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The Creed of the Levellers: or,
the Land Question in t.he:

Seventeenth Century.
BY L. I B.
We have quoted at such length from “the

of the whole pamphlet, of which we shall now |

be able to dispose somewhat briefly.  From his
letter “To the friendly and unbiassed reader,”
appealing for a hearing, which follows his letter
to Cromwell, we need only extr
from which ean be gleaned Winstanley’s beauti
ful and broad conception of equality and
freedom :—

The government of kings is the government of the

wt the following, !

Seribes and Pharisees, who count it no freedom unless |

they be lords of the earth and of their brethren.  But
Commonwealth’s government is the government of
righteousness and peace, who is no respecter of persons,
Therefore, reader, here is a trial for thy sincerity :
thou shalt have no want of food. raiment, or freedom
among brethren in this way propounded @ see now if
thou caust be content, as the Seriptures say, having
food and raiment, therewith be coutent, and grudge
not to let thy brother have the same with thee,
thou pray and fast for frecdom, and give God thanks
again for 1t*  Why know that God is not partial 5 for
if thou pray, it must be for freedom to all 5 and if thou
gi\'l: lhariks, it must be because freedom covers all
people, for this will prove a lasting peace. Everyone
is ready to say: They fight for their eountry, and
what they do, they do for the good of their country.
Well, let it appear now that thon hast fought and
acted for thy country’s freedom.  Bnt Jf when
thou hast power to settle freedom in thy country, thou
takest the possession of the earth into thy own
particular hands, and makest thy brother work for
thee, as the kings did, thou hast fought and acted for
thyself, not for thy country; and here thy insile
hypocrisy is discovered.  But here take notice that
common freedom, which is the rule I would have
practised and not talked on, was thy pretenee ; but
particular freedom to thyself was thy intent.  Amend
or thou wilt be shamed, when knowledge is spread
to cover the carth, even as the waters cover the seas.

In the first chapter, entitled —

“Tuar Troe CommoNwrsvrn's Freepom nies
¥ rnE Frer ExdovMesTt or mne Earrn”
he sets out to prove this Amongst

other argnments, he says :—

Surely, then, oppressing lords of manors, exacting
landlords and tithe-takers, may as well say thei
brethren shall not breathe the air, nor enjoy warmth
in their bodies, nor have the moist waters to fall upom
them in showers, unless they will pay them rent for it.
as to say their brethren shall not work upon earth, noy
eat the fruits thereof, unless they will hive that liberty
off them : for he that takes upon him to restrain his
brather from the liberty of the one, may upon the
same ground restrain him from the liberty of all four,
viz., Fire, Water, Farth and Air.

He then refers to the general practice of
kings and conquerors, and concludes with the
following suggestive summary :—

For you must either establish Commonwealth's
freedom in power. making provision for everyone’s
peace, which is righteousness ; or else you must set up
monarchy again.

Monarchy is twofold ; either for one king to rule, or
for many to rule by kingly principles ; for the king's
power lies in his laws, not in the name: and if either
one king rule, or many rule by king's prineiples, much
murmuring, grudges, troubles and qu:

axion.

01)];011.11111[\
Iu the second L}mptor
“(Onx GovErRNMENT IN GENERAL”

he first defines Government as “a wise and
free ordering of the earth, and the manuners of
mankind by the observation of particular laws
or rules ;" and contends that “ when the right
ordered  laws do rule, the government is
healthful ; but where the wills of officers rule
above law, that government is diseased with a
mortal diseaze.”  He then compares the two
forms of government, Kingly Government and
Commonwealth’s Government. The foundation
of the one lies in the will of kings, ali
conquerors ; that of the other within the laws
of common freedom. Kingly government “may
well be called the government of highwaymen,
who have stolen the earth from the younger
brethren by foree, and hold it from them by
force.” ¢ Conmonwealth government may well
be called the ‘ancient of days;’ for it was
before any other oppressing government crept
in” Kingly government is possible only by
“drawing the people out of common freedom
into a way of common bondage : for so long as
the earth 4s a common treasury to all men,
kingly covelousness can mever vetyn as king.”
(The italics are ours.)  Commonwealth govern-
ment is possible only by securing to all the free
enjoyment of the earth, and “ whatsoever law
or costom  doth deprive brethren of their
freedom in the earth, is to be cast out as
unsavoury salt,”

Dost |

:ls may and |
will arise amony the oppressed people on every gained
|

[ 4 Tae Wonrk o A CoMMONWEALTH'S

If once Commonwealth government he set upon the
throne the continues), then no fyranny or oppression

can look him in the face aml live. For where

| oppression lies npon brethern by brethern, that s no
| Commonwealth's gonermment, bt the kingly

Lovern-

ment sull; and the mystery of iniguity lm\]l taken

X ] . 1€ 1 that peacemaker’s name to be a cloak to hide his
Epistle Dedicatory” because it contains the gist

subtle covetousness, pride and oppression under.

