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of Independence include “Life,
liberty and property” as natural
rights, Jefferson argued that
property was not an inherent right
but an arrangement made by
society (in Thomist language it is
of the bene esse rather than the
esse of human dignity).

While the teachings of the social
encyclicals have improved since
the days of Leo XIII, they have the
same defect in that *“‘property” is
not defined. When it is defined
correctly, it can be seen that the
right kind of property does derive
from inherent rights. The later
encyclicals (perhaps Jefferson
too!) need the same answer that
Henry George gave to Leo:

“The right of property, originating

in the right of the individual to

himself, is the only full and com-
plete right of property. It attaches
to things produced by labour, but

cannot attach to things created by
God.”

If I were to elaborate on this, I
might as well give you the whole of
George’s argument; so I can only
recommend that you read (or
reread) The Condition of Labour
to get the full beauty of his thesis.

Land hunger -the
threat to Mugabe

AND was the rallying cry for the rebels
who fought the war of independence
again lan Smith’s illegal regime in ithodesia.

But independence following the Lancaster
House settiement has left many black Africans
landless, writes lan Barron.

Robert Mugabe's socialist government
plans to resettle 35,000 families over the next
three years. But that still leaves at least
185,000 families — about Im people — without
the land to which they believe they are
entitled.

Under the peace agreement, white farmers —
they monpolise most of the best land, which
was grabbed from the African tribes during
the early colonial period — are entitled to full

compensation.
At present, the government is being offered
more land than it can buy at market prices.
About £60m is available for the three-year

resettlement programme.
The government is also confronted with an
problem. It favours the communal

they can farm as individuals, the model so far
adopted by 1,200 families.

Impatient squatters have started taking over
farms, and govermment officials fear that
unless the resettiement programme is speeded
up, rural unrest could undermine the stability
of Zimbabwe's first independent government.
® A House of Commons foreign afTairs select
committee has urged that Britain should
increase her contribution to the land resettle-
ment programme, and that European land
held for speculation should be reallocated to
black farmers.
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Pope John Paul 11

‘Exploitation
by landlords’

IN HIS latest encyclical,
Laborem Exercens, Pope John
Paul Il states:

“In certain developing
countries, millions of people
are forced to cultivate the land
belonging to others and are
exploited by the big land-
owners, without any hope of
ever being able to gain posses-
sion of even a small piece of
land of their own.

“There is a lack of forms of
legal protection for the
agricultural workers them-
selves and for their families in
case of old age, sickness or
unemployment. Long days of
hard physical work are paid
miserably.

“Land which could be
cultivated is left abandoned by
the owners. Legal titles to
possession of a small portion
of land that someone has
personally cultivated for years
are disregarded or left
defenceless against the ‘land
hunger’ of more powerful
individuals or groups.

“In many situations radical
and urgent changes are
therefore needed in order to
restore to agriculture — and to
rural people — their just value
as the basis for a healthy
economy, within the social
community’s development as a
whole.”

Although the Pope identifies
a major problem in the global
economy, he fails to identify
the countries to which he
aludes — or to explain why he
exempts the rest; nor does he
specify the mechanisms for a
practical solution, beyond
insisting that private property
should not be regarded as
sacred.

The constitution
of fiscal policy

Monopoly in Money and Inflation,
by Geoffrey Brennan and James M.
Buchanan, Hobart Paper 88,
London: The Institute of Economic
Affairs, £1.50.
VEN THE strongest advocates of free
enterprisc usually concede that the
currency is the business of the state. Partly
this is because the medium of exchange does

promises.

great deal further. The tendency for govern-
ments to maximize their revenue is to be seen
throughout history. It is not confined to
debasement of the y, common though

government should be that it spends no more
than its income. Its proper income is the
revenue from the rent of land. It should not
inflate, for inflation, in addition to its direct

debts. The remoteness of that ideal need not
and should not prevent us from proclaiming it.
Tony Carter
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