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Impovmshmg Our Friend, The Farmer

By HARRY GUNNISON BROWN

o The Néw Deal has: carried furthér
" than 11: hds evel Béen earried before
in this country, the prificiple of tak-
ing ffoin ohe ¢lass to give to an-
" othier -and - then tdking from the

- second elass to give. to the first. One

of- the mterestmg examples is the
“effort to- behefit farmers at thé ex-
‘Pense of wage earhers; through mak-
i;n'g farm pfOQiicts_ wiore scaree and

' expengive; ‘accompanied by the ef-

» fort 1o raise Wages‘forcibl"y through
. the Wage-hbur la*w

" ers have: iy Votes; They afe. pretty
Cwell organizeﬂ “They have an effee-
‘tive lobby.: And 56"t was to be ex-

e <] éted that farfm labes would he—

"'j.‘as it 1s—spec1fically exempted froin
'__the wage-hour provisions. A farmer
: can, S0 far as-the new law is ‘con-

: .cerned hiré men for as little as one

‘.cent a day and-work -them  for ds
“long - as - twenty-four ‘hours - -a - day.
This, of course, caniot - actually be

‘done, ‘but legal prohibition is not the

reasan it can’t be. '

However, the reqmrement of forty

. cents an hour in: mmmg, manufa.c-
- - éter (for the present. twenty-
U five cents thihimum rises attomati-
' cally within' 4 “few years. to ‘forty
«cent’s) must ‘téhd, unless offset by
: mﬂatlon or by increased prodictivity
‘of ‘1aboi, ‘to -deciease . employmeént in

e hnES where it is enforeed, There-

by the law will tend to restrict out-
“put and rmsn the prices of the prod-

: ‘m:ts of these industries; to the injury
‘ot the fasrﬂlers who must buy sich
'protlut:ts

But. some of the farmers may e
injufed i &nether way. True, the
high wages required in mahufactur-
ing- and mining, by forcing 'some .
workers out: of these lines and into
agricultire, tay msdke even lower

‘than before the wages at which the

owners of large  plantations and
farms can secure lrured hands for
their work. And especially is this the
case - sinieé - limitation -of -output in
séveral lines of agricultural produc-
tion, under the Agiicultural Adjust-
ment Act, decreases markedly the
opportinities for jobs in these limit-
ed " liies, and so - compels would-be
agiicultiiral workers to bid: against
gach otHer for jobs -evei. more des-
pefatély thar under nofthal circui-

stances. Tn. so faF as more labor is

thus made available, at lower wages,

for the lings of agriculture not being |

restricted in output.such as the pro-
duction of sugar, cabbages, radishes,
cafrots, - peas; beans; onions; -celery,
cucumbers, citrus “fruits and other
fiuits, there tends to be-a clear and
net loss to many siiall fariners. The
vesulting c¢rowding inte these linés of

“ien “who  cahhot get work  in other
. lines, ritist operate in ‘the direstion
| Bf increasing agrieultural products |

of thése kinds and of lowering tiie

p¥ices of stich products, And the re-

duetion of wages which. iust be paid

to agriculturél laboi; is €értainly ho |

advantage to small farmers Who hiie
ho labor but who woirk their firms
alone or with the 'did of theif sons.
The lower prices of the produce they
sell can do nof,hmg for su¢h farmers
except” to ridiice thmi' mcoines.

©Or, will we :avoid this unfortunate
consequence - to small farmers, by
permanently supporting in idlehess
or in relatively wuseless weork, the
(possibly)- milliens eof unemployed
whose jobs we take away from themm
through our wage-hour laws and.our
agrieultural “relief” aets? And who
will do this supportmg"



