prmtiumt. such as the communism of Kerl Harx, the Imprasctiocal
wtopie of Béward Bellsmy, o thet plaa of the Califormis demtish So
orestes prosperity by providing :qu pensiong for everybody, But i
1s &im s serious force sgainst reel reform which !‘unta be rwk&tﬁ
with, The W George proposition, howaver, wes Dased on the diseovery
of an importsnt naturel lsw in harmony with sll other eecnomic lsws
with ”*maﬂn as its objeot: taxsbion the mesns.” To my mind there
S8 » oertain snslogy between it ané e $ime bDomd which develops st some
time in the future end which ocsmuo$ be generelly spprecisted until 1t
has developed, o

#hile the single Sax movement is not gemersily regarded sa having
schieoved sny yemssksble results during the pest seventydfive yMwise
nevertheless there has been s grest desl of individusl effort pus into
18, snd these efforts heve undoubbedly hsd the effeot on publie opinton
of makking the reform mid: easier of soceptance todsy than has Deen the
sase ia the pest.
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Boon sfter the publicstion of Progress sad Poverdy im 1879, Hewry
George teok %o the lecture field, his weekly pepsr The Standerd wes
inmgirated, snd the sentiment erested wse masn‘um in the formatien
of single tux olnm with :hwca mmipu in every principle city,
These olubs were listed in the weekly Stendasd. Cju- et

Prederick H, !mu orgonized the nom Mwm mmn Associstion
whieh kept & staf?f Qt abls lecturers in the fleléd for twenty-five yesrs,
smong these were Jobm 2. mi.tc, Heary msmm nmmo. Heary George,
Jrey Orsce Issbel Colbron, Ernest Howard Crosby, Jolm ?i. Bengough the
cartonist, Reve Herbert 8, Bigelow, Belton Hell, snd Chsrles Frederiek
Adsms, The Foundetion which was established by su endowment by Robert
Sehalkenbach, well msmeged from the first, hss rondered grest service
of an educationsl msture by the publicetion snd distyibution of books
snd litersture. W?""‘"ﬁ ket e of

~ Joseph Fels supplemsnted thtn work b; . hrgu némm to the

Pels Pund, louis F. Poss, suthor ar "ﬂu&rxﬂt of Sem m”ima.

the wbutm of 'em‘ Public” a Chicege weekly for s long term of
yosrs, snd who xaméa by the use of eolored oharts ﬁ:ieh he hed ore
1ginsted, was of great service in the movement, He wes sbly sseisted
in his work by Mrs. Post, Ee was sasistent mmm of mm um
Wilson. Joseph Dema Nill‘was the eble editor of the Single Tax m
for meny years, smd his work was followsd the She sxcelient asrvices of

0 S
Prenk QMW. Ce Os Stesl, mdé others, Tom L. qug cwumm

3@,\\.@_&\.&»;\0“& TAr - vos v V2032

and mm of Cleveland, ahio, geve generously of his weslth to um
movensnt snd Decame a warm personal t‘rsmﬁ of Heury George, In ﬂwnt
he mede ﬂau fambus retorts "Yes, I sm s monopolist, I tske sdvsatage
of ull the bad laws which you have enscted but which I sm trying to
repesly” o
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There wss Presk Vierth who published the single Ssx moathly Wiy
H, 8o Julisn, President of the Ksnsss City Single Tex Clwd who whea
introdueing Henvy George to the olub im 1890 nfnm. S0 the thres
gress democretes, Jesus, Jefferson, wné George) George Bughes, som
of Sir Thomss Baghes, who joined s Topeks lebor union in order to m-
trotuce the single tax to werking menj P, Be Hemlin of Pretty Prairie,
Kansse, m was sei@ 30 heve sonverted s entire comsmunity to the
single taxy md Pather Nslome editor of the Colovedo Cathollg, whose
lestures on the single tax vere models of elesr thinking snd good |
aglish, |

