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THE SINGLE TAX.

7

Municipal Corporation Con-
ference for the Taxation of
Land Values.

SPERCH BY MR. ALFRED BILLROXN, M.T.

A meeting of the Association of Municipal
(fnrpnr:ttimn was held in the Guildhall, London,
on 26th March, 1895, Sir A, K. Rollit, M.P,,
presided.

EXTENDED POWERS FOR MUNICIPALITIES,

The chairman referred to the recent measure
conferring extended powers to the municipality
of New York, under which the government of
the municipality is by two houses invested with
legislative and executive functions, to include
all ordinary municipal powers.  Such legislation
would form a precedent for this country, and
Parliament and municipalities would benefit by
such devolution of power,

LAND VALUES,

Mr. Billson, M.P., in proposing the resolution,
of which notice was given by the Halifax Cor
poration—*That in the view of the growing
burden on the occupying ratepayers in urban
districts, it is urgent to provide some means by
which the owners of land (whether occupied or
vaeant) shall contribute directly to the local
revenue,” claimed the attention of the delegates
on the ground that the resolution emanated
from the Corporation of the important borough
he had the honour to represent.  The subject
had been fully debated in the Town Couneil,
and the decision in favour of a petition arvived
at by a majority of 28 to 6. It was, therefore,
obviously

IN NO SENSE A PARTY QUESTION.
There was one experience that he felt sure he
might appeal to as universal among the corpora-
tions represented there, he meant the urgent
need for further pecuniary resources.  Fvery
day new demands were made by communities,
and these, often for most desirable objects, had
to be rejected becanse of the extreme reluctance
to increased pressure on the ratepayers (hear
hear).  Rates were a tax on industry, and hoth
large and small shopkeepers began to feel the
burden intolerable.  Where were they to look !
Schemes were in the air for taxing personalty,
for a local income tax, for local death duties,
for more subventions, But the difficulty was
to locate the source of revenue. Was a man
to be taxed where he resided, or where he
carried on business, or at the place from which
his wealth was derived?  The solution, he
helieved, was to be found in the rating of
ground values—(hear, hear). This was essen-
tially local property. Its value rose with the
prosperity of the locality where it was situate.
If you taxed industry, you tended to extin
guish it,

NO LAND WOULD DISAPPEAR

HEAVILY YOU TAXED IT,
it would only be put to better use.

HOW

tenant, while the funds for which it was raised
inereased the value of the land long after
the termination of a tenancy and for all time,
Five years ago it might have been argued
against, because then land on succession by
death was not liable on its capital value, and
in fact paid nothing if it produced no income,
The late Lord Sefton inherited 500 acres of
land in the outskirts of Liverpool.
practically idle, and on his father's death, after
long disputes in the law courts, it was finally
decided that, under the law as it then stood, it
was only liable in some £30 or £40 of duty,
Shortly after it was sold for £500,000, the duty
on  which would have been some £40,000,
And now, by the Budget Act of 1804, such

property would pay on its full value. They
remembered that the change was bitterly

opposed by the House of Commons, but he
believed that its reasonableness commended
itself to all business men, and the country
would not go back on it—(hear, hear), Well
but
IF THEY HAD ACCEPTED THE POSITION

that land om death should pay on its capital
value, and not only on the annual return, the
immediate corollary was that, like all other
heriditaments, it should be rated also on its
annual value, 7.¢, a fair percentage of its
capital value, and not merely on the use the
jandlord chose to put it to—(hear, hear). His
eturn was in the added value year by year,

At present |
the burdens of a town fell on the temporary |

It lay |

and that]return he should pay on, though he
chose to accumnlate it instead of putting it in |
his pocket.  All the time he was waiting for
his price, the other rateable property about |
had ty pay higher rates, to pave, light, and |
sewer the streets, and bring avound the popula

tion, the immediate etfect of which was to add
to the vearly value of the land which was
paying nothing —(hear, hear).

