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The Future is Qurs!

By Bue Bjdrner®
®

Coming, as I do, from a country
where the name of Henry George is
known and esteemed glmost as well
as the names of our own great men,
and where his thoughts have already
set their stamp on practical legisla-
tion, and speaking on behalf of
Georgists throughout a score of other
countiries united in the organization,
whose . President I have the honor
to be, I can only say that on the
Centenary of the birth of Henry
George we are very happy to be
able to visit the great nation that
gave birth to Henry George, and to
meet here in the town, where he
laid down his life, the men and wo-
men who are carrying on his work
among his own people, . . .

It we were pessimists, we might
zay that the developnient during the
last three years since we last met
at the London Conference in 1936
has altogether gone in the wrong di-
rection and that the fuliilment of
our objects is to-day more remote
than ever before. But we cannot be
pessimists; Georgists must be opti-
mists. - There are enough people who
are willing to take the world for
what it is at present and such peo-
ple, who like to call themselves
“practical,” carry quite a share of
the responsibility for the adverse
condition of the world to-day. We
Georgists will not take the world
for what it is to-day, but for what
it can be tomorrow.

We know that never before in the
history of mankind has the enor-
mous producing power of the world
glven such great chances for per-
manent peace and prosperity for all
peoples. Truly enough, we see
around us a world where autarchy
has taken the place of co-operation
between nations, where “the trans-
formation of popular government in-
to despotismi of the vilest and most
degrading kind" i no longer a thing
of the far future, a world in which
“the sword again is mightier than

the pen.” But we know the reason
for this. ...

There are enough of the so-called
practical men, who see democracies
change into dictatorships, peaceful
co-operation into warlike strife, and
who seem to believe that this change
is due to some mysterions powers
beyond their control. But we Georg-
ists are more pra.cticé.l. We know
that such conditions are not the will
of the Creator. We know that it
is the failure of balancing the tech-
nical and productive progress with
the needs of those who produce, that
causes poverty amidst wealth and
forms the basis for economic and
political crises within Nations as
well as bhetween Nations.

At first glance it might seem—at
least to people of democratic coun-
tries—that it is the policies of the
totalitarian states that are to blame
for international conditions as they
are to-day. But it must not be over-
locked that again it i primarily the
inequality iIn the distribution of
wealth within these countries which
has caused the change, politically
and also mentally. Let us not take
the symptoms of = malady for the
cause of it; the inequality in the dis-
tribution of wealth is at the bottom
of the world’s problems to-day and
at the bottom of the social problems
in any one country.

In spite of all that is happening
around us, we have still reason to be
optimists, There is a widening gen-
eral understanding of the truth that
the real causes of poverty and war
are of an economic nature. And in
spite of the dark political aspects
we find a manifest good-will to re-
move these economic hindrances to
the peace and prosperity for all peo-
ples.

As a member of the Danish Nation-
al Committee of the International
Chamber of Commerce I had the
privilege to be one of the hosts to
the Tenth Congress of the. Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce in Co-
penhagen this summer.

More than one thousand leading
business men of forty-one countries
from every part of the world met
there to discuss the problem of how
to bring about a world-wide co-opera-
tion, which is essential to the main-
tenance of peace. At the opening
session at the Town Hall of Copen-
hagen, in the presence of a distin-
guished audience, the Past President
of the I. C. C., Mr. Thomas J. Wat-
son, sounded the keynote of this re-
markable Congress by stating that
we can only bring about “World
peace through world trade.” ...

