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is born, inherits as much of the earth as it needs for a
comfortable, happy life—as much as it needs, and no more.
When a man dies, his need ceases, and he automatically
relinquishes any right to further control.

You say that your problem is an economic problem and
has nothing to do with the land. Is it possible to produce
food or build homes or carry on trade without using land?
Your economic problem, Mr. Barcklay, is, first, last, and
all the time, a land problem. In your greed and selfish-
ness you have robbed each other of the earth and its
resources that God intended for the use of all. In con-
sequence, you wrangle and quarrel among yourselves
and plunder each other and suffer economic disaster.
You refuse to obey the Divine laws that were laid down
for you. That is why your prayers remained unanswered,
as you say. You want the rules changed to save you from
your own mistakes. God’s laws are eternal and cannot
be set aside because of human ignorance and error.

Men are not born with knowledge, but with the capacity
for learning. In what manner all may enjoy the fruits
of the earth as God intended, is not a difficult problem.
In fact, it has already been solved by some of your own
countrymen. But the rest of you will not listen. You
will not even try to understand, but call them theorists
and dreamers, and try by all possible means to get some
little advantage over your fellows. You buy and sell
the God-given earth as if you had made it yourselves.
You will not let one man build a home or plant a garden
unless he pays another for the privilege of using the earth
to which he has as much right as anyone. God has no
favorites among the little babies when they are born on
earth. They all share and share alike in that Divine
inheritance.

(Isaiah rises, and the three clergymen do likewise.)

Isaiah: Mr. Barcklay, and you, Mr. Braswell, and
you, Mr. Downs, go back and tell your congregations that
they may pray and pray and pray, but unless they change
the laws governing their social life, unless they restore the
land to the people, they can expect no relief. Salvation
lies not in prayer, but in action. Go back and tell your
people that God cannot alter His laws to save mankind
from its own mistakes. I am not at liberty to discuss
with you the details of the solution of your problem.
You would not believe me if I did. It is not necessary,
because, as I have said, some of your own countrymen
have already found the answer.

You would have no cause to fear the false doctrines of
Socialists and Communists if you would make a few simple
adjustments in your laws. Make them coincide with
God’s laws, and you will rob no one of his earnings. You
will restore to all, that freedom that is their inherent right,
that equality of opportunity that you promised yourselves
in your own Constitution. Go back and tell your congre-
gations to act like intelligent, tolerant, thinking people,

not like stupid, selfish brutes, and they will soon solve
their problem.

God has seen other civilizations rise and fall, and He
did not lift a finger to stay them in their downward course.
It may be that He will see this one pass into oblivion.
Its fate hangs in the balance. But do not rely upon
prayer to save it. Prayer did not save the other civili-
zations, and it will not save yours. Gentlemen, the
interview is over.

(The three clergymen bow silently and walk with
a crestfallen air toward the exit at the right.
Isaiah turns, and he and the Angel gaze at each
other for a moment in silence.)

Isaiah: (musingly) I wonder! I wonder, after all, if
God, in His infinite wisdom, who must have foreseen all
things, really foresaw such colossal stupidity!
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Land Tax Campaign
In New Jersey

y BY ALFRED N. CHANDLER

HE Sanford bill 160, to permit any municipality by

referendum vote therein, gradually, over a period to
five years, to repeal taxes on improvements and tangible
personal property, by shifting taxes to all taxable land
value, passed the New Jersey State Assembly this year
by a vote of 31 to 23, for the first time since its initial
introduction a number of years ago.

The bill was drafted by the late George L. Record, an
eminent attorney of New Jersey, and ardent Georgeist.
It was presented and advocated by the Progressive League
of New Jersey, organized exclusively for that purpose.

In the Senate: Of eleven votes necessary for passage,
nine senators, including the President and Majority
leader, said they would vote for it; eight others, from whom
the remaining two votes were possible, had not expressed’
their intention when the legislature adjourned. ‘

This advance was brought about solely by persistent
work of the league in educating legislators, editors, and
through the latter the public, and others of influence
throughout the state that this bill would permit reduction_
in taxes on industry, homes and farms, and therefore be.
of inestimable benefit to the entire state.

