570

such times rentals must inevitably fall. New
buildings are not erected in such numbers during
such a period. As soon as the population is suffi-
cient to absorb the supply and rentals again ad-
vance, there is an inducement again to erect build-
ings, and the equilibrium is preserved. However,
a tax on the buildings always tends to be shifted
to the tenant; but a tax on land is not only never
shifted to the tenant, but the pressure upon land-
owners to utilize their land tends to keep down the
rental value of land by enlarging the market sup-
p]y"’

“What,” I asked, “is the effect of your method
of taxation upon the development of suburbs?
Also does the development of suburbs reduce the
city values ?”

“The development of new means of transporta-
tion,” said Mr. .Purdy, “undoubtedly checks the
inerement in the value of residence land in the
heart of the city. Our population, however, in-
creases so rapidly that I don’t think the land has
actually decreased in value because of suburban
competition at any time.

“We are at present witnessing a tremendous in-
crease in the value of suburban land on account
of new means of transportation between the bor-
ough of Manhattan and the borough of Qucen’s.
These two boroughs are separated by the Rast
River. One tunnel has been completed, and is in
operation. Three other tunnels will soon be in op-
eration. A number of new bridges are necaring
completion. Land has risen from a few hundred
dollars an acre to as many thousands in the last
five years.”

+* + *

BACK TO THE PEOPLE.
Editorial in the Cincinnati Post,

""We Have scen the hand of Harriman seize the
highways of the nation. Over the wine cups at
Washington we have heard him nominate the
Governors of his provinces.- We have recalled
the metaphor of President Garfield picturing the
States as ‘“discrowned sovereigns following in
chains the triumphal chariot of their conquerors,”
the railways. We have witnessed this centraliza-
tion of wealth and political power until many
have begun to despair of popular government:

But, behold, the people that walked in dark-
ness have scen a great light. Out of Oregon came
a sign. A mighty hope has been born. A new
and magic watchword has been sounded. “Back
to the people”—that is the blazing banner round
which gathers to-day a victorious host.
- The demand for the initiative and referendum
is, in the opinion of many, the most portentous
movement in American politics.

The bosses have seemed hardly to notice it, and
the corporations have only recently taken alarm.
But it is too late. As stealthily as the tide, this
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great undercurrent of democracy has surrounded
them, has cut them off.

Like a thief in the night a revolutionary prin-
ciple has stolen into the Constitutions of five of
our States. It is knocking now at the doors of
twenty State legislatures. It is in full opera-
tion in half a hundred cities. The Supreme
Courts of five of the States have howed to it.
And while the corporations are now asking the
Supreme Court of the United States to outlaw it,
their case seems hopeless.

The movement is irresistible. Government by
private monopolies has run its course. The hour”
has struck. The people are rising.

Consider the history we have been making.

South Dakota, through the initiative and ref-
crendum, established popular sovereignty in 1898.
This Fall the people take a direct vote on their
divorce laws.

The right to make or unmake laws by a direct
vote at the polls was won by the people of Oregon
in 1902. Since then they have voted on 32 meas-
ures. Seventy-four per cent of the electors, on
the average, have participated in these 32 votes.

‘After an inexpensive educational campaign of
a few months the people have passed, by over-
whelming majorities, laws that it would have
taken twenty years to get through their lobby-
ridden legislatures.

The people of Nevada acquired the right of
referendum voting in 1905. This year the leg-
islature passed a bill to create an army of mercen-
aries for the benefit of the mine owners. But ten
per cent of the mineworkers can hold it up. Be-
tween them and the legislature the people will
decide.

The right of direct legislation was incorporated
in the Constitution of Montana in 1906. This
year the people are going after three laws, a direct
primary for United States Senators, an auti-
injunction law and an employers’ liability act.

Oklahoma started out with the initiative and
referendum last ycar. This Fall a referendum
vote is to be taken on the question as to whether
the three million acres of school lands shall be
seized by the speculators or be saved for the chil-
dren of the commonwealth.

This is the roll call of the free States. And
the number is steadily growing. Republican
Maine ‘and Democratic Missouri pass upon an
initiative and referendum amendment this Fall.
North Dakota is in the heat of a referendum cam-
paign. Organized labor in Ohio will demand a
referendum pledge of every candidate for the
State Legislature.

This is the line of march in America. The
people everywhere are going to make and unmake
their own laws when they are not satisfied with
the work of their representatives.
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The amazing advance of this idea in a single
decade, recalls the words of Mazzini’s prophecy:

And there is that on earth which no tyranny can
long suppress—the people—the power and future of
the people. Their destiny will be accomplished, and
the day will surely come when the people—Samson
of humanity—will raise their eyes to heaven, and
with one blow of the arm by which thrones are shat-
tered, burst every bond, break every chain, over-
throw every barrier, and arise in freedom, masters
of themselves.
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THE SELF-GOVERNMENT DESIRED
BY THE PEOPLE OF INDIA.

