A Ward With You

WHY did Masaniello go mad?
It was in Naples, in the 17th
Century. The people were groaning un-
der the oppression of a foreign ruler,
Count d'Arcos, and his latest injury
was a high tax on fruit, the daily food
of the poor. This provoked a revolt,
Jed by the fisherman Masaniello. So
successful was the rebellion that the
Count had to flee his , and Ma-
saniello found himself in charge.

Through an intermediary, the Count
and Masaniello were brought together
to confer, and the Count agreed to
certain reforms, including the aboli-
tion of the most repressive of the
taxes. He even offered to associate
Masaniello with himself in governing
Naples. But the simple fisherman, like
a true people’s hero, decided to go
back to his trade.

But then Masaniello started behav-
ing irrationally. He treated some of
his own followers cruelly, and spoke
to the le usly. After a
few days of this, the Count had Masa-
niello murdered, and the people were
glad to be rid of their former cham-

pion!
Which brings us to our first ques-
tion: Why did Masaniello go out of

his mind just as he was gaining what
he had fought for? Let us see if we can
reconstruct that moment when he lost
his senses. Here was a capable leader
with a just protest, and the people were
behind him. In fact, the revolt was

spreading and it did indeed seem to
be a propitious time for a change. At
the same moment in land, the peo-
ple were successfully ing against
their ruler whom they rightly or wrong-
ly blamed for their les.

Perhaps if Masaniello had been less
honest he might have seized the op-
portunity to s in the government,

and use that as a new stepping-stone.
But, after having gone as far as he
did, he found himself face to face with
the power to rule. We may imagine
that it was to him a terrifying sight.
“Government” in that age meant only
:ﬁression. It is one thing to protest

revolt, it is another thing to gov-
emn. Masaniello had successfully re-
volted—but what then? Is the only
alternative to being oppressed being
the oppressor? There was nothing in
the experience of his time and place
to show that anything else could be
done. Faced with this intolerable
choice, Masaniello went mad.

In this is a lesson for our day. Nega-
tive protest is not enough. The mischief
inflicted by today’s governments is All-
ing a vacuum, a felt need, that must
somehow be filled. Those who rail

inst this oppression may be right—
ﬁunlcss ﬂ't?;Pcan offer a }:positive pro-
gram, beneficial in its effects, mere pro-
test is useless. A never-ending rounde-
lay of oppressions and protests, new op-
pression and new protests — that way
madness lies.

—Robert Clancy
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