higher education wusually opt for

professional-type training, leaving the

more academic, liberal, social sciences to

less mundane, urban scholars. Social

scientists, as a result, have a pre-

ponderantly DC and urban perspective.”
Crotty’s attack on the bias of
social scientists draws its
authority from the fact that he
has mucked out cowsheds as
well as sat at the scholar’'s desk
in a library.

FOR CROTTY, land value taxation
is both the necessary and suf-
ficient mechanism for removing
exploitation and compelling the
efficient use of land.

Without this fiscal reform,
there can be no general
prosperity. He explains why:

“The paradox of property is that the
more valuable land becomes relative to
other resources, as a result of population
growth, capital accumulation, or the
securing of property rights, the less
efficiently it is likely to be used. This is
partly because the rentier-consumer-
owner is under less pressure to use his
resource efficiently if his income is large
and his asset valuable; it is partly
because as land values appreciate,
persons with little capital and no land,
who are most likely to use land
efficiently, are least likely to acquire it.
The market, that ensures an efficient
allocation of capital and labour, brings
about inefficient land use.”
Land monopoly may lead to a
maximisation of profits for the
fortunate few, but “Free land, or
socially owned land (by which
Crotty means individual posses-
sion but communal ownership of
the financial benefits of land) is
used to maximise output from
it.”’

CROTTY had to embark on a deep
study of social history, forced to
relate culture to ecology in all its
manifestations, to make sense of
the global condition of man.

Of special importance for
those who wish to understand
why human society has been
transformed into its current plight
is the following insight:

“The advantages of individual tenure
seem obvious when land is abundant and
is held communally. But the
individualisation of land tenure is
possibly the most profound and far
reaching institutional change that a
society can undertake. Especially where
land " is wused mainly for pastoral
purposes, the individualisation of tenure
dichotomises society into landed and
landless, with directly conflicting
interesis.”

His preferred solution, land value
taxation, effectively harmonises
the apparently conflicting
economic and social pressures. If
people need to hold land on an
individual basis (to maximise
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Welfare & Threat to Liberty

HOW BIG is the jump from welfare
State to authoritarian dictator-
ship? To be taken care of, from the
cradle to the grave, by an all-providing
State under the benevolent patronage of a

cuddly Callaghan or a winsome
Wedgwood Benn may, to some, be a
social consummation devoutly to be
wished. But could such a regime remain
the constant and unchanging blessing it
might seem?

The elimination of life’s personal risks
can hardly be achieved without paying a
price in personal discretion and choice.
Would this lead, eventually, to the State
deciding for us those things we ought to
decide for ourselves? Would the ultimate
end be a regime in which all that is not
forbidden is compulsory?

One small indicator of the drift down
the insidious path that leads to full State
control is probably the growth in the
number of official inspectors who are
empowered to demand entry into our
homes and places of work. In Britain in
the past, the policeman with his warrant
and, perhaps, the bailiff, were probably
the only representatives of the law who
could demand to cross our thresholds.
To-day there are over 200 different types
of inspector who may pay us an
unwelcome visit to check this, verify that
or assess the other.*

It seems that almost every piece of
government legislation nowadays
involves the empowering of inspectors to
look over our shoulders to see what we
are doing. There are inspectors for VAT,
inspectors for agriculture, inspectors for
trade, inspectors for industry.

The VAT-man has been known to
make gestapo-style raids on homes when
the occupants are in bed and then to
search every nook and cranny of the pre-
mises to check that the correct amounts
of VAT have been paid.

No self-respecting (quasi-governmental
organisation) seems able to operate
without sending its representatives round
to question people, inspect goods or
examine documents. The Agricultural
Marketing Board, the Eggs Authority, the
Herring Industry Board, the White Fish
Authority, the Home Grown Cereals
Marketing Board, the Hops Marketing
Board, the Potato Marketing Board, the

Wool Marketing Board — all these and
many more have powers to enter your
premises to check what is going on and
demand to see documents, accounts and
any other information they consider to be
relevant.

The Receiver of Wrecks, if he suspects
that you possess a piece of derelict
marine structure of which you are not the
owner, may, with a JP's warrant, enter
your back yard to check his hunch. An
officer of the Atomic Energy Authority
can demand entry to your home if he has
grounds for suspecting that you are
toying with nuclear fission.

If you are running a business in one of
the 44 industries in which there are
Wages Councils you are almost certain to
meet the Council's inspectors. If you are
in boot and shoe repairing, for example,
or perhaps making brooms and brushes
or ostrich feathers and artificial flowers,
the Council’s inspectors may knock on
your door and demand that you can
produce wages sheets, lists of workers
and other details which you had regarded
as private,

And so the number of inspectors
swells. Social security inspectors, health
and safety inspectors, inspectors of seeds,
inspectors of weeds; all these may pay
you a visit. Massage parlours, pet shops,
riding schools, late night cafes, market
stalls, cinemas, scrap metal premises,
caravan sites, betting shops, bingo halls —
all these and many more may be subject
to the authoritative knock on the door
and the demand for private or confiden-
tial information.

The chief apprehensions of the authors
of this booklet are directed to those ins-
pectors who are empowered to enter
homes or other premises without a
warrant, without warning and with scant
regard for the time of day - or night.
Their concern is not lightly to be
disregarded. A constant light needs to be
focussed on the growth of the State's
army of inspectors, their powers and the
extent to which their existence threatens
our freedom.

*An Inspector at the Door, National Federation of
Self Employed and Small Businesses Ltd and the
Adam Smith Institute, 1979,

B. W. Brookes

personal investment of labour
and capital), the community can
preserve its interests through the
fiscal mechanism. Simple. And it
works!

Crotty is able to relate this
policy to various problems, one of
the crucial ones being population
growth. The proceeds from the
tax on land values can be used to
achieve lower birth rates — one of
the priority objectives of those
UN agencies that send high-
powered teams of scholars
jetting around the world to tell

excessively-paid civil servants
how to promote IUDs on bill-
boards.

Demographers would do well
to set aside their volumes of
statistics on fertility and spend a
few hours reading this illuminat-
ing book. Then we might start to
hear about some sensible policies
that would have a chance to cut
population growth rates through
the simple expedient of self-
interest!

Paul Knight
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