A Word With Uou

WHEN Anglo-Saxon “superiority”
lorded it over the world, I could
heartily wish it to be ploughed under.
Now that it is, something is missing.

It is true that to some extent Amer-
ica has taken over England’s world
role—but it's not quite the same, even
though de Gaulle puts both in the same
kettle. America, which is not strictly
Anglo-Saxon, comes into this inherit-
ance at a time when peoples of all races
and colors are kicking over the traces.
" So Uncle Sam runs hither and thither
patching things up, or making them
worse, as the case may be. ,

England rose to prominence in a
more classical manner—at this perspec-
tive anyway. Their success at conquer-
ing and colonizing with no impressive
resistance only confirmed their view
that they were the chosen people. No
statue erected by any other people
could view the world with such su-
preme self-confidence as a statue of
Queen Victoria. It was all so right —
and so wrong. '

The white Christian—European and
American as well as English—in roam-
ing the world, proved his superiority
to other people with force—murderous
weapons and exploitation. He effec-
tively destroyed whole cultures and un-
dermined the natural trustfulness and
friendliness of the world’s peoples.

Now, at least, we are not so sure this
was such a superior thing to do, and
there is even doubt among us as to

whether the Caucasian is an outstand-
ing specimen. Scholars ate finding that
other cultures which succumbed before
our might and corruption were not so
inferior—indeed, that we could profit-
ably learn from them, particularly in
the area of human and social relations.
The cultivation of Asian philosophies
is very much “in” in the Occident.
Studies of African and South Sea cul-
tures show more wisdom than was at
first suspected. And let us not fail to
note that most of the world’s peoples
accept the earth as the common herit-
age of all.

Anglo-Saxon domination, innocent
of all this, came at a time when the
world was a solid spot which could get
on comfortably provided everybody
would keep in his proper place. This
system had its own charm and one can
even wax nostalgic about it in our time
of disorders.

Nor should the undoubted contribu-
tions of the English be brushed aside,
A goodly part of the world developed
a fair degree of patliamentary democ-
racy under their influence.

Now it is America’s turn. So far we
have only taught the wotld a combina-
tion of Keynesianism and fighting com-
munism with guns. If instead we could
put English democtacy together with
the primitive perception that the eatth
is for all—that would be something to
sing “America the Beautiful” about,

—Robert Claney
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