The bill had substantial support of newspapers in many |
parts of the state, and this support, now that the bill has §
passed one House, can be increased, and the bill enacted,
by continually keeping editors, legislators and business
men informed of it from now until the next session of the
legislature. ‘

Meanwhile, we shall urge its merits, and also a surtax
on unused land, before the two new State Tax Commis-
sions appointed to (1) “study the entire tax structure
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? the state” and (2) ‘“recommend taxes for unemploy-
nent relief.”

- Without this urging, they are almost certain to (and
may nevertheless) recommend a State Income tax, Sales
, and other taxes on production and consumption.

| For the information of those who may wish to under-
e a similar campaign in their respective states, I give
ome details of our procedure and experience in New

The movement had its initiative when the late Charles
)'Connor Hennessy was a member of the State Senate,
ind had a bill introduced in 1915, to exempt improve-

No organized effort was made
o gwe the blll publlclty. and it was not reported out

| That prompted the late Edmund B. Osborne, a promi-
fient Newark manufacturer, to publicly advocate such
egislation. I wrote him suggesting that an organiza-

o0 devote his entire time to it. The letter came to the
iotice of his secretary, Gladwin Bouton, a young man,
rinceton graduate, who believed in the George philosophy.
Bouton said he would be willing to undertake it, and
boldly relinquished his position to do so. With the help

| group, mainly of manufacturers, but including Record
tand myself, to advocate the legislation.

" Ingersoll was elected president, and Bouton, secretary.
Lhere were to be no fixed dues; the expenses to be met
by contributions, though the group pledged monthly
ayments for a certain limited period.

| To make the movement state wide, as it naturally
phould be to get legislative support, Bouton soon found
t was a large undertaking, and I was asked to serve as
tfhairman of a campaign committee.

~ In the autumn of 1916, Osborne became a candidate for
State senator, expounding, among other issues, transfer-
{ping taxes from buildings and personal property to land
ivalue, and was elected, but mainly on the other issues.
| Most unfortunately for the movement, he died one month
|

—_——

ter becoming senator. He was a vigorous campaigner,
ind in the opinion of many, would have later become
overnor.
In 1917, this country entered the European war, and
I September, Bouton was sent over seas. Before leaving,
ihowever, he decided that contributions to the movement
{were difficult to obtain, and insufficient to maintain an
iEffective campaign. Upon his return he took up some-
twhat similar work in New York, but attended meetings
f the league, and gave.some part time service to it. Sad
{[to relate, he has been in a hospital for several years past,
here he will likely remain indefinitely.
il For the purpose of showing that the land tax, with no

tax on improvements is in successful operation in many
places, and to thereby stimulate support, the league wrote
in 1919 to many manufacturers and city clerks in a
number of cities and towns in Australia, New Zealand,
and western Canada, where that system is in operation
asking for information as to the effect of it in their respective
municipalities, and whether ‘it had come to stay?”’ The
names “were obtained from directories in the Newark
Library.

The replies were all highly encouraging, and excerpts,
when printed in six-point type, covered four letter-sheet
pages. These letters were helpful to a considerable extent
with some, while not with some others.

Encouraged by these replies, we then had a resolution
introduced at an annual convention of the New Jersey
B. and L. Association, calling upon their secretary, who
favored it, to write city officials in Australia and New
Zealand, asking the effect of the system in those countries,
that they might have first-hand information.

During the discussion, the remark that it would do no
harm to know about it, brought the rejoinder from a back
seat: ‘“‘We don't want to know.”” The resolution failed.
I cite this merely as an example of what we have found
to be the attitude of many persons—they don't want to
know. Since then, however, we have had real support
from some B. and L. officials.

Two distinctly different activities were, and are, neces-
sary: one, to have a bill introduced in the legislature
and publicized for educational purposes, and enacted if
possible, and the other, to collect the necessary funds to
prosecute the campaign.