'’ there wes Jerry Mﬂom who wes brought hﬁm the movemens by

resding The Standerd, snd who wes She demoeretic lesder in the House
of Representetives snéd who with Tom 1. Jobmson snd other #ingle tax
oongressmen suecseded im the publicstion of ovesr thies million copies
of the Congressionsl edition of Protestion or Pres Trade?s Js Ce
Heguire, Congressmms, who geve us the phrese “Have you seen the est”,
with reference $0 the eat im the bDrsnches of the tres of a purrle |
picture, mesning do you undsrstsnd sil the implicaticns of the single
teax, snd who in the yesr 1808, with the ww ‘siagle tex congressmen
presented Congress with s memmoth single Sex petition in sn osk csdbe
tnet made for thet purpose,

Thers wes Dr, Riward MoOlyan pasSor of 8%, mni:un Catholie
Cmroh of New York ssw who wes sxcommmicsted from the Chwavoh Dy
Avohbishop cmuu betsuse \?t au loyslty %o the single tsx movesent,

(& yeavs \ eXes

bus who wes promptly reinststed sfter investagetion, m@ who Suring

,\— ‘3-\-.sveV'\
his suspension 1mmé on the atugh; sné Rabbi aupm P Mu of

sf \f{“ ‘Frie " Syne o4 [N AR

Netben WE wEme L6 20D Sy, MYC
Heow York ci”‘ ACorets e was ?a\\\ \'\-Ux/\u\ c&T Y G Qu\%.q}»

There wes 75O Shearmen, one of the *1imited” single texers whe
bPelieved that ground reata would be grestly in exeess of governmesatsl
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sxpenses, and the suather ﬂf "!wuux '!ctnt.tm' aml who lectured on the
LCroasdale?

sudbjest; ¥, T. Croysdele, editor of the Btendard who énﬂmd s single
tsxer s one who d1d something for the ﬂnsh smg mzmm lmz, lswyer,
writer, sndé suthor of The M!! of Charity, that ehm&x which eovers
s maltitude of sconomic sings . x}m Bawd,‘ the Boy 300:% legder and
srtist, whe illustrated "A Connectiout Yonkee in !ﬂng Authorts Cours,”
and to whom Mark Twsin geomm-ﬂy am;tluinw thet he mﬁ mede that
volume 2 single tax hwﬂmek. , _ A

. There was Billy Redeiff, who 4ivided his time under m; 1*11@#
in villsge streets Detween mmsing the crowds, selling patent medicine,
~snd explsining the single tsx, and who was present st the 1860 con=
feorence z;? single taxers in New York City when he snused the dtlmaﬁn
with en 1llustretion of his method; snd H, Nertin ¥illisms, the Nissouri
lesder in the moverent, and who was mausuy inczntm sbout by Henry
George when 1 called upon him in New York in 18901,

Thers slso was Robert ’.h Snediker, prnprhtnr @f‘ !:ha ?aaan Giﬁy
_Btoock Ewés Hotel, who had the single ’Bm progyrams pﬂntm& on the ank
of sll his cmmpnu %illism Lloyd Cerrison zx,mu,no wrote to Henry .
George thet' hﬂ‘ hed acoepted his philesophy but d!.daﬂs think t:hﬁt it
would cure sll the 1lls of society, "Nor do I," responded Nr. Ceorge,
"t freedom willl"; Herbirs culok, editor snd suthor, who in One Man's
m desoribed his expspiences im receiving "§ great u;siai;“ and Bary
‘mmm of Sente Fe, who sald thet her father refused to admit thet the
Bible wes & more importent mh then Rrogress snd Poverty. |

There was Jemes A, Herne, playwright snd actor who esid to me
thet "the single tazers ere the zelt of the esrthy™ H, P, Ring, mtm
of The Case Pleinly Stated; Professor Herry Ounnison Brown, Missouri
Btats University, one of our most valued pioneers; George Weshingtona
Gosthelsn, Chief Enginear of the Pansme Cansl snd s member of the Hsll
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of Punes W, B, NeNai», Msyor of Pittsburg) Pennsylvamiss ¥, ¥, Ress,
Mayor of Kenass Gity, Ksmsasy laotus Gsrvin, Governor of Rhode Islands
Charles H, Ingersol, whose radic bhrosdeasts wers very effective; Coumt
Lee Tolstoy, who meny considered the grestest men of his tkw: Stoughton
Geoley, editor of the Publies Dr. Rebers Oomover, editor of the Kensss
magazine, who spoke for meny when he ssid %o me, "1 - disiple tmt not
m nmnlhﬂ"