And then follows this eloquent and heart-
sstirring :i.pnstrnpln-, to his conntry :—

0O England, England, wouldst thon have thy
government sound and healthful 7 then east about,
anidl see, and search diligently to find out all those
burthens that came in by kings, and remove them ;
aned then will thy Commonwealth's government ari
from under the clods, under which as yet it is hurie
and covered with deformity.,

In the next chapter on
“Tur Oriain oF Laws,”
he argues that all laws have their root either

i self-preservation or in common preservation, |

The one is “the root of the tree tyranny, and
the law of unrighteousness, and all particular
kingly laws found out Ly covetous poliey to
enslave oue brother to another.” The other
“is the root of the tree magistracy,
law  of nghteousness and  peace ;
particular found out by experience,
necessary to be practised for common preserva-
tion, are the boughs and bronches of that tree”
Henee, © the work of all true magistrates is to
maintain the common law, which 1s the root of
right government, and preservation and peace
to everyone ; and to cast out that self-ended
principles and interests, which is tyranny and
oppression, and which breaks common peace.”

All magistrates and other officials in a free
commonwealth should, he contends, not only be

and the

laws

chosen by the people themselves, but new ones

chosen  every  year, For, amongst other
FEILSONE,
It is good to remove officers every year, that

whereas many have their portions to obey, so many
iy have their twen to rale; and this will encourage
all men o advance righteousness and
nopes of honour 3 b when money
the sway in the rulers’ hearts,
Lyranny in such wayvs,
“Morcover, **the commonwealth hereby  will be
furnished with able and experienced men fit to gov
wihich will llJ]"hl]l\ advance the honour :

e land, oceasion the more watehful g

--"lu:‘.mun of chiliren, and in time will make our
commonwealth of England the lily among the nations

and riches hear all
there is nothing but

| of the earth.

Warthy aspirations of a great and good man
and true patriot !

In the three concluding chapters, he details
at length a simple and feasible plan whereby
the joint use of the earth, and the collective or
cooperative working of all the trade and
industry of the nation, might be secured = each
making according to his abil.ty, each taking
Into this pur"t-iull of
our purpose, it is needless to

according to his needs.
the work, for

enter; but the following few excerpts on special
points  will safliciently indicate his general
position. Speaking of

Tine Work oF 4 PArRLIAMENT
he says :—

Now it is the work of a Parliament to break the
tyrant’s bands. to abolish all thewr oppressing laws,
and to give orders, encouragements, and directions
unto the poor oppressed l’Lf'l'h of the land, that they
forthwith plant and manure this their own land, for
the free and comfortable livelibood of themselves and
posterities.

And to declare to them it is their own creation
rights, faithfully and courageously recovered by their
i nce, purses, and blood, from under the kingly
18 <l1ll] li} '[‘I("“\“]\ }!(J\\(.l

Amnd to abolish all old laws and customs which have
becn the strength of the oppressor, and to prepare, and
then to enact, new laws for the ease and freedom of
the people, but yet not without the people’s knowledge.

» * % * * -

So then, a Parliament iz the head of power in a
Commonwealth, and it is their work to manage public
affairs in times of war and in times of peace ; not to
promote the interests of particular men, but for the
peace and freedom of the whole ]nu]\ of the |.||11] viz. s
[Jf © \C[‘ ll.l]lll\]l‘ll man, ‘ihl‘. none ]\P l1l'})||\(‘l] Uf IIIS
creation rights unless he hath lost his freedom by
transyression, as by the laws is expressed.

(_}Iillllllt‘!]tlll"_; (RI}Y

MiNisTry,
AND WHY ONE DAY IN SEVEN MAY BE A
Day oF KEst Froym Lapouw,”

he s —

It is very rational and good that one day in seven !
be still set apart for three reasons:

First, that the people in such a parish may generally |
meet m.ru]u] to see one anothers’ faces, and beget or
preserve fellowship in friendly love.

