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A Word
With You

By RopErT Crancy

There s 2o end in sight to ooz
Present  poonomic  muddle—even
with an clection year rolliag around,
All diat we an gather from me
thoritative sonrces is that there will
pe aopther price-soaring, new wage-
demnnds,  moge belt-tightening,
thinner  distribution of our thin
production. A slarving  workd
stretches ont it lelpless hands to
Americn—a world where produc-
lion seemss to bave almost titeriy
cotfapued.

Dlame for all this is the one
thing that is freely disiribuzed,
Labor is too “selfish™ in demanding
bigher wages. Farmers and produ-
cers are “holding back” Manage-
meat is absorbing too much in
“profits.” And the mnswers age
buded back. Laboress and farmers
e only secking a decent living
witge. Producers and management
e only seeking ¢ fair retusn for
their investment. (And of courss
landowmers and rent collectors oy
ly inelude themsclves among those
who are seeking only & fair invest.
tment return, )

Lt us feecly admit jt. Al sides—
producers and aon-producers alike
—~ate obeving & primary law of k.
man mature, and are seekipg (o sat.
isty their wants with the least effort,
But must it always tnke the form of
# tug-of-war? Is ihers no hepe of
achieving a freely cumpeting, Tieely
cooperating society, producing only
to tako cate of its peeds?

All are agreed that our cuscear
troubles hinge on the preduction
aud distribution of wealth, Lot ns
remember that this is piecisely the
field of eccnomic scicnce, After two
centuries of the cultivation of this
science,  have no  lessops  beer
learned. Or have we become like
the schoolboy who beasted that he
had forgotten how to do simple ad-
dition and subteaction because he
bad learned it in the fiest grade and
fow he was in an advanced grade?

The lesson ean never be repeated
ton often becavse it i Forgotten so
often. All wealth is produced by
faber from land. If laibar does not
receive the  teturn {whether a5
WAges or price) to which it is ac.
custonied, or to which it considors
itself entitled, it will tease produe-
ing—until it must perforce resume,
in oader to live, Difficulty of access
to productive land—tbecause of high
rents or land pricos—is a bagricr to
productiveness and fessens the re.
turn to lubor,
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Sadly lacking imong the documents on exhibit in The Freedom
Traln, now journeying through America, s a copy of Henry George's
“The Central Truth," In it, perhaps the most movi g chapter pf ngre.r.f
amd Poeerty, he wiote: "W honoy Liberty in name and form, We st up
her statues and sound her praisss. But we have not fully trusted her, And
with ove growth so Brow her demands. She wili have oo half service.”

The Secrclary of Stte Zeplotes and denounces the methads used
to teach history in American schools, describing them as routine, dul
and inidequate, We quite agree with Mr. Marshalf, byt tespectfully urpe
him to include in his attack the unbecessarily dismal “science” our col-
legiare pundits ualaughingly call “econvmics ™

Ameng the fems troubling the UN Adwministraiive apd Bud,
Commitee was whether a redaced aliowance of 232,000 for “haspitality™
cocktails should be - We recommend approval, gentlemen—the
“United” Nations could da with a hit mage tooviviality.

At the behest of Citizens ¥ood Chairman Luckman, the United
Statvs Brewers Foundation anngunces that the use of comn in beer making
will be cut by 25 per cont. Now if Hollywood movie-mukers will cut the
use of “corn™ in l!;ss by aboer 100 per cent, we witl al} have something
to cheer about,

Incidentatly, with the curtailment of the ase of grain in beer-making,
beewers anoounce that they have « substitute seady:—tapinca! Docs siy-
body koow & farmuls for 3 tasty ersatz pretzel?

Scothed’s beautifal highlaod hilis have become so bareen, that
resalting poverty bas l2d to an alirming mte of emigrarion, But the
canny Scots, with clear purpose and doughty eneegy, are ushing 2 ptos
gram of intensive reforestalion and low. st clectrifieation. {That will
raise the margin of procuction, sse? Asd that's where wages are bom!)

paddock
Jamaica Track, That's
oF went on strike for more oats or some-
the wice.