Such campaigns mean expense for printing, multi-
graphing, mimeographing, typing, postage, traveling,
considerable phoning, envelopes, and addressing them in
large quantities, and other expenses. Also, if broad
enough, to maintain some office space and mail address
in a business location. The office space, with typist and
phone, was maintained until the war. Since then the
mail address has been at the office of some supporter, or
an accommodation at a printing and multigraph estab-
lishment which we patronize.

To provide these essential expenses, some known Single
Taxers in New Jersey, but none elsewhere, were invited
to contribute, but relatively few have ever done so. It,
therefore, was necessary to solicit funds of those who could
be most readily shown would directly benefit from such
legislation.

On the theory that the pocket nerve is the most sensi-
tive, the legislation was urged upon business people as a
business proposition, as one that would reduce their taxes
and increase employment and buying-power. It soon
became clear that merchants had no vision for fundamental
legislation to benefit their business, especially if it meant
any pecuniary help from them. Thenceforth, we con-
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fined solicitation to manufacturers having plants in New
Jersey. Very few of them knew anything of Henry George
or his philosophy.

A directory of all industries in New Jersey published
every few years gives the name, location and number of
employees of each. But, except in the last edition, four
years ago, the names of the executive officials, which it
was imperative to learn, were not given, and we were
obliged to seek them in the city directories of different
cities and towns. Fortunately, every city directory
published in the United States is in the Business Branch
of the Newark Public Library.

When the executives of a New Jersey industry are
outside the state, it is necessary to refer to the directory
of the city where they are located. It would have been
very difficult, and added to the expense, to learn all these
names without this facility. Many executives have their
offices in New York City, which meant foot-work in
getting the individual names. Changes in officials entail
frequent checking up on names.

At one time we had 6,000 names on addressograph
plates. These included names of members of the legis-
lature, some influential leaders, manufacturers execu-
tives, all New Jersey newspapers, Chamber of Commerce
secretaries, all tax assessors and officials and all Grange
officials in the state, to whom we have frequently written,
and mailed literature.

But such plates are inadvisable because of many changes,
and besides, it is readily apparent to many persons that
it is circular matter, and is not read, especially so in recent
years when business men have become overwhelmed with
mail, including numerous questionnaires from Wash-
ington. They now give scant attention to any communica-
tion not directly relating to their business, if even it passes
their secretary. Individual addressing is preferable, but
the opening paragraph must be sufficiently appealing to
get past the secretary. Phone calls for appointment are
far more effective.

Assessed value of land, improvements and personal
property in each municipality are given separately in the
New Jersey annual Tax Report, which has been helpful
in making individual exhibits, after learning the assessed
values on each.

Our activities have also included speaking at meetings
of different organizations (labor unions readily pass resolu-
tions favoring the legislation), stereopticon lectures,
some radio broadcasting, and nailing on fence posts along
the highways 1,200 yellow embossed metal signs, 14 by
16 inches, some in every county, also having erected some
large wooden signs. Often sending letters to editors,
signed by some supporter in different parts of the state;
addressing the envelopes, sealing and stamping, and then
expressing the package to the signer to be mailed These
are sent to from 100 to 300 editors (not two in the same
city); also mailing ‘‘statements” by the league. Both

these on some current subject. They are numerously
printed.

Legislation exacting a tax on roadside signs, togethe
with a rising objection to all such signs, discontinue
their use, though some of the metal signs existed for i
number of vears, sticking out before passing motorist
like the proverbial sore thumb. The signs proclaimet
to an untold great number of people, in and outside th
state, the merits of a site tax.