There \us Hre, Signe Mﬁmw, of eopmhagm, whose !Mumu bmgm
meﬂ from Denmark; GL1lbers makw, suthor of zm "Rosd to
mum’y‘—'g mxn Winsor snd Rebecca Wimsor Fvens, suthors of Land
Labor and Wpaitag } Agnes George de u:u.. who. gave gerevcusly to the
mmtz‘ lLawson Purdy, pvcixéom of the Robert ﬁaaalk&bwh Poundation}
; mé Hrs, Henry Gesorge, who wm I eskasd her f:w her fevorite motastion
gave. me the following from a spesch by aam a»wmo in Syéney, iustralis,
| xm 18901

wpe x go this night where I may over the eiviliged werld, I wonld
find sen wlm would gladly alnp hunds with mewsif i% has been glven So
me %0 holp foywerd a géut movemeubesit is through no merit of mines
it is :w*h from my mﬂ'm ii‘ is not from w' 1umim it 1z not from
ny sbility-»14% 1g m txu simple foot that, sesing s grnﬁ tme&, 1
swore to follow it," -

Also there were the following:
| Willss 3. Abbot, ¥11l Atkineesm, L. D, Beckwith, Stephen Bell, Hevbers
A+ Berens, Podltney Bigelow, B. E. Boeck, George ®, Brigcs, %y o
aréem. Jemos R, Brown, I, W, Bucklin, O, J, Beull, ®"dmnd J, Barke,
Hepol¢ 8, Buttenheim, O, K, Gsstwright, £, Ysnoey Gohem, Dr, Solomon
Solis Cohen, Grose Issbsl Colbrom, Bvness Orosby, Otte OCullmen, Sammel
‘Densiger, C. Wy Devdy, Ire James He Dillerd, O. K. Dows, Alfred A, Drew,
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Prancis I, Du Pomt, Charles R. Pokert, C. J. Pwing, Valter Pairehild,
Mary Fels, Charles J, Finger, 31r George Fowlds, Jemes G, Puller,
Hemlin Gurland, C, A, Geston, J, ¥, Gaaton, Oscer ﬁ.‘ qugoz-, 2lexsnder
Greene, X, H, Hardinge, Byron ¥, Holt, Fraderis C, Bbwu, Rt, Hev,
Je O Knneingtun. Pather Huntingtom, Mmil O, Jargans«a, Antoninette
Runrmnan. Dr, Co Jo Lavery, August Lowis, A, ¥, Madsem (kaaéen}, Franeis
Hellaon, J, J. Pesborige, Violette G, Peterson, Hon, Waward Polsak,
Alice Thetoher Post, Jsokson H. Ralston, Jomm C. Rose, Vernonm J, Roas,
Ao ¥, Sohslkenbseh, Py ¥, Schwander, Swmel Seabury, Flmer %, Soderstrom,
Faatern Starw, Lincoln Steffens, Frenk Stephwms, Sg(A._ﬁﬁaﬁkwﬁll.
Harold Sudell, ﬁlva_awﬁagﬁy, Selmyler C, Sweezey, ¥, 3, Swinney B, P,
E. Troy, Hom, ¥, S, U'Ren, Fredertck Verinder, Piske “apran, Home Yo Oy
Tedgewond ¥ P, Rdward %hitn,»?u.ﬂg 7illlamg, #aui Winsor, snd Peter
witt, | )

?QQWS&nglo Tex Movement #oa& shepewith remsrisble spontanelty ia
¢1ll psrts of the country scon after Progress snd Poverty wns‘pubXIahoé

in 1878, ™mite naburelly the progress of the movemsnt haa besn des~
ultory in 1ts esrlier years from lask mr‘nrguptgattaa and guidance,
But with the sstablishment of the Robert &abalkunba¢h>Feundntian, the