Secondly, to be a day of rest or cessation from
labour ; so that they may have some bodily rest for
themselves and cattle.

and  all |

good manners m |

1
|

Thirdly, that he who is chosen minister (for that
year) in that parish may read to the people three
things—

First, the affairs of the whole land, . . .
cowlly, to read the law of the m!

not only to strengthen the memory of the an
but that the young people also, who are not grown up
to ripeness of experience, may be instructed to know
when they do well, and when they do ill ; for the
laws of a land hath the power of freedom and bonds
Iife and death, in its hand, therefore the necessary
knowlivdge to be known, and he is the best prophet
that acquaints men therewith.

Thirdly, there may be speeches made of a th
character to declare the acts and passa,
of former sges and governments (history.)
of all arts dl]d seiences and of the n-'lture c:f
mankind,

And then follows this most luminous and

suggestive passage
. . I, but saith the zealous but ignorant pro-

!E'-‘J-zor this is a low and carnal ministry indeed, this
hade men know nothing but the I.nu“]ed_'e of the
earth, and the secrets of nature, but we are to luok
after spiritual and heavenly thing I answer: To
know the secrets of nations is to know the works of
God; and to know the works of God within the
r‘rmtirm is to know God himself, for God dwells in

r ible work or body. And, indeed, if you
Wi illl know spiritual I..ml-rs, it is to know how the
spirit or power of wisdom and life, causing motion or
growth, dwells within and governs both the several
badies of the stars and planets in the heavens above,
and  the seve bodies of the earth below, as
plants, :s, beasts, birds, and ||1.mkm=|
.« . andif a man should go to imagine what t’-ud
is beyond the creation, . . he doth as the
the proverb saith, build castles in the air, or tell us of
a world beyond the moon, and beyond the sun, merely
to blind the reason of man

Here, however, we must for the present bid
farewell to our good brother Winstanley.
Though long dead, his work still speaks to us,
inspiring us to fresh efforts, by bringing us in
touch with our brother reformers of the
seventeenth century. It was for doctrines such
as these that Trooper Arnold bravely met his
death by the hands of his fellow-countrymen at
Wiare, on Monday, the 15th of November,
1647. It was on behalf of these sane teachings
that Trooper Lockyer® was shot in St. Paul's
Churchyard on Friday, the 27th of April,
1649, And that but a few days later many
other of his brother Levellers fearlessly met
their death at Burford.  They died for the
freedom of England; and though in the
majority of cases their very names are forgotten,

grace,

the spirit of r.ghteousness, freedom and justice
that animated them stiil lives, and will keep
their memories green in the hearts of a free
people, when all remembrance of their judges
and  executioners shall have passed away.
With our brothers in the seventeenth century,
we appeal from human laws, from the ephemeral

enactments of our fellow-men, to the eternal

| principles of freedom and justice, and exclaim

with them —

Hear, O thon righteous Spirit of the whole creation
and judge who is the thief? He who takes away the
freedom of the common earth from me, which is my
creation rights: or 1 who take the common earth to
plant upon for my free livelihood, endeavouring to
live as a free commoner, in a free Commonwealth, in
righteousness and peace.

* Speaking of Lockyer’s funeral, Carlyle quotes
Whitlock (p. 385) as follows :—** About one hunired
went before the corpse, five or six in a file ; the corpse
was then brought, with six trumpets sounding a
soldier’s knell ; then the trooper’s horse came, clothed
all over in mourning, and led by a footman. The
corpse was adorned with bundles of rosemary, one
half stained in bloed ; and the sword of the deceased
along with them. Some thousands followed in rank
and file : all had sea en and black ribbon tied on
their hats and to ti breasts: and the women
bronght up the rear. At the new churchyard in
Westminster, some thousands more of the better sort
met them, who thought not fit to march through the
city. Many lovked upon this funeral as an afiront to
the Parliament and Army ; others called these people
‘ Levellers;” but they took no notice of anyone’s
sayings.” Wise men truly !

TO LAND REFORMERS.

The Executive of the Scottish Land Re-
storation Union appeal to all sympathisers
throughout Scotiand to become members of
the Union.

Minimum Annual Subscription, 1s. 2s. 6d
| secures membership of the Union and a
copy of the ““‘Single Tax.” post free, fora
| tweivemonth.  8s. secures membership, the
“Single Tax” for twelve months, and an
| assortment of Single Tax Pamphlets and
Leaflets, inciuding those published during
the year.

Our Natural Storehouse, the Land, is Locked
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