We have always presented our message in a friendl]
attitude, refrained from argument, or controverting an]
‘‘pet’’ tax a person might favor, and confining our pre
sentation to the advantages of the legislation we advo
cate,

Some persons see the advantages of this legislation
and help get it. Many others do not, for one reason o
another, including: (1) belief that the legislation canno
be obtained; (2) that, if had, the promised benefits woul(
not result; (3) hold valuable unused land; (4) regardles
of how explained, and shown by actual assessed figure
on their own properties, they still cannot comprehent
how shifting taxes from buildings and machinery to lan
value would make any difference in their tax bills; (§
cynical about public officials rightfully administering th
law; (6) numerous other illogical reasons; (7) probabl
fear that if they assent to its merits they will be e\pecte
to contribute, preferring to joy ride at the expense ¢
others; (8) do not want to know, and say ‘‘not interested.|
(9) Plain stupid about anything outside their business. |

Year after year we have had some member of th
Assembly introduce the 'bill, in the earlier years merel
as a personal favor, to create a reason for publicity {|
educate the public. Membership of the Assenibly is ¢
changeable it was generally introduced each year by
different member. Meanwhile, Record and James (
Blauvelt, as candidates in different years for nominatic
for Governor or U. S. Senator, advocated higher ta.\L

on land to exempt improvements. {

Not until 1924, when Andrew G. Osborne, a son of tl
late senator of that name, was a member of the Assemb’
for one year, and introduced the bill, had it reported o
of committee, but a poll by him of members showed s
votes lacking of a majority, and he did not bring it to
vote.

Eleven years later, in 1935, it was first voted on, ;
to 35; in 1936, 19 to 35; some who would have voted f
it being absent, and this year, as stated, passed the
sembly 31 to 23. Some voted for it because it was
missive by local referendum. Because of the announ
ment that no tax legislation would be considered at t
1937 session, it was not introduced that year. \

After Bouton ceased to be active, the financing co
tinued to be my function, in addition to publicity. 'I;
work continued only by disregard of frequent dlSCOl
agement f




I. In 1928, .. R. Bonta joined the league as secretary
iwithout salary), succeeding J. W. Stegner; John H.
\rllen having previously succeeded Ingersoll. Allen and
Lgersoll have given help and encouragement. Bonta
2as done valuable work in gaining support of legislators
ind others of influence. Except for him the bill would
ot have made the advance it has.

Many of the leading daily and weekly papers gave the
ill liberal space; some giving editorial endorsements
hat it should be enacted.

" This support has been had only by going after it all over
le state, calling on editors and publishers, and advocating
r purposes. Becoming better acquainted, and friendly,
rough repeated calls, submitting articles, often of column
ngth (though shorter articles, when possible, are prefer-
able). These articles have been almost always ‘‘run,”
ind often with double column heads. The personal
ort, and wear and tear on automobiles, in keeping up
1ese acquaintances and friendships,. have been well
orth while by the support received.

The number of votes a bill receives depends largely
pon becoming acquainted, and to‘a certain degree,
riendly with the members of the legislature, and contact-
ng them as often as possible or politic. We had so much
o do, and so few to do it, that we have been unavoidably
deficient in that respect.

As to the expenditures: For the first six years they
averaged $1,361 per annum, but in the depression year of
921 following, they were perforce reduced to $470. From
at year they steadily increased, with increased activity,
ffo $4,275 in 1930, averaging $2,912 per annum for that
eriod. Then because the continuing depression caused
50 many to close their check books on contributions of
Ill kinds, contributions became fewer and smaller, averag-
ling $1,200 annually for the four years preceding the vote
bn the bill. In the three years during which the bill has
{annually come to a vote, the contributions and expenses
averaged $560 per annum. As contributions decreased,
e percentage of cost of collection naturally increased.
INo indebtedness was ever incurred beyond current monthly
1bills.

I Had it been possible to have had the entire income
ithin a period of three or four years, instead of being

ave passed both houses within those few years.

Some Georgeists seem to discredit efforts to obtain
gislation until after people have been educated on, and
nderstand the subject. Just how to know when enough
ave been educated on it is not stated. They do not
gem to realize that working for legislation necessarily
imeans the spreading of such education. Not merely

ewspaper publicity, which is an important part of it.
Most of the knowledge the general public has on any
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subject claiming public attention, has not come from
reading volumes, but from what they read in newspapers.
The writer was a convinced Georgeist long before he read
any book on the subject. It came from reading in the
papers what George had said in speeches, that the rent
of land is created by all the people, and should be col-
lected for the public treasury to pay public expenses, and
that along with the palace comes the almshouse. Of
course there was much more, but when one gets that,
and the remedy, they get the fundamental principles that
will start one thinking.