From The Indian Appeal for February, 1908.*

Our readers abroad may naturally desire to know
the true meaning of the word “Swaraj,” which has
created great consternation among people who in-
tend permanent British rule in India administered
by ofticials almost all of whom are arbitrary and
alien. “Swa” means self or own, “Raj” means
rule or kingdom. So Swaraj means a kingdom
governed by the people themselves, such as United
States of America, France and Liberia. It also
means self-government prevailing in the British
colonies such as Canada and Australia. There are
countries which, like Russia, are governed by
autocrats ; like Germany, are governed by absolute
monarchs, partially controlled by Parliament; lke
Italy, which are governed by sovereigns who rule
the country by the help of Parliament; like Eng-
land, which are governed by the higher classes of
its people, elected by the people themselves, with a
king of nominal powers. There cannot be the least
doubt that the representative governments like that
of the United States are the best governments that
a nation may desire to have, and it is admitted by
all that the present enviable position of the United
States is entirely due to the formation of its gov-
ernment. Naturally the Indians may desire that

some gort of self-government should be introduced -

in India, in licu of a government conducted by
officials composed mainly of the Indian Civil serv-
ants who are alien and have no sympathy for its
people. It is true that we had absolute monarchs
like that of Russians, but our kings lived in the
country and spent the money here which they col-
lected from the people. Englishmen look upon
India as a field of money, and after harvesting for
some vears they go back {o their own country, and
they spend the same to their own country so taken
away from the famine stricken people of India in
the plea of administering justice and of subsiding
chaos and confusion amongst them. But the most
*The Indian Appeal is edited by Hira Lal Kumar, bar-
rister-at-Law; and s published from 8 Old Post Office
street, Calcutta. We give this editorial article on “The
Self-Government,’”” exactly as printed fn The Indlan Ap-
peal, believing that the somewhat quaint form only adds
strength to the pathetic cry of a dominated people press-
ing forward in the world-wide movement toward popular
self-government,—Editors of The Public..
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beautiful part of their conduct is that men like
Mr. John Morley, liberal of Liberals, say that the
English people are here, not for their own benefit

and gain but for the benefit and good of the people

of 1ndia. India is the poorest country in the
world. The average income of each person is not
even two-pence per day, yet it pays its Anglo-In-
dian servants on a far more liberal scale than what
is paid by the richest countries in the world.
Viceroy gets Rs. 250,000 a year exclusive of other
allowances; Lieutenant Governor, Rs. 100,000,
and about Rs. 25,000 allowances. Chief Justice,
Rs. 72,000, and other Judges of High Court about
Rs. 50,000 a year. Each member of the Board of
Revenue gets Rs. 4,000 a month ; a District Magis-
trate and a District Judge gets 2,000 to 2,500 each
per month. This money comes from the people
who do not even get sometimes one meal a day.
While the hungry children snatch away their
mother’s share of food under the pinch of hunger
and leave her starved to die, our kind-hearted
Anglo-Indian governors enjoy in the southern
quarter of the town almost deaf to the piteous
cries of the famine stricken people. Can any per-
son with a grain of common sense and conscience
in him say that any other nation than the Indians
can tolerate such conduct on the part of their
rulers? Mr. Morley says that he cannot climb up
to the clouds and bring down rains, and we do not
desire that he should in a fit of generosity take
such a desperate attempt in his old age to save the
hungry millions under his charge. But thousands
of other means are open to him; did he try to
avail himself of any of these? Could he not ask
the Lord Mayor to invite charity at the Mansion
house? Could he not ask the State Servants in
India to give their three months’ pay to these
starving people? It is very difficult for an' Indian
gentleman who has a feeling for his countrvmen
to pass a single day in a village. The spectacles
are horrible. Never in the annals of the world
was such a spectacle even seen. India is subject to
England, and a most expensive army is maintained
at her cost to perpetuate this subjection. England,
Christian as she is, starves India’s capable chil-
dren, of whom it has plenty, and imports men
from distant countries ignorant of everything re-
lating to India to take charge of most lucrative
public offices. In short, English people are our
shoemakers, our weavers, our ironmongers, our en-
gineers, our builders, our railway engine drivers
and guards, our doctors, - our magistrates and
judges, our soldiers, our governors, every occupa-
tion of gain is taken up by them, nay, by the
Grace of God, one of them is our graceful King-
Emperor. Under such circumstances can we not
advocate a sort of self-government which we in
our own language called “Swaraj” ? ’
S T ) ,

Don't offer charity to those to whom you refuse

justice.—The Silent Partner, of Cleveland. . -
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