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EDITORIAL

Opposed to Sugar-Coated Ship Subsidies.

Another encouraging sign of the times is seen
in the change in public opinion on the question of
Panama Canal tolls. When the bill was originally
passed, levying tolls upon all shipping except our
own, the dominant sentiment of the country was
in favor of the discrimination, regardless of treaty
obligations, or international comity. The bill was
put through Congress, and was defended before
and after its passage, in a way that gave small
credit to the American sense of honor.

&

The stand now taken by President Wilson in
opposition to the exemption of American shipping,
however, has brought out a surprisingly cordial re-
sponse. A few papers and some men still protest.
Some have suggested pressure from England and
Japan as the reason for the President’s position;
but it is more charitable to suppose that his stand,

_ like that of so many others who have had time for

conscience-communion, is due to a desire to play
fair in the international game. It is to be hoped
the exemption will be stricken from the law before
the first American ship passes through the Canal.

s. C.
o o
Rate-Raising Philosophy.

The railroads that are pleading the high cost
of living as an excuse to be allowed to raise rates
scem to have forgotten the famous epigram of
railroad magnate James J. Hill: “The high cost
of living is but the cost of high living.” Mr. Hill’s
intent was to make it appear as though complaints
concerning high prices were not justified. The
remark was repeated and applauded by every up-
holder of and apologist for monopolistic institu-
tions. But now the railroads themselves come, plead-
ing the very thing which Hill denied, as a reason for
laying new burdens on business. 1t would not be
at all unjust to repeat the epigram to them. Re-
cent exposures of rebating are alone sufficient to