IN HALIFAN IT HAD BEEN ESTIMATED
that if unused building land were rated, the
rates all round might be reduced by Ts. 6id. in
the £, Mr. Billson then argued that the same
rate was really applicable to land not used to
the best advantage, If an owner chose to let
it be oecupied by tumble-down shanties pro-|
ducing lirtle rates, when it was available for
better property, to that extent it was unused
land.  See how they handieapped industry.
Of two owners, one was enterprising and built
on his land, employing labour and eapital, and
they fined him for his enterprise by making
him pay rates, not only on the buildings he
produced, bue on the land he hrought into use:
whilst the lazy man, who waited to be made
rich by the energy of his neighbours, they
subsidised by letting him off the rates of the
land they allowed him to keep idle. Yes, and
if it could be deemed agricultural land, though
in an urban district, they now positively con-
tributed onehalf of the small vates he did pay.

What was suggested  was— (1),
assessment of land, with o rate of 4 per cent.
per annum on its eapital value, and of buildings
according to their value: | prohibition of
any contract shifting the burden on the Jand to
the occupier.  And it might well b argued
that

A HEAVIER TAXN SHOULD BE PLACED ON

THE LAND
than on the hnilding, beeanse the building was
of a wasting nature, was the prodnct of industry,
and beecanse the land was the gift of natare,

i separate

and inereased in value apart from the exertions
(applause).  The principle of this
change had alrendy been accepted by some 200
Illl‘;ll l"“li(‘“‘.
70 delegates from London Vestries at Battersea
Town Hall, it was carvied with only seven
[ dissentients. The London School Board last
week pessed by 20 to 14 a rvesolution “that the
| rate should be so levied as to include some

of its owner

At aomeeting a week ago of 60 ar

values,
| Were there time, and were that the proper
| place, he might enlarge on  the lmportant
socondary effects that would  result, in the
direction of forcing more land into the market, |
and thus preventing overcrowding.
ONE OF THE STRIKING PARADONES OF
THE DAY |
l'was that rich men lived on cheap land, and |
| poor men had to live on dear land.  Medical
| men knew that dear land meant overcrowding, |

| divect. charge on the owners of site

Overcrowding meant sickness, loss of work and |
And this weant poverty and pauperism
| But his resolution that day was independent of
these grave considerations, It

| \\r'}i_'_fl‘:\"

asserted  the |
need of a new source of local revenne, it sought
to point to the land as the wise, the just, might
he not say the natural source from which the
new funds might come, and with that connection
he confidently submitted the resolution which
had heen entrusted to him —(loud applause).

A ively debate followed on Mr. Billson’s
motion, which, in the result, was carried by an
overwhelming majority.

i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i

Property in itself has nothing of an execrable
or of a sacred character.  Like every other
large sociological fact there is and always heen
| a reason for its existence; like them, it is
destined to become changeable in proportion as
the hearts and minds of human beings grow
larger, in proportion as the feelings of justice
grow more delicate, and social joint respon-
sibility grows narrower.

— Letowrnecin,

To Advertisers.

We have NO WASTE COPIES WHATEVER,
all our Returns being distributed at Political,
Literary, Social Reform, and other Public
Meetings.

The “Single Tax” finds a place in the Public
Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social
and Reform circles in the Cities and Towns
throughout Britain, in all British Colonies, and

i:iil]it‘u]ﬂ'LL[iTl\_" it

| been imherited by some, made ¢

| may tend to eradicare “a particular type of property ™

in the United States of America,

Mr. Fletcher Moulton, Q.C.,
on Taxation.
¢ To the Editarof the Single Tax )

S, After a caveful perusal and re-peruaal of your
veport of Mr. Fleteher Moulton's leeture on Taxation,
I wm still quite at @ losa to understand  hiz real
position on this most elementary and fundiwmental
political question.  The bhasie principle of the Hjnglnl
Tax philosophy is that the land values of a country,
heing created by the presence il inereased by the
activit and public expenditure of the inhabitants,
rightfnlly helong to the people of that country, not to
some but to all. That just as the individoal ecan
eiuitably claim to be seenved the full possession of
anvthing and evervthing due to his industry, the
cotmmnunity —or collection of individuals —can equitably
mto be seenred what is due to its presence and
industry, the unimproved value of the land it inhabits,
This fund, onr philosophy teaches ns, furnishes the
natural source of the common expenditure ; and hy