This is what we have been giving the public in New
Jersey through the courtesy of the newspapers, and it
would not have been given had there not been a bill in the
legislature to hook it on. Because of this, it is quite
probable that the people of New Jersey are better informed
on land value taxation than those of any other state.

But the more persons that take the fundamental courses
of the Henry George School, the sooner land value taxa-
tion will be adopted, and sooner still if many of them will
take their knowledge into politics, and to the legislatures,
where it must be taken before it can be adopted.

Only because the Sanford bill passed the Assembly,
and was on the verge of passing the Senate, that I am
disposed to continue to urge it; for the longer I deal with
the method of shifting taxes, the less I like it. It has
the appearance of apology; of a bribe; of offering a ransom
for the return of that which naturally belongs to one.
To make terms, the government would say, “I will exempt
your building from taxation, if you will allow me to collect
my ground rents.”’

After it is enacted, then will come the task of educating
the electorate in municipal elections to vote to adopt it.
Short of it being made a plank in the platform of candi-
dates for election for mayor, or city council, I can foresee
that it will mean a prolonged effort; particularly in centers
of beneficiaries of large unearned increment. And after
it is adopted locally, repeal of the law will likely be agitated
for several years thereafter, during which uncertainty,
builders will defer taking advantage of it.

From my experience in this prolonged campaign, during
more than twenty years past, in daily contact with people.
I am convinced that the entire movement has been de-
layed everywhere by stressing reducing taxes on a build-
ing by increasing the tax on land wvalues. One reason
for this seems to be that, generally speaking, the human
mind is so incapable of grasping two ideas at the same
time, and becomes confused.

We all recognize that land value taxation can, and should,
be had only by gradual steps. It has been all along con-
sidered that the shifting method is the proper approach
to thatend.

I believe in the gradual approach, but I now believe
that the shifting method is not the best; that the most
logical initial step in the gradual approach will be to vigor-
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ously urge a surtax on unused land, at a low rate to begin
with, the rate to be increased as rapidly as public opinion
can be formulated to sanction it. When the full rental
value of unused land is collected, the next step in the
gradual approach, the public meanwhile becoming better
educated on it, will be to gradually reach the point of
collecting the rental value of all land.

The Pittsburgh tax plan, which has been so widely
proclaimed, is, in the last analysis, purely a surtax on all
land, at the rate of 1.03 per cent per annum. If one
community approves a surtax on both used and unused
land, is it not logical that another could be persuaded
" to levy a surtax merely on unused land, when the proceeds
in both cases go to reducing the general tax levy?

To prevent locating a shack on a valuable site, and
calling it “‘improved’’ to avoid the tax, the difference be-
tween the assessed value of the land and the assessed value
of the building, to be taxable as inadequately used land.

There is no great love for the man who is holding land
out of use on speculation. Naturally, he will object to,
and even fight against an increased tax on his land. But
his opposing force will be augmented by hosts of holders
of some improved land, including insurance and trust
companies, and banks, who will oppose the shifting method
because they hold mortgages on high priced land, more
valuable than the improvement.

A tax on unused land, void of involvement with any
reference to exemptions, which has caused so much con-
fusion, is a clean cut proposal, which any scheol boy can
readily understand.

Make it clear to the people that this land rent belongs
proportionally to each one; that from the beginning it
has been denied them; that neglect to collect it for public
purposes 1s what is causing heavy taxation on all com-
modities they must buy, and further, it is the cause of
land, the source of all employment, being held out of use
on speculation, with resulting unemployment, poverty
and crime.

It can be perceived that when the iniquity of holding
land—the source of all employment—out of use is properly
presented, thousands of people can be convinced of the
unrighteousness of it, and demand a surtax on unused
land to every hundred who will, in their natural and
artificially created confusion, assent to an increased tax
on land on which a home is located, even though the building
be exempted.

