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sought remedy for that terrible affliction, it will

still fall far short of coal in serving the human

race. For where one needs a cancer cure, thou

sands need coal. It is a most wholesome sign of

the times -that so many public-spirited people

should have come to realize the inustice involved in

giving public lands, without restriction, into pri

vate hands. Once this principle becomes firmly

fixed in the public mind, the people will not only

conserve what is left of their great inheritance, but

they will seek to recover what has already been

given away.

s. c.
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Bourbon Democrats

President Wilson's achievements cannot be fully

appreciated without taking into consideration what

might- have heen were he not President. What

Congress would have done had it had its own way

may he imagined from what it does when acting

upon its own initiative. In voting adversely on

the question of recommending the special House

committee on suffrage, the Democratic memhers of

the Rules Committee demonstrated not only that

they were not democrats, hut that they lacked the

ordinary prescience that prompts one to go in when

it rains. There is no longer any question as to

whether or not woman should vote. She is voting.

The time is past when a few men. clothed with

a little brief authority, can sit in judgment on one-

half of the human race. The suffrage question

has heen tried at the bar of public opinion, and

judgment has been rendered for the plaintiff. Un

fortunately there happen to be a few men of an

tiquated ideas in power, elected on other issues—

it is in consideration for their descendents that

their names are not given—who are aide to stay

the execution for a few days, and so add their

little mite toward convincing a predisposed public

that they and the party to which they belong are

incapable of keeping up with the march of prog

ress. But there will be an election next fall; and

the people can congratulate themselves that the

Congressional term is for only two years.

s. c.

@ ©

Illinois Democracy Menaced by Sullivan.

In l>ehalf of Roger Sullivan's senatorial candi

dacy a circular, bearing the signature of J. M.

Page of Jerseyville. is being sent to Democratic

papers throughout the State, lis main argument

is in its heading: "Sullivan Can Be Elected." That,

ought to be enough for Democrats who believe in

democracy. The nomination of a reactionary who

can he elected is a worse menace to democratic

principles than the nomination of any one who

can not be. Genuine democrats should devote

every effort to prevent Sullivan's nomination. A

party 'can suffer a worse misfortune than defeat

at the polls. Such a misfortune would be the

election of aa unworthy candidate, for whose of

ficial conduct it will be held responsible. If the

Democratic- party can not carry Illinois without

nominating reactionaries, then it does not desrve

to win.
s. D.

Jobs and the Jobless.

Much is said during the commercial solstice re

garding the man out of work. During the summer

when enterprises in the open are under way, and

when hoboing is a pleasant diversion for the indo

lent, the question of the unemployed is of compara

tive insignificance. But cold weather stops field

work, and it drives the hobo to his haven, the city,

where organized charity assumes the role of a spe

cial Providence. It is then that the problem of the

unemployed bulks large in press, pulpit and set

tlement house.

Every man out of a job is an interrogation point,

propounding to society this question : "What are

you going to do about me?" The answers of those

who concern themselves with social problems are

various. Some, their ears ringing with "the poor

ye have with you always," adopt a fatalistic view,

and throw themselves into the work of organized

charity. A few, filled with great energy, or en

joying the success that great energy and chance

have already won, deny that there is any invol

untary unemployment. Any man, they declare,

can get a job if he really wants it. And to prove

this assertion a vigorous, self-assertive man. bis

own feet firmly placed on the ladder leading to

higher things, got four jobs in one day.
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Each of these answers is limited by so many

"if's" that it is of little use to any one who is

earnestly seeking a solution of the problem,

(i ranted an economic condition in which the raw

material that man must use, the land, is arbitrarily

controlled by some to the exclusion of others, and

most certainly the poor will always be with us. On

the other band, granted that a few men are robust

and self-assertive, while the mass are not. it will

lie possible for those few to command jobs. But

suppose all men were robust and self-assertive,

what then? When Surajah Dowlah. in the Indian

uprising of 175G, put 140 British subjects into
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the Black Hole of Calcutta, a room eighteen feet

square, and having two very small windows, it was

possible for those nearest the windows to survive

the night. But it was physically imposible that

all should endure till morning. As a matter of

fact only 23 escaped asphixia. It is unnecessary

to say which 23 survived, or why. Though all were

British subjects, and all had fought shoulder to

shoulder, they no sooner found themselves in the

death-trap than every man's hand was against his

fellow; and it was the robust, self-assertive men

who got to the windows. In the open they were

heroes, ready to give up their lives for their coun

try, or for each other; in the Black Hole they were

beasts struggling for a breath of air. A robust,

self-assertive man might have said in the morn

ing. "There was no need that any one should die.

