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is not and cannot be a real arbiter between parties.

All kings are conservatives. That is their metier,

for they are the most conservative institution in the

country. Moreover, they are surrounded by men in

whom this political bias is accentuated by personal

affection for the person of the Monarch and unquali

fied devotion to his interests.

The criticism of the able and dignified Nation

was echoed throughout the Kingdom, but as a rule

in severer terms. The severity, indeed, led one de

fender of the King's course to exclaim that where

as it was once said the King can do no wrong, *t

is now said the King can do no right. It has

prompted others to think that the main use of a

king, in the mind of the average Englishman, is

to serve as a common object of abuse. But aside

from all facetiousness, the promptness with which

public opinion condemns the action of the King in

his efforts to soften the fall of the Tories, piomises

well for English liberty; and gives hope that the

reform of the House of Lords will be fundamental.

8. c.

Pittsburgh's Good Example.

Although Pittsburgh is but beginning to untax

its buildings in the slow and cautious manner per

mitted it, the advantage of the process is already

evident. Other Pennsylvania cities feel that they

should be allowed the same right. The Johnstown

Chamber of Commerce has started a vigorous cam

paign to have the Pittsburgh system extended to

the third class cities of the State. It is circu

larizing all legislative candidates and calling on

business organizations in other cities to help. A

convention of third class cities has been called at

which the matter will be taken up. If successful,

the movement will enable these cities to exempt

ten per cent of improvement values from local tax

ation every two years until improvements will not

be taxed at more than half the rate of land values.

For the present this will be a great step in advance.

Five years hence it will be a backward community

that will not be demanding greater progress.

s. D.
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No More Tory Judges Wanted.

Fewer reactionaries, not more, are needed on

the Supreme Bench. The selection of Attorney

General McBeynolds to that position is an act in

consistent with the general trend of President

Wilson's policy. It is a mistake which the Senate

can correct by refusing to confirm the appoint

ment. McBeynolds may have the legal ability

necessary to properly perform the judicial func

tions of a Supreme Court Justice. But there is

cause to doubt his ability to act properly in cases

where the Court is called upon to exercise the

legislative functions it has assumed. It would be

as unfair to the President as it would be to the

people to confirm so unfortunate an appointment-

Wilson is entitled to another chance to make a

better selection. s. D.
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The National Voters' League.

Excellent work is being done by the National

Voters' League of which Lynn Haines is secre

tary. It offers an excellent means of keeping vo

ters informed concerning the action of Sena

tors and Congressmen on many important matters

which the daily press fails to report. Its latest re

port gives in brief space the record of every mem

ber on forty-four different matters which have

come up. The fact of such an organization being

at work will do much to stimulate and encourage,

the conscientious representatives and will be a help

in securing the retirement of the tricky dodgers.

8. D.
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Joined to Their Idols.

Once more the Democratic party has demon

strated its inability to live up to democratic prin

ciples. It did manage to liberalize the Panama

Canal Act, which admitted to American registry

foreign-built ships less than five years old by strik

ing out the time limit and providing for temporary

exemption from certain navigation requirements.

But when it came to admitting foreign built ships

to the coasting trade, even from Atlantic to Pa

cific points, the old spirit of protection rose up

and robbed them of the power to act.

One of the chief reasons for digging the Panama

Canal was to establish effective competition with

the trans-continental railroads. To this end rail

road-owned ships were excluded from the toll ex

emption clause. And as if that were not enough,

a deliberate attempt was made to break a treaty

with a friendly nation in order to relieve our ship

ping from the burden laid upon others. Yet, the

Panama bill, that admitted foreign-built ships to

American registry under the five-year limit, pro

hibited them from engaging in the coasting trade

—the only place where water transportation can

curb the railroads. And now, when Congress is

compelled to take action on account of the war in

Europe, enough Democratic Senators and Repre

sentatives bolt the party principles to perpetuate

the coasting trade and ship-building monopoly.
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This conies from the inability of some men to

realize that the whole is greater than any of its

parts. These bolting Democrats, doubtless, would

like to see the people have lower freight rates; but

since tbis would involve the curtailment of the

coast shipping monopoly, and this in turn, an en

croachment upon the privileged ship-builders, the

people must endure present burdens. Thus, to

preserve these local monopolies, which profit only

a small part of the people, the whole country must

suffer. In order to maintain a small ship-building

industry, all other industries are laid under trib

ute. This policy has driven American shipping

from the high seas, and it has made complete the

monopoly of the trans-continental railroads.

s. c.
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High Prices and "Free Trade."

There is at least one protectionist in the United

States who does not hesitate to show his contempt

for popular intelligence. His name is William

Randolph Hearst. Mr. Hearst has the assurance

to point to prevailing high prices and attribute

them to free trade. He mentions especially beef

and sugar. Since Mr. Hearst well knows that the

war is giving to all American interests more pro

tection than any tariff can give them, he must be

talking on the assumption that his readers do not

know enough to observe his distortion of facts.

Mr. Hearst furthermore declares that "it pays

to encourage your own family." Not the way that

Mr. Hearst means. He wants to encourage a few

members of the family to become parasites. He

wants owners of certain industries to be sustained

through tribute from other industries which

can exist without such aid. That is certainly not

a paying policy for anyone but the parasites. It

encourages the parasitic members of the family

but it discourages the useful members. The way

to encourage all of the family to do useful work

is to offer no help of any kind to any member to

live off of the labor of the rest. That means not

only the abolition of all tariffs, but of all forms

of privilege. But Hearst has long fought against

encouraging the family in that way. s. d.
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Making the Democratic Party Ridiculous.

William Eandolph Hearst is a candidate for

the New York Democratic Senatorial nomination.

Could anything make the party more ridicu

lous? Should he secure the nomination, then the

Republican nominee, whoever he may be, will be

a much better democrat than the candidate of the

Democratic party. s. d.
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Senatorial Candidates.

The candidacy of George F. Cotterill for United

States Senator gives the Democratic party of the

State of Washington a chance to nominate a real

democrat, one who can recognize a democratic

principle without consulting a party platform.

His nomination will put the party in a position

where it will deserve to win, and that is becoming

more and more an important factor in bringing

actual victory. Cotterill's nomination will be

sound practical politics as well as a guarantee by

the party of good faith with the people.
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Direct election of United States Senators at

last makes it possible for New York State to se

cure a member of the upper house without any

deal with either Tammany or Republican party

bosses. The candidacy of Franklin D. Roosevelt

for the Democratic nomination is one that would

hardly have been taken seriously in the days when

a Murphy-controlled legislature did the choosing.

While Mr. Roosevelt's economic studies may not

have been as thorough as a United States Sena

tor's ought to be, his is the type of mind that will

not shrink from advocacy of any truth, once he

has grasped it. He may well be classed as a

genuine democrat so far as the deepest sympathy

can make any one democratic, and so far as his

economic knowledge leads. s. d.
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Doubleday's Possible Appointment.

Governor Lister of Washington will make an

excellent choice of a Commissioner of Agriculture

should he decide to appoint Robert S. Dobbleday

of Ballow. Mr. Doubleday has the technical

knowledge and ability required of one in that posi

tion, combined with a thorough understanding of

the economic problems confronting agricultural

industry. s. n.
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Immigration Commissioner Frederic C. Howe.

The appointment of Frederic C. Howe as Com

missioner of Immigration at. New York is one

that cannot be improved upon. What makes it the

more creditable to President Wilson is the fact

that Mr. Howe, while a thorough democrat in

principle, is not a partisan. Possessed of both the

knowledge and temperament needed to pass wise

and fair judgment in the many difficult matters

that come up for decision at immigration stations,