Knowing Henry George as I did, I believe that if he
were speaking and writing today he would advocate land
value taxation purely as a social welfare measure, and give
but little heed to specifically exempting buildings; the
resulting revenue to provide the vast amount of revenue
which is now needed annually, and which otherwise must
be raised by more taxes, and will be for many years to
come.

Presently, some time, there will arise a clamor to reduce

the public debt. Where is there a better source than lai
value from which to get the funds to do it? Shiftin
taxes from buildings to land value does not provide adde
revenue.

Charles H. Ingersoll’s
Broadcast

Tir For TAT, Savs IsaspL PATERsoN ToO SECRETARY HurL o
His CoxnriscaTion CHARGE AGAINST CARDENAS. ““Your governme
took many more hundred millions when it devalued the dollar!
Yes, and she could go back much further than the New Deal—I thin!
cven for that trick of evaluation—but perhaps not made quite s
1ough on the “money changers”. But the columnist will have
trouble—if she only caies to—to find plenty of big precedents of co
fiscation in the fifty years uninterrupted GOP record of subsidy
protection and consumer taxation, that built our monopolies of al
kinds so high, wide and handsome!

THE PENNsyLvanNia Miners Uniox Bounces Back BETWEE|
LEwI1S AND GREEN, EARL AND GUFFEY, and is used as the pawn by tlj
most obvious of all monopolies—coal lands—to help collect its roya|
ties. And it does nothing to help those bootleggers who are the onl
ones doing anything rcal in the monopoly fight. They are takir:.‘
direct action in going to their mother earth and taking the subsist‘
ence that nature guarantees them. But they are herrifying all t};‘

reputable politicians, financiers and labor exploiters. :

l
DepPorTING COMMUNIST LABOR LEADER, HARRY BRIDGES, Bnmo'

MME. SECRETARY PERKINS INTO CONFLICT with un-American activi
committce man, Dies, who wants to shoot Harry back to Australi‘g
where he thinks be belongs. And 'Miss Perkins is always in the ga
trying to stop any rodeo that interferes with the labor rodeo. He
last exhibition of New Deal influence was when she said, “it was nt
yet decided whether sitting down in factories was lcgal!” I hate th
idea of deportation but wish I might defend some labor leaders the
understood the scientific and sensible way to get all of labor's rights.

A City EMPLOYEE Saving §192,000 InTo A TiN BoxX oxN A $2,40
salary harmonizes more with the good old 20’s than now—especiail
as Mr. Lange was in the real estate division of *“doing people good.
With all we sce everywhere of what government does for and to u
is it not strange that we are always willing to go further into 1
control? And the most astonishing thing is the wholesale New De
Braintrust Collectivist dash toward 100 per cent government. Th'
is only one answer—the determination of people for freedom fro:
monopoly—in the natural way if possible—but eny way—freedom! [

|
L

Is THErRE StTiLL SoME THINRING To Do 1N THE GEORGEIA
MovEMENT? As perhaps thc most direct answer, I might sugge
a list of thirty questions clsewhere asked. Or I might cite the case
the most voluminous writer the movemcnt has ever evolved; teachir
that {a) rent (saying therc is but one kind, so this must be “econom:
rent to him”) is added to price; (b) that there are “no adjectives;
rent”’; (c) that rent makes jobs hard to get and wages low. Or tk
HGSSS issuing an elaborate chart headed “The Law of Rent,”’ showir
that rent isa deduction from wages without referring to either mono
aly rent or taxation; both of which—and according to Henry George-
are necessary to the process of reducing wagcs (i. e., it is not the “rent
but monopoly and taxes that rcduce wages). Henry George wro
magnificiently and voluminously; his capacity for detail was Iimit]e‘}l
He evolved not only new philosophy but new economics, new scien
—a new formula of economics. He died a young man according
Dr. Tilden's statement of normal expectancy; he died with his bo;:l

i'
|

I



