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“Let then those United States be the guard and the asylum
of Louis Capet. There, in the future, remote from the miseries
and crimes of royalty, he may learn, from the constant pres-
ence of public prosperity, that the true system of government
consists not in monarchs, but in fair, equal, and honorable
representation. In recalling this circumstance, and submit-
ting this proposal, I consider myself a citizen of both countries.
I submit it as an American who feels the debt of gratitude he
owes to every Frenchman. I submit it as a man, who, albeit
an adversary of kings, forgets not that they are subject to
human frailties.” I support my proposal as a citizen of the
French Republic, because it appears to me the best and most
politic measure that can be adopted. As far as my experience
in public life extends, I have ever observed that the great mass
of people are always just, both in their intentions and their
object; but the true method of attaining such purpose does
not always appear at once. The English nation had groaned
under the Stuart despotism. Hence Charles 1. was executed ;
but Charles II. was restored to all the powers his father had
lost. Forty years later the same family tried to re-establish
their oppression ; the nation banished the whole race from its
territories.  The remedy was effectual; the Stuart family
sank into obscurity, merged itself in the masses, and is now
extinct.”

He reminds the Convention that the king had
two brothers out of the country who might natu-
rally desire his death: the execution of the king
might make them presently plausible pretenders
to the throne, around whom their foreign enemies
would rally : while the man recognized by foreign
powers as the rightful monarch of France was
living there could be no such pretender.

“ It has already been proposed to abolish the penalty of
death, and it is with infinite satisfaction that I recollect the
humane and excellent oration pronounced by Robespierre on
the subject, in the constituent Assembly. Monarchical gov-
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great confusion for a time. The anger of the
Jacobins was extreme, says Guizot, and “ they re-
fused to listen to the speech of Paine, the American,
till respect for his courage gained him a hearing.”"
Demands for freedom of speech gradually subdued
the interruptions, and the secretary proceeded :

“Very sincerely do I regret the Convention’s vote of yester-
day for death, I have the advantage of some experience ; it
is near twenty years that I have been engaged in the cause of
liberty, having contributed something to it in the revolution
of the United States of America. My language has always
been that of liberty ¢~zd humanity, and I know by experience
that nothing so exalts a nation as the union of these two
principles, under all circumstances. I know that the public
mind of France, and particularly that of Paris, has been heated
and irritated by the dangers to which they have been exposed ;
but could we carry our thoughts into the future, when the
dangers are ended, and the irritations forgotten, what to-day
seems an act of justice may then appear an act of vengeance.
[Murmurs.] My anxiety for the cause of France has become
for the moment concern for its honor. If, on my return to
America, I should employ myself on a history of the French
Revolution, I had rather record a thousand errors dictated by
humanity, than one inspired by a justice too severe. I voted
against an appeal to the people, because it appeared to me
that the Convention was needlessly wearied on that point; but
I so voted in the hope that this Assembly would pronounce
against death, and for the same punishment that the nation
would have voted, at least in my opinion, that is, for reclusion
during the war and banishment thereafter. That is the pun-
ishment most efficacious, because it includes the whole family
at once, and none other can so operate. I am still against the
appeal to the primary assemblies, because there is a better
method. This Convention has been elected to form a Con-
stitution, which will be submitted to the primary assemblies.
After its acceptance a necessary consequence will be an elec-
tion, and another Assembly. We cannot suppose that the

! *“ History of France,” vi., p. 136.
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present Convention will last more than five or six months,
The choice of new deputies will express the national opinion
on the propriety or impropriety of your sentence, with as much
efficacy as if those primary assemblies had been consulted on
it. As the duration of our functions here cannot be long, it
is a part of our duty to consider the interests of those who
shall replace us. If by any act of ours the number of the
nation’s enemies shall be needlessly increased, and that of its
friends diminished,—at a time when the finances may be more
strained than to-day,—we should not be justifiable for having
thus unnecessarily heaped obstacles in the path of our suc-
cessors. Let us therefore not be precipitate in our decisions.