1 had plenty of air."

An economic order that is apologized for by pes

simistic fatalists, and vouched for by robust, self-

assertive men, may be lacking in some of the re

quirements for the average man. Nor would it

be satisfactory if all men were robust and self-as

sertive. Had all of the 1-tfl prisoners in the Black

llole been equally strong it is more than likely that

some of the 23 who survived would have perished.

It is possible, indeed, that all might have died. So.

too, had there been no sickness or accidents among

the unemployed, and no weakness, bodily or men

tally from heredity or environment, and had all

remained below the age of fifty, the man who se

cured four jobs in one day. while thousands of men

were living on charity, might have had a different

story to tell. Even had the unemployed escaped

all the oilier ills that befall the flesh, still they

would have grown old, and there is no place that

may be claimed of right in our modern economy by

the man of years. Professor Osier was right in a

sense that he did not mean and possibly did not

know, when he suggested chloroforming men at

Ihe age of fifty. A man who has grown up in the

same employment may continue in the service one,

or possibly two decades past the half-century mark.

But let him lose his job at fifty, either through the

failure of the company in which he served, or for

any other reason, and he will quickly realize that

modern economy is based on the young and strong.
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The very benevolence of employers is making it

harder for the man out of a job. In all the insur

ance benefits it is stipulated that to become a bene

ficiary the employe must be under 30, 35, or -10

when he begins service. This is necessary in order

that the company may get from him a reasonable

amount of service before retiring at 65 or TO. Sup

pose for a moment that all employers had insti

tuted such a system of benevolence, what would

become of the man who for any reason lost his job

after he was forty years old? It is only because

such benevolence is not yet universal, and many

businesses are still run on the "cut-throat" princi

ple that the man over fifty can get a job.

@.

How long will those who profess to be leaders of

movements to help labor persist in shutting their

eyes to the truth ? Why will they continue to walk

backward? When will they cease to see things

bottom-side up, merely from standing on their

heads? Their very lirsi profession, could they

really understand it. should open their eyes. They

would do something for Labor! Is Labor then so

weakly and so helpless that it must be nursed and

coddled as a child? What does Labor want?

Wealth. Where does wealth come from? From

labor applied to land. Is there then no more land

upon which Labor may employ itself? There is

plenty of land, but—. Ah, yes. but! There is

more land "than Labor can possibly use, but it is

hedged round about by legal harriers as effectually

as the Garden of Eden was guarded by the angel

with the flaming sword. Vet let us not be impa

tient with our less fortunate brothers. There are

more today who see the truth than ever before,

and they are multiplying at an ever increasing

rate. Let the unemployed draw their belts a notch

tighter, and summon what patience they can. We

have wandered a long time in the Wildnerness.

but the Promised Land is almost in sight.

s. c.
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Is There Any Difference?

On January 22 there were held two parades,

one in St. Petersburg. Ihissia, and another in

Trinidad Colorado. Both parades were of work

ers and their families. One was to express sym

pathy with an old woman, arbitrarily imprisoned

by a military dictator. The other was to keep alive

the memory of a horrible massacre perpetrated

nine years ago in obedience to the orders of a des

pot. Both parades were attacked by soldiers with

drawn sabers, ready at the command of superiors

to murder in cold blood any one of the paraders.

regardless of age or sex. The conduct of these

soldiers is upheld and approved by Governor Am

nions of Colorado and by Czar Nicholas of Rus

sia. What is the difference between "law -and