Land - Vol Torodsin ow

Internstions) Union fawA?res Trade and-the Tsxattonw

the Hanry CGeorge fichool for Socisl Sclence in New York with brenches

in Chicago, los Angdlhes, Ssn Franoisco, end St, Louis, the movement

has been grestly benefited by the education of 2 lerge number of grade

ustes snd the distribution of Progress snd Poverty snd other litarature,
The ordinery orufdade for a charitable object hsa the aspprovel of

everybody snd the opposition of no ons, Ssmats Claus %s the nost popular

of all pérsannize&na. It is entively different with ths Single Tex |

¥ovement, which is in & oless by iteelf, being Lased en Justiocs,

Justice 1s blind; Justice hes »o favorites. "Every credit hes s Bebit,"
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Yhemever Jmﬂu nakes s declsion favorsble to one group, the same
decision is necessarily unfavorsble to smother ama umally e mh zugw
group. Fxpedieney has no place in the decress of Miu.

Henry ﬁmgt knew that the grestest opposition to thﬁ ninglw tax
would eome from those who have speeial privileges which, by the ssnotity
of time, heve come So be regerded as vested rights, end in émmmn
of that imowledge, he took aomn to state thst the ehmg;tkshww. te
made grafuslly, one atep nﬁ « time, |

Tnoidentslly this is the ﬂght nethod ar pm@nﬁmt in paxwiul

~ esonomy, In his History of Civilisstion Buckle states the cese es
follows: "Fvery grest reform which has been Qtfqaﬁgﬁ has consisted

not in doing something new, but in undoing something old, The most
valusbls sdditions made to legislation have bean snsctments a&%m«ti&
of previous legilslation; and the bast laws wnic&i heve Deen pazased heve
been those by which some former laws have been repealed,”

Portunstely, the moverment now has the edvantage of msny expsriments
in tsx reform, esch one of which, slthough limited by the sbsence 8f
fres trade, Ras proved the welidity of claims msde for the prsetiosl
spplication of the single tax, such sxperiments, for sexample, ss those
made in Arden, Delsweve; Hsrverd, Messaciusetts; by the Pittsburg Plsn
in Pittsburg) Pennsylvenis; New Festminster snd other cities of British
Columbis, Other suocessful experiments have teken plsce in Australis
and New 7eslend, while in Denmerk the movement has been conspicucus in
the mtimﬂ iogislm‘i "ﬁ'h’” ths Justice Perty hss bm of grest
influence, And most importent of all, the single tax colony of Fairhope,
Alebsms, across the Bey from Nobile. .

The recent critice of Hemry George sre inclined to minimize the
single tax snd the singls tsx movement as unimportsnt, s remensat of

s mistakem fed of former cduys. They do not reslisze that the steadily
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rising fame of Hemry Ceorge hes rosulted from the good work sccomplished
by the Robert Schalkenbsch Foundetion snd the other mggimgi units
of the singie tax movement, Of course, this sttitude of present dey
eritics is Gue eatirely to the fact thut they do not understend the
full nig,nifmmm of the single tax 1dea, Henry Gecrge is regarded
by these ariti#. a8 @ eomrhniimal, middle of thé roed, liberal of
manyy interests without belng devoted to sny specicl one, vwherexs his
one grest pession wes ¢ desive tc hestem the time when the nstursl
sconomic lew discovered by him ghould be mede o living reslity by the
sdoption of the aingle tax. Anna George de Wille, his devoted deughber,
shered thet pussion. The importsnce of her service in the ienry George
mipmt; wes seocond te none, 2néd contimued during her 11fetime, Henry
&iﬁvgn, .28 & normsl men, wes of course interested es well in other movews
mﬂts rer the good of soclety, IHe wes, for exemple, the Pirst te
msnmto fmr sdoption of the Austrelisn secret ml:at. Bt these
obher interssts did not divert him from his great purpese.

w1tn exceptional foresight Henry Ceorge mnj s;;,émma the

ohsPaoter which the single tax progrsm wos Lo havé meny yesrs before

the movemant was started, snd he expressed “hia imowledge m;"
and Pove gg in the following prophetic wardss
"The truth that I have tried %o make olesr wni not rma
ensy accmtmmﬁ If that oould be, it would huve baen age

- “udephed leng sga. 12 that sould be, 1t would never nwi been
obsoured. But it will £ind frisade--thoss who will toll for
135 suffer for ity if naed be die for 1t, This 1s the power
of Truth,” .



