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of the teachers of economics, and it found a ready welcome
as a text book and as a reference book. We found a few
orders coming in to us from professors of economics, for
fifty, seventy-five or more books at a time. That gave
us an idea. With the start of the 1928 Semester, a letter
was addressed to professors of economics throughout the
country calling attention to our special prices for the book
in quantities and oflering a sample copy. The many letters
on file show that the response was instantaneous and cor-
dial. The letter was repeated (in varying form) each
Semester and the sale of books has increased. Some 1.000
books have been sold this way. Nor was “Significant
Paragraphs’ the only marketable book. The unabridged
“Progress and Poverty" has proven popular also and is
ordered in large quantities by certain universities, and
there is a steady demand for Louis F. Post’s books. ‘' Sig-
nificant Paragraphs’ has come through three editions
of 5,000, 2,500 and 5,000 respectively, and it will not be
long before a fourth edition is announced.

Lest there appear a taint of commercialism in this brief
resume of sales of books, we would like to state that in all
cases postage (which is a considerable item) is prepaid by
the Foundation, and quantities of books are always sold
at a cost below, or equivalent to the actual printing costs.
This does not take into account the cost of the making
of plates, which is not considered when the prices are fixed.
Moreover thousands of copies of books and pamphlets
have been freely given to college libraries, to professors,
and wherever it is felt the need is great and the interest
alive and real.—ANTOINETTE KAUFMANN.

Taxation

ET me quote a statement from the immortal Thomas

Paine: ‘“When it shall be said in any country in the
world, my poor are happy, neither ignorance nor distress
is to be found among them, my jails are empty of prisoners,
my streets of beggars, the aged are not in want, the taxes
are not oppressive, the rational world is my friend because
I am the friend of its happiness, when these things can be
said, then may that country boast of its constitution and
its government." !

I never read these lines without feeling something stir
within me, for these lines are so practical and also so im-
pressive, for it is the truth in statements that stirs and
inspires the normal mind.

It is over one hundred and fifty years since Paine wrote
those words. Would it not be well to inquire, are we today
much nearer the objective set forth in those lines; what
progress have we made?

We have plenty of poor, for the life of the ordinary work-
ing man is the life of a poor man, a week out of work and he
is in debt. The life of the ordinary small store keeper is
the life of the poor man; for financial worries are always
with him. And is it not true that ignorance abounds, do

not a vast majority of our people believe monstrous things
so inconsistent with facts? If they were not dreadfully
ignorant, how could they believe them, and how ignorant
the most of our people are on vital questions of great
importance.

Take the tax question, for instance. How many people
know anything about it? We all growl and we all com-
plain, but how many seriously and intelligently think on
this problem?

The jails are not yet empty; the fact is they are worse
crowded than they ever were in any period of the history
of the United States. We have a larger percentage today
of our people in jail than we have had since Washington
crossed the Delaware.

The aged have not been saved from want and the fear
of want. One dark thought that comes into the minds
of all our people, at least to an overwhelming majority of
them, is what will I do in order to live when I am old, and
in many thousands of cases it is either the charity of rela-
tives or the poor house.

What about the burden of taxes? Are taxes oppressive
or are they not? I would say, most emphatically, they
are oppressive. The total bill of this country, federal,
state and local, is said to be for 1927, over Twelve Billion
Dollars, and with a population of one hundred and twenty
million, that means One Hundred Dollars per capita for
every man, women and child. For a family of five, it means
Five Hundred Dollars a year that people on the average
have to pay in taxes. But someone says, ah, the rich pay
nearly all of that. Do they? Where do they get it and
how do they get it? Is it not by taking it through monop-
olistic power from those who produce wealth, thereby
making anything they pay into the tax fund a collection
of the earnings of laborers and capitalists who enjoy no
privilege and have no monopoly? So finally all the costs
of government, as well as the support of the idle rich,
comes out of industry and results in lowering wages and
diminishing the return to capital.

If Paine could come back and look around, take a jour-
ney up Fifth Avenue and see the magnificence of our splen-
dor, or take a walk down south Fifth Avenue and see the
depths of our poverty and degradation of human life, I
wonder what he would say?

James R. BrowN, in Yonkers Workmann.

Taxation and Prosperity

HE usual comment of those in comfortable condi-

tions, when speaking of the less fortunate class, is
that if the masses were more industrious, frugal and in-
telligent, their lot in life would be vastly improved; would
in fact, be quite equal to their own; that they are the makers
of their own condition.