“France has but one ally—the United States of America.
That is the only nation that can furnish France with naval
provisions, for the kingdoms of northern Europe are, or soon
will be, at war with her. It happens, unfortunately, that the
person now under discussion is regarded in America as a
deliverer of their country. I can assure you that his execution
will there spread universal sorrow, and it is in your power
not thus to wound the feelings of your ally. Could I speak
the French language I would descend to your bar, and in
their name become your petitioner to respite the execution
of the sentence on Louis.”

Here were loud murmurs from the “ Mountain,”
answered with demands for liberty of opinion.
Thuriot sprang to his feet crying, “ This is not the
language of Thomas Paine.” Marat mounted
the tribune and asked Paine some questions, ap-
parently in English, then descending he said to the
Assembly in French : “ I denounce the interpreter,
and I maintain that such is not the opinion of
Thomas Paine. It is a wicked and faithless trans-
lation.”! These words, audacious as mendacious,

1““Venant d'un démocrate tel que Thomas Paine, d'un homme qui avait
vécu parmi les Américains, d’'un penseur, cette déclaration parut si danger-
euse 4 Marat que, pour en détruire Veffet, il n'hésita pas 4 s’écrier: ‘Je
dénonce le truchement. Je soutiens que ce n’est point 14 'opinion de
Thomas Paine. C'est une traduction infidé¢le.' "—Louis Blanc. See also
‘¢ Histoire Parliamentaire,” xxiii., p. 250.
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was reinforced by a new garrison, in fine there was
unrolled a formidable preparation of war against
—Thomas Paine’s book on the Rights of Man!"*

Incredible as this may appear the debates in the
House of Commons, on which it is fairly founded,
would be more incredible were they not duly re-
ported in the ¢ Parliamentary History.”* In the
debates on the Alien Bill, permitting the King to
order any foreigner out of the country at will, on
making representations to the French Convention
in behalf of the life of Louis, on augmenting the
military forces with direct reference to France, the
recent trial of Paine was rehearsed, and it was
plainly shown that the object of the government
was to suppress freedom of the press by Terror.
Erskine was denounced for defending Paine and
for afterwards attending a meeting of the “ Society
of Friends of the Liberty of the Press,” to whose
resolutions on Paine’s case his name was attached.
Erskine found gallant defenders in the House,
among them Fox, who demanded of Pitt: “ Can
you not prosecute Paine without an army?”
Burke at this time enacted a dramatic scene.
Having stated that three thousand daggers had
been ordered at Birmingham by an Englishman, he
drew from his pocket a dagger, cast it on the floor
of the House of Commons, and cried : “ That is
what we are to get from an alliance with France !”
Paine— Paine—Paine—was the burden laid on Pitt,
who had said to Lady Hester Stanhope: “Tom
Paine is quite right.” That Thomas Paine and his

! “ Histoire de la Révolution,” vol. viii., p. g6.
2 Vol. xxv.
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“Rights of Man " were the actual cause of the
English insults to which their declaration of war
replied was so well understood in the French Con-
vention that its first answer to the menaces was to
appoint Paine and Condorcet to write an address to
the English people.!

It is noticeable that on the question whether the
judgment on the King’s fate should be submitted
to the people, Paine voted “ No.” His belief in
the right of all to representation implied distrust of
the immediate voice of the masses. The King had
said that if his case were referred to the people “he
should be massacred.” Gouverneur Morris had
heard this, and no doubt communicated it to Paine,
who was in consultation with him on his plan of
sending Louis to America.’® Indeed, it is probable
that popular suffrage would have ratified the decree.
Nevertheless, it was a fair “ appeal to the people”
which Paine made, after the fatal verdict, in ex-
pressing to the Convention his belief that the
people would not have done so. For after the
decree the helplessness of the prisoner appealed to
popular compassion, and on the fatal day the tide
had turned. Four days after the execution the
American Minister writes to Jefferson: ¢ The
greatest care was taken to prevent a concourse of
people. This proves a conviction that the majority
was not favorable to that severe measure. In fact
the great mass of the people mourned the fate of
their unhappy prince.”

! ¢“Le Département des Affaires Etrangéres pendant la Reévolution, 1787~
1804.” Par Frédéric Masson, Bibliothécaire du Ministére des Affaires
'.étrangéres. Paris, 1877, p. 273.

? Morris’ ‘¢ Diary,” ii., pp. 19, 27, 32.