Much excitement was ocrasioned recently by 4 strike of
cmployees that halted the running 3t New York's
nothing: the last horse we bet
thing=—right tn the middle of

SRR

The demolition of the farngs Schwah Maasion oa Riverside Drive
nits thus fae mysteriously failesl ta disclose ils coenerstone, where his.
foric soavenies are hopefully sought. We hepe they find themayhe it
will contain one of those nnciers doilars that was worth 100 cents.

—

"The cid system of internations| free trade in monzy has becoue
unworkable,” states the Londan Chamber of Cemmerce, uzging a new
spslem wherehy an exporting nation would aequire credits, clearable enly
by its imports, <o that “a selling country aast be 2 willing buyer or, in
the long run, be Kiving away its exports.” It ssems the seeds planted fong
g0 by Henry Grorge are gt fast beaging fruit.

——

To help conserve wheat, members of bokers' associations have
Agreed, among othe concessions, to bake cakes heteafter in two layers
instend of three, Riddle:e YL weighs less, a pound of two-liyer
cake or w pound of three-layer cake?

o ———

A "land coform™ program in Communise China decrees the expro-
printion for “rediseribulion™ of a! private lancholdings, including (1)
“landlonls' animals, agricultural jplements, houses, grain, and other
properties of tich peasants.” The government blandly resetves to ilself
ammwnition, money, valuables, Forests, hydriulic engineering works,
mines, wastelands, Jakes, famous sftes, bistonie spots, libraries, works of
acty “amed so forth"—rot to wention whatever else is “left over,”

Judiciously adding no comment, Newsweek magazine quores 4 brief
excerpt from The Lougon Daily Express, as an extmple of bureaucracy in
azsion. Here it is: “If only the motorists would state their claims on the
RMSt form-and nething 1oore—mwe could save time and teouble in
turting them down."

Among Dur
Contributors

Jorn 5. Copman of Boston is
chainman of the board of sovernnrs
of the Henry George Schoot in rhat
city, also dicector of the Free Mar.
ket Tnstimte, and trexsurer and di.
yector of the Fabrecka Prodocts
Co. He is the asthor of “Usnem
plopment and Our Beveme Probe
fem" "The Three HBasic Rights”
“Why Not Try Liberty” and other
works—alse co-suthor with Frag.
cis G. Goodale of “A Tax Redue-
Hon Plan for Metropolitac Bosson”
which was awarded honorable meps.
tion and & prize in "The Boston
Contest” of 1944 conducted by the
Boston. University,

I Rupzar Mason of San Fao-
gisco who is one of our mast alert
and roving Georgists has vecently
made appeasances st the Decentral.
ist eonference in Tows and at the
Chicago  Hensy George  School.
Witls respect to the court citations

appended to hiy acticle, which we
suggested  omitling  becanse  we
thou would take the

trouble to look them up angway, he
satd, “please dow't, 1 am trying to
help Georgists understand what the
Courts write.” Tn clasin , he addad,
“Na one can 1l me eorgism i
dying.”

Henwy LT Tioeman, dean of
Gaiuu,iw's Heaey George School, has
a wide rteputation for haspitality,
Hiv door on Bradley Avenne i
alwiys open ko Georgisty cut adrift
in the Lakes region, and to this
door people of 4ll mationalitios find
their way forever after remetnber
i the cordial ease and [riendlingss
of their reception. After Me. Tide
mau's recent visit by New Youk,
Dean Della Valpe temarked that no
one else had given them so much
help on the manval, Onp shott seg.
sion and the skilied Chieago Dean
won i coterie of eager listonets, His
explanation at the Chicaga Confer.
ence repacding common proparty iy
still a classic and i i0g quoled
even by peasle who wery not pres.
cat.

Whatever ¢lse iy wrotg with eco
nomic socicty today, this testainly fs
wrong. Tt is it the very basis of the
production pictare, and so long as
i continues, so losg must the myd-
dle continue,

If only this teuth could be thrust
utder the neses of cur londers! But,
alss, it i under their ooses, Is i
possible that they don't seu it? We
can only assume 5o, and constantly
hammer away ar i,
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