_tertain his Queens.
~the prophet’s ominous words:

. '.i‘]ia ‘Freeman, September, 1840
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~ For Predat1on There Must Be Producuon

We appear to be living in an era
of tremendous upheaval the ultimate
consequences of which no one can
foresee. Economic systems are in
flux. Political systems are changing
rapidly. The centers of .military
power and of prestige are shifting

‘as they have not before in genera-
“tions. Can it possibly be that the
"relative fairness of different econom-

ic systems hag some causal signifi-
cance in such changes and so in the
rise and fall of nations and of em-
pires?

The world of man, like the world
of life generally, is a world of strug-
gle and of rivalry, There is rivalry
and struggle between individuals and
there iz rivalry and struggle between
groups. There iz ceaseless conflict
of antagonistic interests, each week-
ing the maximum of gain and the
minimum of loss. WNations take by

-force and fraud from other nations.
Individuals, by cheating and by force,

take from other individuals. Particu-

‘lar economiec groups within -each

country undertake to control govern-

"ment and, gs readers-of The Freeman

well know, bend it to their uses in
abstiracting wealth from other groups
and from the public generally,
Yet.in the midst of all this taking
or predation, there continues to be
production, else there would be little
or nothing for the predators to take.
Always a large proportion of the peo-
ple produce wealth, Thus we have
commeonly in human society the two

-inconsistent activities of production

and predation,—although these may

‘appear to be in one sense consistent

with each other, viz., as.divergent
aspects of the struggle foi existence,
In Lord Dunsany’s play, “King

- Argimenes and the Unknown War-
‘rior,” a mew prophet is called to the

throne hall by King Darniak to en-
But these are

“There was once a King that had

‘slaves to hate him and to toil for
kim; and he had soldiers to guard

him-. and to . die for him. Amnd the
nimhber of the skaves that he had to

By HARRY GUNNISON BEOWN

hate him and to toil for him was
greater than the number of the sol-
diers fthat he had to guard and to
die for-him. “And the days of that
King were few. And the number
of thy slaveg, O King, that thou hast
to hate thee is - greater than the

- nummber of thy scldiers. Thine ar-

mies camped upon thy mountainous
borders desery no enemy in the

- plains afar. And within thy . gates
. lurks-he for whom thy sentinels geek

upon lonely. gunarded frontiers,. There

. ig a fear upon me and a hoding. Even

yet there is time, even yet; but litile
time, And my mind is dark with

 trouble for thy kingdom,”

Is it mot probably true, in general,
except as those who are exploited
are too utterly uncomprehending,
that revolution or revolt is likely in
proportion as the explpited are nu-
merous, as ‘well a3 in proportion to
the degree of their resentment.

It is obvious, of course, that the
degree of this resentment may be
lessened if the exploited majority
can be persuaded, however fallac-
iously, that they are not being ex-
ploited and that, instead, the ex-
ploiting policies are caleulated to in-
crease their prosperity and happi-
ness. Nevertheless, the waste and
poverty and inequality which exploi-
tation "rings about, even though
cause and effect relations are litile
understood by the victims, are hard-
1y conducive to satzsfa.ctwn and con-
tentment.

A master class of conguerors or
aristocrats-may live among those it
exploits and may by force, or by
teaching subservience and a *“mor-
ality” of privilege and subjection,

maintain itself- for gemerations in-a

parasitic position. - But any great

discontent' among the exploited must

-iap - of
"‘ma.y sometimes *eliminate .an ‘indi-

surely weaken this master class in
confliect with alien enemies. If the

"exploited group has to be kept down

by force or if, even, it does not en-
thusia.stica;lly_l support  the régime-
through which it is exploited, the

'cha;uce of overthrow of the dominaf-

ing arigtocratic class iy enhanced, )
If the inmhabitants of a couniry are
to have the best chance of success-
fully resisting foreign attack, they
need, it would seem, a unity of spirit
which certainly is not furthered by
exploitation. In short that coun-
try is strong, in conﬂlct with thoge
who would conguer it, whose people
feel that they have an economic sys-
tem which gives a fair chance to all,
and which therefore, is well worth
fighting for. "But what riling caste
is willing to give up its privileges
even fo make 1ts people strong in
war? .
Or are we rather to conclude that
the way for a nation to be strong
is to maintain a highly privileged
caste which lives parastically upon

‘the roasves and which will fight

eagerly to maintain its privileges
against foreign foes who may seek
to displace it? And are we to con-
clude, also, that such a privileged
cagie can, by its prestige and its
propaganda, develop almost as great
enthusiasm among +the exploited
masses for the waging of foreign -
wars as if these exploiied masses
were fighting for themselves instead
of to keep in power over them and
to further aggrandize a particular
set of exploiters!

. Burvival in the struggle for exis-
tence does mot mean that the survi-

-vor i perfectly adapted to his en-
-viroriment.
‘the long run it may indeed mean that

On -the average dnd in

he ig least il adapted. If we are to

-be accurate we must say “on-the av-

erage” -becatise particular and pecul-
: “aceidental” circumstances

v1dua.1 relatively well ada.pted to the

'-cond1t1ons whieh ha.ve to be met or-
‘dindrily.

SinilaTly, dtrvival 6L B. “group m
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the - competltmn of war or otherwise
does not mean that the group i the
best or strengest ithaginable, If. ma,y
mean, in the Iong run and on an av-
erage, that the surviving group is
least il adapted to the condltions to
be- met. . .

