TEACHING ' A “PROFESSOR OF

. ECONOMICS” POLITICAL
- °  ECONOMY.

A knowledge of political economy

does not seem-to be required of all pro-

fessors of political economy in every
university. Thus, in the University of
Cincinnati, the gentleman filling that
position denies the possibility of rem-
edying, through legislation, existing
economic infustice. Of course, the pro-
fessor is entitled to his opinion, but the
university is a public institution main-
tained by taxation. Consequently every
citizen is .interested in seeing that
teachers employed are competent to
instruct students in the branches of
knowledge assigned to'them to impart.
When 2 professor furnishés evidence
of lack of information concermng facts,
which one should have who is posted

in theé science that he is supposed to

teach, then it is time for those who
contribiite to liis salary o complain.

-In Professor Hicks’ case a complaint -
was ‘made by Daniel Klefer in a public

'letter as follows:

If Prafeswr Fredeﬂr:k . Hsck.*:, Pra.

fessor of Economics at the University of

: _C‘mcmuah, has bee» correctly quoted, thew

in fustice to the students, the. Profe.r.s'ar

shotdd fivst fake a cowrse under G cowe-

petent instricior k{mself before ugain fac-
-mg a ;I«m- ;

tﬁlau

- That the Professor emdenﬂy is not en-

© Hrely dgnorant of. that science. i clear

from the fact thut he realizes that there
“is sot that perfect ‘distribution of - the
frqducts of lebor which'is. fair to every-
?  But that seeins to bethe extem of .

. h -kﬁow!edge "OF the wndetlying fouses..

wh ich: '?re'vmt a. fair distribiition, ke ap-
. othing, aitBough. the sci-

i mad: cl;ar in FKis Jugg;shon of a

remedga,; for unfazr distribution. -~ He says:
. “The remedy is: individuil. No lows-
.-:'mi Fforce it It must spring frow the
.- destreof ewry man to treat fcm'ly Jis-

fejlaw man j

' Let us see. S'uppose eam ma b

a‘em'aw foday to ireat foirly Fis feltow

" man, - aid no chonge whatever would be

- made i existing lows. Of course that-im-

- pligs. Ehat with all their degive to tredt. each

pther fairly, no man. would krow ony ;nore

Professoy Hicks abou: e :
: g lows or tha need

c}fange 10 bring abous @ fair’ distribubion. -

A .ﬂmp!e de.s"sm }a deat: fasr!.' ;ambmed

?dms‘es.s‘ - Al eniploy for #stance;
- wauld a'emde to-double; freb!e or qaadruﬂe
wages. - Professor Hicks does nat seem to
" know enough cboui economic prmc:plss o
.fee that this would farce t0o the wall the
grea: mass of employers who hove not 3
1 Hine to make ends meet, Every wits,
knowing mo more than Professor. Hicks
‘dboud, political economy, would return for
texoiion the exact valié of all the ,bro}lerty
ke owned. The result would be, asa study




of political economy. will show Professor
Hicks, o sivengthening of oiready existing
-tendencies of the general property tax to

" check industry and to: penalize thrifi and .

enterprise.  There would of course be
some.increase in taxoiion” of vacant land
under these ciriumistances, which, fov eco-.
" nomic ressons—that will be, ploin enough
to. the Professor' after he has studied
‘bolitical . ec_onomy——wauid dend to make
things better. But as this would only take
‘w.swial] part of the. véntal volue, this fend-
| ency would be owercome by the tremend-
ous. increase in voluwes, due to noiural
€aUSES. camzecfed wﬂh the great moml im-
: prowmen: These natuml cawses, the
 Professor will fesrn o getting as. mw:h
kwowtedge af economic principles. as 45
- Bossessed by ‘every. compitent veal gstate
1, dré that all great improvemenis, such
"as the u versgl worel wplift imagined,
wist ficredse. genem! prodm:t:w potbars,
wake the uie of land wmore proﬁtable and

fncresse iis valie. Ths.r would _give fo .
hmd SUHLEYS an Even more unfa:r share,

at P se't_ m dmnbunan

E'vm withoul o know!edge, of pa!mcal
._'ectm wmy, Professor, Hicks. msght be able
10. se¢ that ke wonld find if more desirable
o itve fwa camm&mty where. peoﬂe “were-
Anclined fo be foir with each oiher than
i one where they were noi. He msgkt
even see, that with other things egqual in
the two. commumhes he would be willing
to pay more to live in the foir-minded
. cothimunity, ond whether he would or not
ke would écertainly be asked to do so.

So with edverse. economic couses at -

work, about which Professor Hicks will

learn on studyiug: - political gconomy—

" wnivdrsal desive 6f men to deal fairly wn‘k
" gie anather must come to naught.

These cawses are due to laws which must
be abolished -befove amy . such desire con
be pui into practice.- Besides, the desire
to-deal fairly can be more easily produced

-by making ronditions so that @ wsll pay

rather than by leaving them so that i will
not. Thot is what the Single Tax will do.
Only those miisrépresent advocates of it a5
claiming it"to be o panacea who, like' Pro-
fnsor Hscks‘ kuow Isme or noihmg abﬂut
i! :

© What Ike’ Smgle Tax zmﬂ doto bring
about o foir distribution is ‘thit it mﬂ___
wake any effort ot imfmr distﬂbui‘mﬂ un- :
proﬁrab!e e ~

A study of economic pmﬁﬂﬁ!es w:tl show
Prafesmr Hicks thai no change § i “human,
noture, a5 he .mggest.r is needed to bring

about economic fustice, All that i neces- i
- sary is to remove premmm on uﬂfasmess,

wku-k pre.rem laws ofer _
If the . Umwrssiy of C'mnﬂmm 'were .
a Rockefeﬂer institution, Cincinndtigns
might hdve {0 ke contént _mth_imrruc.fion"

_ df‘ this- kind to their sons ond daughiters,
_ but as ode taxpayer, I protest ngainst the

:i!y’.r money being so flagrantly misused as
. the sa!arj; pmd fo Prafe.fsor F G :

7 Htcks

.

This Les.ﬂet can be lmd in- ANy - quantity

dodred “at the cast of prmtlng, 20 cents
por hundred, of the American Economic
Lieague, Blymyer Building, Olncinnqti, 0.



