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In the last broadeast i was stated that there are five great
social problems facing ug; and that these can be solved by re-
sort to the natural laws of economics,

Tonight, the broadeast will be deveted to the problem of |
Crooked Polities and to showing how we can have honest poli-
tics, regardless of the honesiy of politicians. This is a discus-
sion of natural law, not of morality. ~ .

These broadeasts are pul out by a new school of thought, by
the Scientific Sehosol of economica. This School does not held
cut any hope that the day will ever come when all politicians,
or even all publie officials, will cease to be guided by their
seifish persopal interssis; but it does promise that, by rescrt to
the natural laws of economics, it can be brought about that i
witl be good politics for peliticians in and out of office fo aci
itke honest men, whether or not they are honest.

That is really all the public has a right to demand ; for the
private life of the offiefals iz their own private affair.

The scientist {akes things as he finds them and, by resort to
the laws of nature, brings about the 2onditions he wishes: and
the man who carries this selentific method over inlo the field
of economics beging on this problem by assuming that the poli-

tician iz in politics as a business and that if he can zet more
votes and a better salary and hold his office more securely by
going straigh! than by being crocked, he will go straight. The
scientist holds that the more greedy and ambiticus the politi- .
eians, the more careful will they be to respeef the rights of the
public, once conditions are so changed that there is nothing to
be made by disregarding those rights. .

The way to keep crocked politicians from selling the public
out is to procede, not against the politicians, bat to change the
stresses by “faking the profit” out of the control of public poli-

°TE

cies: 30 that no one will eare who controls them. Then, as no *

one will play politics selfishly, politicians will have to serve :
the public; because no private interests will tempt them.

The Scientific School of economics refuses to waste any time
trying either to reform the politicians, or having them watched |
by the police, and refuses to waste time and money passing -
laws making srooked pobitics 2 crime. It is not necessary to-
denature steam or eleciricity to make ase of them. We use .
them just as they are; and the more “kick” there is in them the
more wea can actomplizsh with them, 3o hers: the Scientifie
School holds that, ander the seientific system, the more selfish -
the politician is, the move cortain he is to be an honest official,

Dangerous as we know electricity to be, we take it into the’
heowse ; we even take it into the nursery and give it to the chil-
dren to play with; we use fire the same way, and steam. We
do not give violent acids to children io play with, but we do |
take them into the house and office. and shop, and use them

boldly and confidently, However, we do 30 by confining them




to channels in which we wish them fo work, and limiting them
to the fasks we wish them to perform. Electricity is safe for
the children, when insulated—not otherwise ; it must be impos-
gible for the electrie current to get culside the special field to
which we wish fo confine it

But whether we are working with steam, or sleciricity, or
with viclent acids, this is posgible only to those who understand
the natural laws governing the sttuation and whe obey those
laws. We cannct safely trast untrained persons in thess mal-
ters. We insist on knowing that those who handle drugs, who
wire our homes, or who are entrusted with any of the details
of such maiters, that they first show that they understand the
the laws involved and how to take advaniage of them.

INSULATE SELFISHNESS AS WE DO ELECTRICITY

The same rule holds in economics. To take advantage of the
selfishness, greed, and ambition in men and to use these im-
pulses o aemmpiish our purposes in civics, in politics, and in
stateerafl, we must understand the natural laws of economies.
We must kn.ow how Lo insulate these forces,

0 course there arve those who scoff at the claims of the
Seientific School. Just as there were men who, because stes]
sinks, said that ships made of steel would sink; s¢ thers are
those who hold that what they eall the homan element is too
uncertain and that this uncertainty will defeat those who seek
to solve thege problems as here proposed. But men who knew
“the lawg of phygics, particulszriy the law of displaced volumes,
knew that steel ships would float. ¥n the same way, cbiectors
said that Prof. Langley and the Wright Brothers were wasting
their thme, They sald that It is impossible for 2 machine heavier
than air o fly; but Langley and the Wright Rrothers went on
with their work, They had studied the laws involved, and they
knew that the same laws of physies that makses it possible for
a boy to fly a kite makes it possible for us to fly an alrplane.
And se here; ovr economic problems are problems in natar-
al law ; and those who understand the natursl laws of econom-
ies kxww that they can be zsolved by resort to these laws
But, unfortunately, lttle as the publie knows about the law
of nature that keeps a steel ship afloat and enables us fo fiy
an airplane, the public knows infinitely less about the natural
laws of sconomies., The schools teach the laws of physics,
but the achools de not teach the laws of economics: and, much
worsae, even, than that, the schools deny that these laws sxist.
Even those who pose as research men in the field of sconomies
deny thelr existence. A rvecent broadcast of this meries was
devoted to the statement of President Harold Moulton of the
Brookings Institute that there are no fixed and dependable
natural laws in the economie field and that the beﬂst the econo-
st can do i8 to he as observant as pu%mk of the evolution-
ary nrocessez znd to avoid the exiremes of degmatism, in the
hope that he may Iﬂak&,,}. good guess as to ’ihﬁ hest poliey for
the public to adopt. C .
This is a dismal view, to say the least; and it is in sharp con-
trast with the confidence of the scientist, for the scientist never
guesses. He knowsg—and knows that he knows.
This series of Voice of Freedom broadeasis is the first, and



so far, the only offering ever put out over the ether waves in
support of the proposition that such laws exist and thatl, by re-
sort o them we can zolve social problems ag by resort to other
natural Jaws we solve shop problems. The only papers in the
world devoted to this feaching are published by your sbeaker
here in Stockion, which is now recognized on four continents
as the world-center of this new school.

It i3 impossibie to over-esiimate the imporfance of
ing of this new school; for it will x@é’i@.?i%i“i, revolut
thinking of mankind.

