é Statgmeﬁ% B@latlng ﬁﬁm

"F4ther Mﬁﬁlynn Trcidentn

Eﬁpiaﬁg@ory; By Hosh' D. ﬁ&@gf '

In 1935, there appeaved in Laﬂd and leer_z, an’ Bng-;'
publication. devated fo the economze Tand, 3661&1 phlloﬂ@phy'g s
Henry George; a Telerence to Revu T,‘ﬁawaﬁn Housg of - Retreaﬁ;fiﬁx
Irchiore, Dublin. Rdcalling the facﬁ*that hjn'thry~George
visitad: Ireiang to stidy and. r@per% the great'aaczai dlSuurbauces
aricing ont of the relat1ons of the Irigh people b0 ‘the English
landholders of Latd in Irel3nd, then referred to%as_?Tﬂés rish .

&and Questzem“ he haﬁ met énd becoma elosa 1n fri

Same mon%hs 1ater I recezvedfa reply from Fauhar ﬂaws&n,
RO M guﬁa aeﬁrgw&_

de M11733 uogchhar thh,thc fOIiOWU_g do
special interest to all who would ascompllsh a gr&ater mcasura
of justice on this carth than now ex1stB, ' _

. .

In bis letter ts Mrsu‘d@ Mille,_Fathar ﬁawson said:

"It is an honaurﬁte do £6 ‘bo known as & frlsﬁd of Hsnry
Georgs,. or even as: opg who unﬁ@rstanﬁs and shares the views
in which he was my chzaf 1nstructor@ seenses

*a‘,.“hany WC“K& ago, 1 rccglvea'ﬁ & _ . _
printed matter from . .. N« D. &lpget, I B very sorry to .

have been so lpng. wzthout evan_a_knowleﬁglng thls very fW1cmﬁ1y,
comnupications: ~The Treason of th ng” delay: is-that I hava-

voon wanting to sy somc Such uscfyl thing as seemed desirod. »
. . And now that I do wish to degl with the subject I think

it beiter to address mysclf to you."®

e ¥ B Reem




I ean well understand the regret that ig feli, by those who urdsretond this
Social Problem, when they consider how little is done by the Cathelic Church %o
bring things round to & good 8nd just conclusion, . Of gdurse Justice dops come
before Charity. Of course it would be to make. Relwmn an opiate if it were
used to hinder or to delay the doinz of Jus‘hz.ﬂe in this werld. But we ought to
a&cknowledge what reelly hms been done by Church a&‘chomt : anu whet enormous
difficuliies stand in the wey uf‘ ﬁmng mores )

Mom than half a century ag&, I-Iem'y Gecrge hmself foresaw that the truth
which he perceived and made plain would ¥not Tind easy sccepitance.®- You may.
remember that 1 was astonished to heer how hopefully Mr. (now Lord) Spowden had
spoken to you in Downing Street in 1929,, But ev1dently be is'a mEn of great
courdge and resource, as well as & lover of tice., .In 1931, somehow or other,
he aucceeded in hav:mg legal effect given to .plan for the taxation of valuable
land. It was a -m"'ld mea e cmnsa._erate ‘of the pmv&te interests of the
1ords of landa . ' and J.n the course of yaars, l‘t would have

.«thezr mm neeﬁ&. But; the
'I'hey pre’f*er that

- F

frcm bhc S«tatute BC?O:{,
%hat thev wers aw{;‘m

hey are noi: mere,ty
: ;=) 11 , ‘and” ssolmﬁors and
c.].ex-ks, and ali aalaried afﬁ, : ing' th :x.tm;,an%, and pmspemus
shop keepers, Indeed, of &1l ,peeple who are :f’alrly well off, not one initen . -
will take any: dntersst in improving the. cozzd:.ta_on of otherss They tell a story
in England dbout some nabLemn o sceount books had igrown yather confusing,
and who asked & frmnﬂ tc: 19;:}}: in mttem, In a httle while the fmend said,

: this ‘ ,Ishment of yours 3 I

b&Sﬁ&ilt w sa:a.d »he ot‘:aer. HQW 53:19 Bﬁ} "'f.fery sasdy su;;pséé %h&ﬁ: '+hé~ twn con-
I‘eetloners Weuld .f.eel 1o _eagemeas to vote for any pmgect Which mlght be

very great of +those. ﬁhs &re b it By L g -éztabhéhed m:'der 01‘
thingse Moreover the greatest and the stmnge,st vestea :mterest ig that- of the
matiey ~lendars cdlled ‘bankers. They prefer **’ha-z; many peap},e shoua.d rema:m
needyu : ‘ : b ; St

Ii: ig & wery smple, J.f pardonable, :uiea *bhat extortmns *and condezmatmns
by the Authorities of the Church would be able to put an end to man's unjust
dedilings with their fellow.mens This is like the notion that the Pope ham it
in his power to prevent the beginning or the continvance of what is celled BT .
Thé Church or its Head hes no more power to prevent public ¢rimes than to pre-
vent the mény other mortel sins which ere committed in private. Men who, as
often 88 they choose, protest against cleriegl interference in affairs of State,
and declare that the Church must not preach politics; men who would never think
of submitting any matter to papal arbitrdtion; men whose whole efficial existence
is a prolonged protest azainst papel autherity, will have the effrontery, on
some particulsr occésion, to eall upon the Pope to do his duty by declaring that
they slche ave ressoidble and just in their decisions cohcerning affeiry of State,.