as it arises all necessary public
conld  be made,  all  necessary

improvements

| public expenditureconld hedefrayed, withont infringing

on the carnings, on the private possessions, of a single
member of the community. Thanks to the rapacity
aned unsernpulousness of a well organised, nllmi]mti-ni.
land-holding minority, this nataral revenue has for
SO Een toms, since the middle of the Seventeenth
Century, beensdiverted from these to whom in equity
it helom to envich a privileged few ; and the
Hl\lll\‘l'l\ aned it ed CATIINgs of the masses have been
taxed to provide for the common expenditare. More-
over, ths power to approprate the I'-'H'HItIL‘L:.\ of the
community has heen treated as private property, has
been bovght and sold, gambled and specnlated in, has
A medinm of invest-

ment ”

It s now preoposed thad the natural revennes of the
community  shall  be ro-diverted inte its natueal
channels — shall, in Faet adually, slowly bt surely,
he appropriated for the henetit of those to whom it
belongs, to the people to whose presence and activities
iis due. A 15 cortainly somewhat astonishing
oo note an sl cof the only proctical means by
which this can be effected without injustice or shock';
s oo proposal which more than satistie
ions of every practical Single Taser, of a
sl which would victoally eftect the reform we
are ming at, which woull at once hreak down, if not
Landlordi=m, at all events lal nluhnpul} :

by ot hers,

it s some-
what astonishing, I say, to note an advoeate of onr
practical measures look askanee, as< Mre. Fletcher
Maonlton seems to me todo, at the hold avowal of the
hasie principles by reference 1o which such
tiomary " pehey canalone lefended, ) =
he tells us, il they are g to carry the nation with
them, if they are going to get the :<1[[-|||rl‘t of those
whaose support s an hononr, mins=t he fair,” This is
true enough s and it s just hecanse onr proposals are
based onc the immutable principles of equity, of even
landed ju o between oo aml man, that they inspire
all honourable men who do understand them and whao
have really thought ont what they doomean, with that
seal and cnthusiosm which in a comparatively short
tine has brought owe poliey within the tield of |‘ ial
polities e almost - every constitutionally  governed
conuntry in the world. '
But wlen he

goes on toosay - Anything which
chose to confiscate o grirrticiloy figpe of property,
without the whole of the peaple hearving the cost
of ity would be nnjust 07 we must join
with him.  For it is  tantamount "
it owould he unjust 1o enfranchi
lie can atford to pay for his freedom s or to stop
the ordinary avoeation of & highwayman or pirate
until his vietims can afford to give him at least as

Issne
to saying Ih:L_t
e a slave until

much as he expected to e able to appropriate during
| g

the next thirty or forty vears.  As regards the grocer
at the corner who, to protect himself against a greater
obbery, has hid 1o purchase the freehold of the site

| heis atilising, = the working men who have bounght
their honses, they, as workers, will he henefitted, not
injured, by owr reform, And, in my opinion, we shall
ave i hetter chance of gaining their support by a hold

avowal of our principle than by advoceating our practi-
cal mensures on Lhe sole crounds of expediency,

o T must thank Me, |
for his lecture, and take the liberty of expr
hope that his next lecture will be not on the incidents
but on the principles of taxation,  He may then ascer-
tain that the only troe principle of taxation is that
each should contribute towards the common CXpenses
of the community, not in proportion to his indu
his ability to pay, but in proportion to the pri Eg(:a
granted him by the community.  And that the only
tax in aceord with this almost self-evident lhl'i!il'i[)lea fs
the Taxation of Land Values, and that even though it

Tn conelusion, howeve

=-the property in the power to confiscate the property
of othe Yours, ete, L. H. Bergxs,
Inkrey, April 11, 1508,

Silence is frequently a duty when suffering is
merely personal, but it is an error and a fault
when the suffering is that of millions,— Wazzin1.

The economy of the epoch imagines it has
organised free competition, while it has but
organised the oppression of the weak by the
strong, of labour by capital, of poverty by
wealth, —Wazzini,

What is it that labour wants? That the
working man should be utterly independent of
an employer.  That it should be the employer
who sought the work of the working man as a
favour, not the working man who considered it
a favour to receive employment,— Ernest Jones.




