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Mussolini, it is- said; wants to re-
Store to his .country something of the
grandeur: and dominion of imperial

Rome. He calls attention, frequently
and. by various devices, to. the splen-
dors. of Rome's past. He endeav-
0rs- to arouse in his people a pride in
Tialy’s power and an ambition to in-
creage this power. Hitler, too, seeks
for. his country greater military
strength. To this end, he- has heen
propagandizing and re- arming. Ger-
many, Can it possibly be, then, that
these dictators have missed one of
the great secrets. of national strength
and: power?

Let us. suppose- a war to.break out
betwean g demperatically-governed
and & ‘dictatorially-ruled country
which are, in most respects; evenly
matched.

But in the democratically-governed
country, because of. the influénce of
selfish Interests and. the ignorance
of the masses, a majority of the peo-
ple must pay to a few,. tremendous
sSums- every year for- permission. o
work and. to iive in.their country, at
any rate on all but the least desir-
able. gites.
ceive these sumns are allowed to. keep
most of the money for their support,
so that they. can enjoy. a. much bet-
ter living, than the common rum of
folk. and can, in. many. cases, hve
without' any Wwork at a1, @ -

In the other country; the dictator,
by. s0me quirk of fortune, really does
know the secrets of. national power.
He sees fo it, fherefore, that the
community-produced remtal value of
land goes. to the commiunity to. be
used for ordmary public expenditures,

And. the few who re-.

such as. streets, schools, courts, po-
lice, ete:. Land reat is not allowed
to.go to. the support of drones or as
a privileged. income to. persons. who
do not produce or earn it. So when
every resource is being drawn upon
to. wage war the government does
not have to dlwde its . most natural
revenues — the Tmunity-produced
rental wvalue of"land -—with private
citizens who did aothing to produce
it. If other sources of revenue must
also be drawn upom, at least all the
money so raised can be used to.pro-
vide additional military supplies and
equipment.
enue has {o-be used as a substitute
for revenue from the rent of land, Re-
sult, of course;, more military power.

Furthermore, the land wvalue tax
system.makes uupTofitable the Ipecu-
lative w1thholdmg of land: The good
land is all used-and is- put to its best
use. Production is greater. More
can be spared, afier. the people are
fed, to maintain and-equip the army
and navy. Result, again, and obvi-
ously, greater military power.

What 1if, with. these advantages,
the dictatorialiy-ruled country ex-
tends its empire over more demo-
cratically-ruled- countries, and gives
the advantages of its tax system to
its. newly-conquered provinces; what
if the masses of. the people in these
newly-conguered- provinces: . are- thus
relieved.of the necessity, formerly im-
posed! on. thems, of supporting para-
sites, parasites. who get their. living
only by chargiig. others.fér permis-
sion. 1o - work and-live dw ths carth!
Could. it then happen. that thre con-

‘quered’ proviutes would prefer the

None of this other rev- -

dictator's rule to their former “free-
dom” and that, finally, some succes-
sor of the dictator would realize the
dream of a world: empire?

Or lg this all wrong? Is the real
way to build military power the way
of inequality and special privilege?
Does- a nation hecome strong and
have a better chance to win wars if
a- relatively few of its people are
privileged to live.as parasites on. the
rest, charging the latter for permis-
gion- to: work and to live on the
earth? Does- such a. policy effec-
tively enlist these few in. the serv-
ice of the dictator and his ambitions?
Aand will their interested propaganda
stir- more enthusiasm among the
masses for victory, make them. more
patriotic, make them surer that they
have something real: and. great to
fight for and make them fight better
than if no parasites were living upon
them?

Probably this-last is what the dic-
tators think-—if they. think ahout the
matter at all. ' Certainly none of the
dictators has: yet shown: an under-
standing of the distinction. hetween
econoniically earned incomes and._such
unearned. income as land rent. And
who of us seriously. believes that any
of the dictators will?. For is no{ the
whole matter beyond. the dictators'
ken, so, that they struggle ‘biindly. for

Enatwnal power witholt zeally know-

ing how ta get'it? And is there, per-
haps, a bare chance that the democ-
racies will eventunally do better?.
—~Harry Gunnison Browi.
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