-We must frankly admIt of gourse,
that even a perfectly fair econoniic
System ¢an mot at all' gudrantes the
‘survival of a group which fails to
neet every other test of adaptation.
Nevertheless, an econcmic” system in
which the imajority are discontentsd
and greatly e¥ploited hosts of a par-
asitic few or in which burglary, potk-
et picking ané highway robliery are
- 80 extensively practiced that gecut-
ity i8 reduced to & minirim and
‘genera] discontent and disorganiza-
tion prevail,—such "an é¢onomic sys-
-tem must tend not towards the sur-
vival of the society but towards its
eliffination.

In the struggles of the present
tentiry, have ths wo-called demo-
cratie countries had an economic
system so fair; so favorable to the
-common run of folks, so0 devoid of
all éléments of parasitism,”as to call
out the maximum' of énthusiasm on
" the ‘part of these common folks in
its . defénse?
ample,’ that Great Britiin, with the
deseendants of fendsl lords  4hd of
réyal favorites ovming a large part
of - the island, includmg large déc-
tiohs of some of thé cities, has &ich
&n etonomic §ystem? Do thé o~
. moit’ people “of ‘Britain, who st
pay- many millicits of Britigh pmmds
evety year to those who ovm the
island, for’ perm:ssmn to work on’ it
and’ to lwe on -it; have fsal reason
to éhthuse over thsir ecomomie ays-
tem and to sherifice and suffer ahd
die  to preserve it as dgainst fhe
‘rival and. alien ‘systerad of - other
states" Would the Workers of Eng-
land," Seotiand a1d - Wales necessari-
ly- bé ‘se miieh wofie off econmm-
‘cdlly, umier Géiméan or Itahan -or
Russwn dommatmn as the conserva—
_tive ‘deféndérs of the prevailing par-
asxtlsm Would ha.Ve them beheve'?

. What. if the Germang: *did - really
mtend to Ilberate the British: maSSES
“from their present exploifation!
What # in- ‘Germany itsaif " the” an-
-1zal _vja.lue‘ of -sites ‘and- -J:Jatura 2 -

. this kind of dppeal.

Can we siy, for éx- .-

“any. . specialization, .

‘each  wold-be predator. -
‘sibly those who wish to produce will
~dlways, sooner or later realize that
‘they -have ' a’ conimlon’ ifftérest and

sources were dafimtely mgardeﬂ as

belonging to all the peoplel What if.

German  leaders -wierd o - pledge
themselves to the comion folk of
Britain to intoducé the saine sys-
tem there, so that no one in Britain

cany longer should he able to gain a

living Dby charging his fellow . Brit-

: 6ns for permission fo. work on and

to live on .their island or draw

.mineral wealth from its Sub-surface
. depogits! .

There seems, indeed, no
present possibility of any such ap-

-peal being wmade at all' and, cer-

tainly, ho prospect of its heing ‘made
convincingly. But the time may

. come  when sore potentially con-

quering nation will be able to make
What then?

How largely is the willingness

“to fight, in modem waf, the re-
" sult, on both sides, of a sporting in-

stinct — ‘the desire to have ‘“our
team” wm'? How iargely is it the

-Tesult of ‘effective propaganda which

makés thé efiemy look - relatively
fauch Worsé than He is? And how
largely is it the consequience of a
truly intelligent tomprehension of
the ecmparative a.dva.ntages of dif-
ferént economic systems notmth-
st.a.ndmg ¢ach and all of them may

.fa,ll faf shoit of tle reqmrements ‘of
'efﬂcmncy and fairhess?

+ Some rules’ of ' fdirness some
standards .conduecing: to . security,
somie recognition ef the ¢liims of
broducers-to at least.a modicim of

‘what they .producé - appears. to be
“necessary if thers is'to Be:any com-

mumity life atiall;if there is-to be
any exchange,
indeed ‘any productive activity. Con-

<Celvably . these" rules .and- standards
“Will -he only ‘such as the strength

of each producér tan’ enforée.against
Or - pos-

’i‘he Fraemn, September, 1940

!Wﬁl il mewtably 1earn to com‘mne in
some fashion OF other: 50 (85, to Jimit
the. predatmn of men wha would live
at their expense. Or the recocfmtmn of
the rights of others and ‘the:requisite
sympathy to nnplement thxs ‘recog-
nition, which: develops in the family,
may extend. further: so.as.to:affect
_relations, among . neighbors, - among
- fellow citizens of a. national evern,

__am_ong citizens . of dlﬁereni; "nations.

Possibly ‘natural :-selection, - in: weed-

ing out groups whose:members can-

not -seem to: eg-operate. effectively,

has-helped.to evolve a type.of men-

,té.lity capable of a-larger degree of
social, sympathy and mot merely. of

.more intelligent self interest. And

“hno doubi the appeals. and. preach-
ments. of those who first and-least
unclearly realized- the- need. of rules
and _standards, have had- some effect
in pringing other__men.to“thelr Sup-

.port- and. in - introducing . sanctions,
. such -as_fines, jail and capital pun-
_ishment, whick may add still further
-to-the . chservance . of the ; rules. and
. standards accepted. .-
.often happen - that- even, an - exploit-

Indeed. it may

g . group—e. g., . slave . owners. or

. landowners—will join wholeheartedly

in : popularizing .and . enforcing stan-

i dards : and . principles ; which - are-; di-

Tected - against every. important kind

~of .exploitation except:that—or, those

—through which-their own clags prof-

.its. For if-the . stealing:of ‘ethers

from - producers is - efféctively ;. pre-
vented, . their . own - explo;twe ga,ms
- will. also be ROYE:. senure. .
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