Regardless of how you judge the
recommendations that came from the
I C. C. Congress in Copenhagen, you
must admit that the spirit of it was
on the same lines that we pursue and
was insirumental towards “stimulat-
ing in all countries a public epinion
favorable to permanent peace and
prosperity for all peoples” by advo-
cating the removal of harriers to in-
ternational trade and world-wide co-
operation. Certainly there is reason
for optimism for us, who wish to re-
move the basic economic causes of
poverty and war,

Of course the mere wish for inter-
national co-operation does not solve
the problem. But the desire for
opening up world trade will natural-
ly focus the attention on the main
problem, the inadequacy of the usual
free trade argument and the real
strength of the protection argument.
The former President of the Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce, Mr.
Fentener van Vlissingen, broached
the question by stating that leading
business men, who at Conferences
have affirmed their helief in Free
Tradé, are oo eager when their own
difficulties meet them at home to
sacrifice the ideals and to ask their
government for protective measures
for their own little sick industry.
Others think of what is going to
happen to their unemployment gues-
tion at hofne,

This is where we, the disciples: of
Henry George, have a message’ to
bring to the world.
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It wiil be our fask to explain that
Free Trade means Free Production,
and that fully to free production it
is necessary not only to remove all
taxes on production, but alse to re-
- move all other restrictions on pro-
duction. In the words of Henry
George: “True free trade requires
that the active faetor of production,
Labor, shall have free access to the
passive factor of production, Land.
Te secure this all monopoly of land
must be broken up, and the equal
right of all to the use of the natural
elements must be secured by the
treatment of the land as fhe com-
mon property in usufruct of the
whole people.” )

Until this simple truoth is recog-
nized all efforts to bring about Free
Trade between the nations are
doomed aforehand, The inequalities
in the distribution of wealth will re-
main as long as our laws and in-
stitutions uphold the right of the
few to seize the natural resources
of all; and it is this inequality that
canses fear of unemployment and
impoverishment of the working clasg-
es everywhere, and which has in
our. time revived obsolete autarchy
tendencies, "There can be no real de-
sire for progressive steps both in the
production and interchange of goods,
as long as such stéps in the eyes of
the masses just spell unemployment
and poverty. We must establish the
equality in distribution in the simple
way which Henry George explained
it could be done: by removing taxes
and imposts on production and col-
lecting economic rent for public rev-
enies.

Only through the economic emancl-
pation that can be reached when
there is no more speculation in land
_but where the access to land is free

and where productive labor is no
longer taxed, can we restore man’s
confidence in bheing able to provide
for himself. )

This iz, in short, the message that
we have to bring to the world.. And
are we in-a position to earry this
message? Yes, we are indeed. Splen-
did work is being done by more than
fifty Henry George organizations
throughout the world in spreading
the message. Editors of and <on-
tributors to more than a score of
Georgist journals in various coun-
tries are devoting their efforts to
advocating the ideas of Henry
George, and nwumberless individuals
work, through the political life or as
unattached advoecates, to bring the
message into a world-wide appre-
hension.

" The work in the purely education-
el field has of late years found new
form in the Henry George School of
Social Science, which was started
here in New York but has also, since
the -last’ International Conference,
found its way to the Old World
Through the individual work of
speakers and writers, {hrough the
work of the organizations, and
through the work of the schools we

have to-day a better chance than

ever before for both creating and sat-

isfying & wide-spread desire for en- .

lightenment.

In paying tribute to each and ev-
ery one who is carrying on this im-

portant work to-day, lef us not for- .
get those who have done it in . the

past. “Human progress goes on as

the advances made by one genera-

tion are secured as.the common prop-
erty of the mnext; and made the
starting point for new advances.”
Hxactly the same is true for what

progress our work may show. Let
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us acknowledge our indebtedness to
those who are no longer with us but
who did toil for the truth that Henry
(zeorge made clear and thus laid the
foundation on which we are now
building. . . .

A world of people are waliting,
who desire to convert their longings
for peace, security and prosperity
into a practical programme of eco-
nomic adjustment. Certainly; the
Future is ours!

* President, Intermational Union for
Land Value Taxation and Free Trade.
This is a condensation of the Presidential
address before the.recent Henry George
Centenary. The address is one of nine-
teen papers prepared for the Centenary;
the complete set can be secured from the
Schalkenbach Foundation, 32 X. 29th
St., New York, for One Dollar, postpaid.

il



