A DISREGARDED WARNING.

Why, in spite of the many years of
work of peace societies, has the pres:
ent European war broke out? Why
have the efforts of these organizationg

heen without effect in preventing this -

most disastrous and least reasonable
of wars? Is it not worth while for
peace advocates to carefully considér
a comment on their methods, which
the present deplorable situation has
justified ?

On December 29, 191 0, shortly after
Andrew Carnegie had made his gift
of ten million dollars to the Interna-
tional Peace Fund, Joseph Fels wrote
to him, pointing out the fatal defecis
of peace propaganda as Carnegie and
his associates preferred to carry it on.
-In this letter Mr. Fels said:

You have given ten million dol-'
lara to an international peace fund.
The ohbjeet is worthy. The don--

or's intentione are good. But

worthy - object and good intention

cannot alone make a gift a real hen--
efaction, Donations, no matter
how large, to suppress evils, ng-
maitter how preat, can aceemplish

nothing unless they should be used

fo- remove the fandamental cause -
“of the evils.

- Aggressive warfare is always the -
result of what appears to be an -
economic mecessity., The last great
war, that between Russia and Japan,

will serve as an illustration. These

two nations fought over the pos-

seasion of Kores. Russia wanted
Korea because she feels the need
of a seapori accessible all the year
round, and thus be able to export
and import merchandize freely
without being bothered with any
other tariff restrictions than those

‘of her own making. Japan felt

that her  independence wonld be
threatened-~that is, she realized
that her refusal to freely trade
with the rest of the world would
cteate a tempiation for other na-
tions sufficiently strong to deprive
her of independence.

It conditions of abzolute infer-
national free trade had prevailed
Russia would no more have felt the
lack of an accessible seaport than
does the State of Ohio. If Japan
maintained no custom houses the
power that would iry to rob her of
mdependence could have nothing to
gain and very much to lése. Henry
George made this clear in his “Pro-
tection or Free Trade.”

“YWhat are the real subsiantial
advantages of this Union of ours?
Are they not summed up in the ab-
solute freedom of trade which it
secures and the community of in-
terests that grows out of this free-
dom? If our states were fighting
each other with hostile tariffs and
a citizen could not cross a state
boundary line without having his
baggage searched, or a book print-
ed in New York could not be sent
acroes the river to Jersey City with-
out being held in the postoffice until
duty was paid, how long wouid our
Union last, or what wonld it be
worth?' The true benefits of our
Union, the true basis of the inter-
state peace it seeures, is that it has
prevented the establishment of state




tariffs and given us free trade over
the hetter part of a continent.,”

The “need of foreign markets”
which is se frequently used as am
argament to justify wars of crimiaal
aggresaion is & “meed” that would
not be felt if the aggressing natiom
enforced justice at home., Our own
war in the Philippines would not .
have received popular endorsement
but for the false hope of “new
foreign markets” held out {o com-.
mereid] interests. Thiz bait was
hield out and was swallowed in apite..
of the fact that potential new:
markety exist here at heme,

.+ The unemployed and partially
employed population ard the under-
paid workers form 8 potential
market far greater than any that
any war of. conquest could secure.
To secure this new market, labor
need buot he given access to the
aatural resources now withheld by
private mon_oFolists. The vacant
and the partially uvsed city lots, and
the valuable mining and a.gricuftural"
lands held out of use on specula--
‘tions are cauging poveriy, unem-
ployment and low wages. The re-
sul{ is underconsumption of manu-
factured products, which manufac:
turers and merchants are bam-
beozled into believing, can he re-
lieved by forecing the people of
weaker nations to purchase. ’

Then again, the intereats which
dragged the United States into the
disgraceful Philippire adventure
would not, and could notf, have sme-
ceeded in doing so, had not the ex-
igtence of land monopoly at home
made it evident that the same in-
atitution wounld surely be continmed
by our government in the Phil-
ippines.

Will the Carmegie fund be used
fo any extent in abolishing land |
monopoly, thus checking any pos-
gible  repetition eof auccessful ap-
peals fo commercial cupidity in sup-
port of Iand grabbing schemes
dbroad? Hardly.

A %ift of ten millions o secure
relief from malaria in a swampy dis-
trict, which could mot be wmwsed to
secure the draining of the swamps
or the desiruction of the mosquitoes,
would Be just as effective as your
peace donatiom, .
Mr. Fels” advice was disregarded.

Perhaps Mr. Carnegie felt, that it was
too stupendows a task to remove the
causes of war to which Mr. Fels al-
Iuded. Yet, stupendous as it may ap-
pear to be, it is the easiest method of
preventing war—and it may not be as
stupendous as it seems. Perhaps—al-
though it is scarcely four years since
that letter was written—had Mr. Fels’
advice been seriously considered and

acted ‘upon, there would by this time

have been sufficient progress made, to
have averted the awful calamity that
has befallen Europe. Much is being
said about this bheing the .last war.

‘Let us hope that it is, but let not the

work be longer neglected which alone
can make permanent peace sure.
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