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A CERTALY JOu FUOR EVERYZOUY
Ralph %g{gggg

the filrst essential in lLiving is not, 28 we have come to think,
a joby .+t is the opportunity to produce for ourselves the mininuam
essentinle of living »» sufficient food, sufficient shelter, fuel
and clothing to meintain health. The wise writes of the Declsratic
of Independence did not say that government s could make people
hnppy and guarantee them freedom froa want. They said that governs
mente were instituted in order to furnish people Life, liberty and
the opportunity to engage, as they phragsed it, in the "pursuil of
happiness.”

Thie requirement can be met, not by walting for someone somes
time in washington or elsewhere to give us a job, but by ottains
ing land »» land upon which we can individually raise food and
livestock, erect houses and bulldings cut wood for fuel, and
produce other nsceesssries for ourselves,

It is not tume that humans are epkilled to jobs. o one is
entitled to say, "I have a natural right to enployment, snd to ea:
ploynment at the sortof work which I liike, or for which 1 have bee.
tpmired, 1€ any man born with = right to deaand of others employ
nent throughout life ae a bookkseper, an actor or ag a salesman?
"ut every persor is born with the right to word for himself and
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7w gy ?g{zﬂtggw_vgwggmigﬁ, xesearch vivision, School of
Living, Suffern, N.Y. 1943 @



o= whnatever amount oI iLang may oe necessary™ 1in oraer To supgor‘t
him/herself and their family. Access 1o land is the crucial lise
sue; Western 'culture’ has not 'solved’ ﬁhis problem, Every
law which bare this Jodegiven right to access to land, violates
a primary human right,
ACGeSE.E2.4and

2nch family is wise who buys a farm or subsistence homestead,
or organizes and joins 2 gg;;;;%gg;g%g£ggw,gmggtggg assoclation,
g0 that land is available when needed. Some of us may change
the szisting speculative landstenure, in order that land which
in now held out of use, i3 once agsin becomes avallakbe and the
source of our opportunity to surilval and livelihood. (Ready
rrogresd and poverty, by Henry George.

yhen selfsliguidating homestead agsociations are organized,
1and may be ohtained in larze tracts at LoW prices per acre, with
members paying for 1t outriznt or putting tneir savings into 1t as
they accunulate theu.

Every American ig entitled to an opportunity to establish suck
5 nomestead. QURREEURLEL.LR.FlELeRkAERRAN. MAGEELONL. 2L
charity, Vo real american wants charity., soldlers and sailors
should have opportunities To sutablish houcsteads. Persons ghoulc
not be just "citizens® tutl landholers with a real staie in thelir
coimmunity.

plans for subsdivision of these large tracts and for their

use primarily for subsistaﬁce and general family farming, should

‘be made row, Members who do not already know how to Live in ¥he



country should beginﬁ thelr education 1n ZarUuellllE @l pLy«
ductive living.

iiany towns, counties and states have abandoned and toze
defaulted lands which they oould transfer to sueh aggociations,
The resettlement of these lands would increase the productiag'ﬁ
of wealth, incresse trade and thus reise the public income of ¥
communities wise enough to maite such use of the land,

in order to maike the homestead assoclatlon selfsliguidating
(and thus avoid chairty), land assessments or groundsrent sufe
ficient to neet all sarryingecosis should De collected from thei.
members by each association.

In order to avoid the misuse of the land for greculative
purposes, pembership in such a romestead association should carr
no right to speculative resale. .i = member desires to abanden
nis homestead, it must be made avallable to vouwe other psrson
who has an equal right to suta an sopnoriuaity. The price
which he may 2sk for an improvements nhe has placed on the land,
should be fized by arbiiration.

1+ order to insure that the hoames teaders shall be alvays
able to meet their land assessments, the ground rents snouid be
payable in either money or in kind.

n order to avoid fining the memvers of such associations fa}
the improvements which they moke, no taxes should be levied

by towns, counties or states upon improvements made upon the
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AU, wuiCn tne homesteaders have thus voluntarily removed iron
speculation.

Finally, In order to make poseible the inccryoration of such
homestead associations and the taxweexemption »f thelr improvement s,
legislation amending the membership, nonsprofit and cowoperative
corporation laws of the suverai states should be enacted.

An Expanding Enciavical iovement

A homestesd association resenbles n singlestax enclave. (See
Epglaves.of.loscnonic.Besd, Fiske Warren, narvard wass. from Schoel
of TLiving, RD 7 Bx 388, York Pa., 17402+$5.00). An isolated single
tax colony {such as Falrhous, Joblle, Ala.) i8 an anacPonism., But
hundreds and thousands of such homestead associatons all over the
country, each comprieing a group with an actual stake in the aboli»
tion of land speculation == zn expanding enclavical movement »»
would furnish a basis for land reform similar to that whic h the
cooperative lsnd and tuilding moveent furnished in Denmari.

The importance of preliminary planning and continuous education
is shown by s gstudyof the Bureau of Agriculiural iSconomies, US Dept.
of aAgricutture, Washington DU 174z, titled, "A Place on Earthsej
Critical Apprsisal of Subsistence ijonesteads” by Russel Lord and

Faul H, Johnstone,