SELFISHNESS A CHEAP MODTIVE POWER

All that has bean aemmyﬁgh&d by the use of sleam, electrici-
ty, gas, and gasoline wounld not, if put together, equal the bene-
f}tﬁ that would resuit from tﬁt, awepmﬁce of cconomics 28 a

seience and the use of man’s selfish instincts as the motive
power of organized sociely; nor does this involve a greater
Iniracle than the use of a gas flame o cool a refrigerator box,
or the pull of gravity te float a stsel ship, or fly an airplane,

Mor is this such a compliicated matter a8 it may seem ab first;
it is, Indeed, a very simple matter——fully as %mz_yle a8 the si:eaw
engine and far more understandable than the electrie dynamn.

We agree that all men ave more or less selfish: and we agree
that, in polities and siatecrsft the obicel of men’s selfish de-
gire is power, the power Lo conirel, the power that goss with
authority ; and i is agreed that this power, ov auihsrétﬁr, ig dew
gired by some men merely as a8 matier of personal pride, and
by other men for what they san make out of it fmammaﬂyi and
oceasionally, for patrictic or alirulstic ressoms—Tor the good
they can do. In the greater number of cases, the molives ars
mixed, and the men are moved to geme extent %}y each of them.

But, while we cannot x-ray a man's motives and 80 cannot
koow ewactly in any given case why men do what they do,
there i8 one thing that we do know positively regarding thig

_matier of power or suthority in civies, politics, industry, and
statecralt. This thing that we do know and on which we can
rely in all cases is that power sud avthorily is always o matter

% e tesch-
ionize the

of Ef*w,tmn. By that it is meant that a politician who rises
to power in dapan must look to Japap for the rewards of that

BULCOSE .M;s; powsr is in Japak, not in the United States nor in
Great Britaln, And so it is with the political machine, the men
who bulld up the machine and who operste H must look for
their reward to the fervitory in which that machine operaties,
not ouiside that terriiory. The amiy WAy i%my can have any -
filuence @zﬂggf{ﬁ their own original tervitory is by é.err»m::g an
alliance with some other pelitical machine in sore ciher terri-
‘t{ vy and so bullding up s larger machine with s larger field of
oberaiions, Bul it is umh true that this enlarged machine must
fook for returns 16 iig own enlarged tewi%ryg not outside.
This is & fact that cmmmt be alterad, and must be taken info
aceount whenever one has to deal with a problem In civiecs, in
politics, in industry, or in statecraft. Success in any of these
fields is a matfer of location, of limited jurisdiction; and what
one gels out of his success in civies, politics, industry, or state-
eraft ig determined first of ali by the resources of the fisld
in which he operates. It is these resources that determine the




i
value, for the house in unchanged. The increase in femdm all
due to the police protection. The $10 at the start and the $85
paid later is pure rent. The £5 is interest.

The twenty houses would net this vice gperzter more than
$15,000 per year, less only what it would cost him for eoliect-
ing and for contributions to the Machine “kitty”. if this man
shifts the cost of rent collections fo hig tenanis, as is so often
done, and the people can be tricked into thmkmg prostitution a
necessary evil that should be regulated by the police thiz man
would be fairly safe from election dangers and nearly fres of
expense. What he would make would be rent, because he
waild be capitalizing location values,

Of course, as a rule, the landowners would take the rent, or
the most of it t‘lemselvew@lmdmg it only as they are @bﬂgm
ed to “farm out” the rent collections. In any event this illus
tration of these twenty houses shows the part that rent plays
in the Hed Light district. Under the scientific system, it would
be this rent that will be collected instead of taxes,

THIS BENT FUND A LIMITLESS CAMPAIGN FUND

Suppose that the reformers do stayt a camp&;gz‘» and the
Machine has to defend itself again. As these moral up-heavals
oceur only once, lot us say, in from three to five vears, this ex-
plotter would Wﬁhsjgij confribute from §2,600 to §$5,000 to the
defense fund. And he would be only one of many who collect
the rent which accrpes from the activities of the under-world.
Y et the reform ieaders seem not io have realized that it is these
high rentals in the vice distriet that supply the Vice Machine
with the funds with which they smother the reform forces in
elections. But the reformers have not vel dizscovered the ze-
cret of Machine finances and the weak point in the Machine's
cymor. They are still wasting their time by appeals to the mor
al law-——and to the police,

Under the scientific system, it would be this rent that wounld
e collected for public use. Instead of Tinancing the rackets,
it would finance the gpovernment. Taxes would be abolished.

Ng vice pperator could make anything ; they wonld get noth-
ing for their trouble. Being practical men, they would lose all
interest in vice rackets. The whole ro‘tten system would col-
lapse, not because it is against the law, but because these men
would not do all thet work and take 211 that risk for nothing.

It iz not held that those who are engaged in the vice traflic
will be personzlly any more virtuous under the plan propoged
than they zre now. What is claimed is that viee will be no
longer commercially prefitable; that, no maiter what men and
woemen are in private life it will be impossihlé for other people
to capitalize their weakness and profit at {heir expense, Human
nature would be wnchanged; but because, under the scientific
system, exploitation of all kinds would be impossible and pros-
perity would prevail, every normal man could support & wife
and family and Mother Nature would solve this p}”ub‘iem her -
oWn Way.

- Keep in touch with the Scientific Schoo! of Economies by
reading THE FORUM (weekly, $2.50 a vear), or NDO TAXES
{bi-weekly, two vears $3.00}. Tweo 4-p., 7-col, papers. Address
L. D BECEWITH, Publisher, 1328 E. Poplar, Stockion, Calif.