Those who would like the Pone to selws tho
not so faudlty or foolish a&s the perscns io
# Vhy be content ©o predeh that we ought o

be jugt ;oo 0 or price -

N -ty e B
custe B0 be just? Wy not poiut out some particvlap unjust act, and show the
reasen,mhy an unjust wage has to be accepted? '

Well, those who 80 question, though not theughtless apd unre&aon&ble, are
not thoughtful and redsonable enough. They do not congider the ﬂlff;cultles
(2s already named} in the way of making any change of great imporiance, Some-
timss & ¢l ange ig rede or astempted by & revolution, which means a decond state
worss than $he First. 4nd the Gquealﬂg people; who by gquitely camblnlng in
unity could bring ebout "the reeded and benefi¢ial chanpes prefer-ta be divided,
Suma*lmms they even wish to have, in their Governing Ascerbly or Parliament, & f
separate party for such or such & trade. &3 if the premod 1on1of the common wetl
by all were not the very thing that is best for every. lawful trade or 00ﬂupat10ﬂ'
As if the first condition of 21l needed reforms wgre not the loyal uniom of all
the popular forcesd ' ‘

Furthermcra, 1t hag to be said thet those wﬁc are impatient because nee&ed
reforms do not *fand easy 3cceptance " seldem meke any ateount of the great*heﬁn
that has been offered to them by the doctringl teaching of the Gatholic Chureh.
that is to say, by the preoeshing of the sound general prifciples whish cught
to guide a1l honest reformers. o

Let us just consi&er ﬁhat hos really been done: ~e . .

1. In 1891, soon afﬁer Cardipal Menning in Engiand and Bashap Tirdy in
Ireland, bad explained the meaning of the land Question, Pope Leo X1l publléhed
to the who;c world an Eneyelical Letter on The Condition pf . Iabour {usually B
guoted a5 Berun ﬁnvﬁr%@lg In the latest republication of this documunt ‘an
editor falrly unuugh ealls it "The Workers Tharter.®  In 1891 Fhet dis t;nwulshcﬁ
journzlist, the late ¥,7, Stead, then cditing the Pall Mell Gazetie, pubiished the
Encyelical, with. remarkeble comments of his owh, in a ra ullf* with the titlie
The Pove and the New Far, The title was his own very good choicé, in prefersnce
to a sugpesteod cnel Thi Church end the RevolutJ@n, or=Fhe Church 3 JS not the
Counter-Beveiubions e T

g - o

2, In the Encyclical of 1891, this splendid Charter of the Workingmen,
this long elaborate defenseé of the dignity'aﬁd rights of labour, of the rights
and hrivileges of the andividuel, of the 5a5re dness of the family home anﬁ
homestead, ,F@re wag a 1istla o ge whichi eaused Scme &IATH. These 3 or Q
lined seemed to gny tha' Heary George, in his teacshing concerning public rxghts,
thet his irsistende on the over-riding cldims of the Commor: Wesl w2s not quite
in agreement with the ordinary reasonable and Catholic teaching on the same
sub jsct, '
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3. Thereupon, in the same year 1891, Henry George, in order to explein
himself very fully, wrote a little book which he ezlled The Condition of Iabor,
republishing within its covers the whole of the Fapal Eneydlical, Of thie
bock he sant Lo Romé & apecinlly bound copy to be pressnted to the Holy fether,
Pope Lec. Stortiy afierwizds, be recelve) (as ke told me hxrself; an SgsSUrance
frum 2 friend ir Rome that hlis bock hed boen ¥receivaed, apnd read, and uander-
ghood, 8ad shal he need oot be afraid of hetricg any mors on the subject,
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be  Tn 1092, the represema tive in Smerica of the Holy See med TETY .
?mﬂ.’ﬁ,ﬁe &mlmﬁl@n of the n@ul“} Gﬁuz@n Q‘Guu.ﬁtuﬁ fiuﬂuumlu& yl‘l’f&‘aﬁd pfﬁpc
in land, celling into counc:zl W‘*'@”h mm*self four ‘learned Amorican prissts,
grsfe.;sers 4n the Cetholie Uni ‘ampfonu. The deeision mf ‘th@ :
elegate {aftemar&s s to the effect that in that
e d 5 RjE 6 sdm‘lw dectyﬂ na 01 the Catholz.c

» wa“ns newrer caxleéi mtﬁ quea&":.ém e

: emy' @f “;i:.s.e Gmman Weas.i, :
loraiem, h is necessarily hurtful “t!) tne mtemsts of the publ:r. his
hHas Specxal.referende to the. Bankmg systém. But besides, there is the general
prmmple that Yeertain forms of property must b e mser'md $o the State,
-‘Bhey carry m.,i;h thm a’ 1or¢imm too great 1 be left tx} prw&t& :r.nd:x.vidw

good . =¥e L%
as the.Mz_nt? ‘These are seme of;'t_ impo ;
serious students of the Seeial Pz‘oblem, and of - the Pope

':s words Sﬁght to
direct _thg_l_r.thought = _ .

“The Dﬁctrmal Sta%emem;, prepared by The Rev, Dr, MeGlynm, and kpproved by
P A_blegate :5@1’, Satolli, may be secured by writing ‘the Robert Schalken-
wech .Lclmf}atmng 50 East both Strest, New York 21, N.Y,

Infomatmmmy be @d about & ¥frie® course in basic esonomics and sccial
phllosc»phy, vased on the famous bock, Progress and ‘Poverty, by Henty George,
by writing Henry George School of Soclai Science, 915 Olive St., St. louis 1,Mo.
ar Yo Hemry George School of Socigl Science, 50 Easi é%h 8ts, Hew Tork, HeY.
By writing the New York Headguerters 1ocat3.ons of extension scheools in the
United Stetes and Candds ney boe secured.