This attitude on the part of the more fortunate dulls
the cense of responsibility they might otherwise feel did
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they understand better the real cause producing so much
of the poverty to be found everywhere. Also, it is flatter-
ing to the well-to-do to imagine that, in a country like
ours, where all are politically equal and the humblest rise
to high places in government and business, that they forged
ahead of their fellows by sheer force of merit; for all of
which they have only themselves to praise.

A few years ago there died in New York City a Polish
immigrant, who had come to this country penniless and
friendless some forty years before, and through invest-
ments in land on Manhattan Island, amassed a fortune of
many millions. The newspaper all over the country told
the story of his career, and much editorial comment was
devoted to his achievements, and most of the papers—big
and little—said it was all due to his business sagacity and
judgment.

The fact that this Polish immigrant succeeded to such
an extent under handicaps which many would consider
as insurmountable, furnished a theme for the editorial
writers for quite a spell; he was hailed as an example of
what thrift and farsightedness might accomplish for other
immigrant boys, and poor native boys, as well. They
counselled everybody to make investments in land, watch
values grow, and reap fortunes as the Polish immigrant
had done. It all sounded like good advice, even though
it were not.

Had the writers of the articles analyzed the economic
conditions that made for this success, they perhaps would
not have been quite so certain that just anyone—nor very
many—could do the same, and would have hesitated before
stating it as their conclusion that all they had to do was
to do it.

The millions of that great city made his wealth for him.
As they toiled at the business of making a living, and others
come to dwell there, by their presence and industry his
wealth grew and grew, though he did no more to make it
increase than any other one of the millions. But he got
the entire increase. They got nothing. They even paid
more rent because he held his land out of use. Was he a
public benefactor?

Had the men and women of that city bought land and
held it out of use, as the newspaper counseled them to do
in emulation of the Polish immigrant, the city could not
have grown at all. Then how could value have been created?
Questions like this supply their own answers.

We should know how the holding of land out to use
affects adversely those who must use it and all must.
The quantity of things available fixes the price to the user,
and if land be held at a prohibitive price, waiting for a rise,
it is, for the time being at least, as though that much land
had sunk into the ocean. Others who sell gain an advan-
tage in price by the artificial scarcity created by the one
holding his out of use.

If a tax sufficient to compel the bringing of valuable
land into use were imposed this would lower ground prices
and cause the erection of more buildings, thus benefiting

the man who desired to build a home for his own use, as
well as those who build to let to others. There would
be more houses built in either case.

Reduced ground values and exemption of buildings
from taxation increase the number of buildings, thereby
lowering rent; so both the owner and the tenant would be
benefitted—the former by reduction in land prices and
exemption from taxation of the building, whether occupied,
or not; the latter by the increased number of houses avail-
able, for the quantity of things available fixes the price
to the user, whether it be land, houses, diamonds, or
apples.

Every saving effected in the price of land, means just
that much more return to labor for its exertions. And
whenever desirable land, through taxation, is forced into
use—whether in city, town, or country—it means less
resort to disadvantageous locations. Take the country
for instance: If desirable land—that adjacent to cities
and towns—were not held out of use by fictitious, specula-
tive prices, there would be no necessity for rural dwellers
to make their homes in remote sections and compel them
to the cultivation of inferior soil, the combined disad-
vantages preventing them from making a living under even
the best conditions otherwise. They are not there by
choice; they are forced there' by our barbaric taxation
system, which allows the few to reap what all have
sown.

The only way on earth to bring desirable land into use
is to tax it in an amount equal to what users would pay
for its annual use. Then land prices would come down to
actual value; and not until then will communities develop
and be prosperous. A sure foothold—security of possess-
ion—will enable them to dwell in peace and plenty, and
by cooperation, have all the modern conveniences denied
them individually under present conditions.

Take by taxation the value created by the whole people,
and the benefits that would accrue—moral, social, poli-
tical, economic—stagger the imagination in contempla-
tion. No question of charity is involved—only justice.
Charity! charity! we hear so much about it we come to
think it is the only remedy for poverty. But it is not; it
is not. Charity cannot usurp the functions of justice, for
justice is first. It is the chief cornerstone of the temple.
It is the stone the builders rejected.

The Single Tax means Justice in action; it means equality
and freedom for all, oppression of none. It is so simple,
we hesitate to believe it can be so potent. We are baffled
by its very simplicity, but shall we turn away from it for
that reason? Where shall we look?

J. F. CoLBerT (Member of Louisiana Tax Commission)
in the Shreveport Journal.

NSTEAD of subduing poverty and inducing the poor

to go out and inherit the earth, many of us wish to
keep them crowded here, because their poverty is their
inducement to labor for us rich.—JEaN INGELOW,



