
414 Seventeenth Year.
The Public

ers not above inciting anti-American feeling in

Mexico. Let Americans beware of letting their

love of the flag be made a means of deceiving

them into disgracing it. s. D.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CONCERNING OPPOSITION TO THE

HOUSTON PLAN.

Houston, Texas, April 24.

The following copy of a letter which I wrote re

cently to a citizen of Dallas explains the facts re

garding the opposition to the Houston Plan of Tax

ation :

I have your letter enclosing clipping from a newspaper,

which purports to be an interview with Mr. W. T. Hen

derson, Commissioner of Finance and Revenue of Dallas.

I have learned that Mr. Henderson sent to Houston

and got copies of an afternoon newspaper which is an

tagonistic to the administration, and which is publishing

false statements against the Houston Plan of Taxation.

Most of the statements in this afternoon paper are

erroneous.

The article states that the tax rate was raised from

$1.85 to $2.00. This is not true, Houston's tax rate is

$1.85.

The Harris County Property Owners' Association

scoured the woods for several weeks and succeeded by

misrepresentation in getting less than 100 people to sign

their list. But as soon as the association announced

that they were opposed to the Houston Plan of Taxa

tion, about one-half of these signers resigned from the

taxpayers' association and notified the mayor and myself

that they were not in sympathy with them. So there is

left only 20 or 30 landowners who are now opposing the

Houston Plan of Taxation. Over 10,000 people have

signed their assessments for 1914 at an increased value

on their land, and expressed themselves as satisfied with

having their land valued at a fair price and buildings

and other improvements upon land assessed at only

twenty-five per cent on the dollar, while household fur

niture and cash is totally exempted from taxation.

The statement is false that the Somers System Com

pany have placed values upon land in Houston. These

values were placed there by a committee from the prop

erty owners themselves -frith my assistance, and all the

Somers System people did was to make the mathemati

cal calculation of the various other lots in each block.

The statement that a piece of land on one side of the

block is worth only half as much as on the other side Is

true; and it Is true in every large and growing city.

There has been no discrimination in this city; and

ninety-nine per cent of the taxpayers testify to that fact

by signing their assessments without objections.

There are no more vacant dwellings here than there

are in other cities of this size; in fact, there are no up-

to-date dwellings vacant, those that are vacant are old,

and the people are being educated in Houston to de

mand modern houses; and as soon as one is erected, a

tenant usually moves out of an old house Into a new

one.

It is true that Mr. Henderson opposes the Somers Sys

tem and the Houston Plan of Taxation, and I regret to

say that he opposes it through ignorance of its merits.

He has constantly refused to thoroughly investigate it.

If he will give me ten hours of his time, I will under

take to convince him of the error of his conclusions.

J. J. PASTORIZA.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

MINIMIZING OF MORE IMPORTANT

NEWS.

Chicago, April 22.

All the news space in the first seven columns of

the Tribune this morning—April 22—Is given up

to the fall of Vera Cruz and the discussion of its

significance. The Tribune knows what the public

wants, especially the respectable middle and upper

class public, to which The Tribune Is the world's

greatest newspaper.

Away over on page 17 of the same issue is a three-

quarter column article headed, "Colorado Miners

Leave Many Dead." The sub-head reads, "Twenty-

six Known to Have Died in Battle Between Troops

and Strikers."

The Tribune Is not to blame. It is largely our

own creation. But what have we respectable Chi-

cagoans, Americans, to say for ourselves? The first

seven pages given over to the fall of Vera Cruz;

three-quarters of a column on page 17 the space

used for the battle at Ludlow, Colorado. This Is the

treatment of two significant news items by news

paper men who know our tastes and are trying to

please us.

Is there a lesson In this for the serious student

of social tendencies? What may it mean to the

struggling worker, torn between his traditional faith

in the dominant ruling class and the urgent appeal

of the revolutionist in his own ranks?

FORREST GUY DAVIS.
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DO WE NEED A BIGGER NAVY?

New York, April 24.

Admiral Mayo at Tampico pushed us into a situ

ation of which the end can not yet be foreseen.

The gentleman was acting entirely in accordance with

the demands of his calling, and possibly from a

natural human desire to justify his existence as

representative of his calling. But when the question

comes up again it would be well to consider whether,

as a nation, we wish to put more worthy gentlemen

into a position where they are obliged to bring about

situations which, were they merely law-abiding citi

zens, they might be the first to deplore. In relative

harmfulness the navy has been leading the army by

a long stretch lately. The Briisewitzes and Forstners

in Germany, with their ideals of military honor, have

been able merely to murder or maim a few innocent

civilians. How futile they must feel beside men who

can drag a great nation into war by their acts.

GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.
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The forms In which Christianity has been at dif

ferent times disguised have been often hostile t«

liberty; but wherever the spirit has surmounted the

forms, it has inspired a hatred of oppression and a

love of freedom.—Macaulay's Essay (1825) on the

West Indies.


