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press, to peace societies and the churches. Every

means of publicity should be used, not only to re

assure these immigrants that they need not return,

but to urge against doing so those who may feel

inclined to go. 8. D.

® ®

Blasphemy !

Millions of Christian brethren, setting out to kill

each other, pray for success to the All-Father, in

the name of the Prince of Peace! Do they think

there is no sense of humor in Heaven? Or have

they simply gone mad? s. c.

® ®

Prayers for Peace.

It is very well to pray for peace, but it is very

important to strike at the cause of war. Prayers

for peace will bring a favorable response if those

who do the praying will do their duty as citizens.

To pray for peace shows little respect for God

when the one who prays is still willing to uphold

a standing army and navy, is in favor of a tariff

wall, and supports predatory interests in other

ways, in whose behalf all wars are waged. Faith

without works is dead. s. D.

Europe's Apostles of Peace.

All honor to the Socialists of Europe! They

constitute the one group urging the workers to re

frain from killing each other. "Murder is murder",

say they. Commands of superior officers and ap

proval of the government do not make the shoot

ing of a man—even though he be a foreigner—

any less a violation of moral law than an illegal

murder committed in time of peace. They are

preaching obedience to the commandment "Thou

shalt not kill", and are insisting that this com

mandment deserves obedience before the orders of

emperors, kings or czars. What a pity that in this

grand humane and religious work these Socialists

have not the co-operation of the churches ! What a

pity that, instead of praying for victory and bless

ing the prospective murderers, the clergy do not

see how their duty requires them to urge instead

adherence to the Golden Rule ! How sad it is that

men should march forth to kill without so much

as a reproof from those who should be the first to

see wherein their conduct transgresses all princi

ples of religion and morality. The war might have

been prevented had there been from the churches

of all the nations engaged as strong and emphatic

a protest as is now being made by the Socialists,

the only group in Europe, of considerable size, to

preach, when most needed, the Gospel of Peace.

s. v.

A Hero of Peace.

"A war of aggression is not a war in which it

is a proud thing to die," said President Wilson,

"but a war of service is one in which it is a proud

thing to die." The glory of dying in such a war

belongs to Jean Leon Jaures, Socialist leader of

France. He fell in a war of service, a war against

war. He lost -his life in attempting to save from

the consequences of war thousands of such deluded

fanatics as the one who turned upon and slew

him. It would not be right to say that Jaures

was the victim of an individual. His slayer was

but the instrument of a murderous superstition,

sustained and fostered by selfish interests. Jaures

fell because there prevails in France, as elsewhere,

the notion that superstitious chauvinism is patri

otism. In trying to show the folly of that super

stition, in endeavoring to make clear the wicked

ness of such doctrines as "my country, right or

wrong," in the midst of an effort to save his

country he was struck down. Peace has her mar

tyrs and heroes as well as her glorious victories. A

place among these martyr heroes belongs to Jean

Leon Jaures. s. d.

® ®

Pity Poor Carson.

Let no one forget to drop a tear for the doughty

Ulsterman. But yesterday a hero, the political

marplot, the Tory's hope, and the Liberal's de

spair, the overthrower of parties, and the disrupter

of an empire; today, where is he? When Czars,

Kaisers, and Holy Monarchs, full armed, stalk

across the stage, who has an eye for little bluster

ing Sir Edward? And are his fighting minions,

raised to thwart their country's will, destined to

lay their bones on foreign fields in behalf of that

self-same country? Such is the irony of fate.

Lord Macaulay long ago noted the fact that Eng

land could not be menaced by a civil and a foreign

war at the same time ; and the united front of the

British nation demonstrates the truth of his state

ment. At one moment the Nationalists and the

Ulstermen were ready to fly at each other's throats ;

the next moment they were pledging themselves

in defense of their common country. Living side

by side in Ireland they remained strangers; fight

ing shoulder to shoulder on the battlefields of Eu

rope, they will be brothers. A strange creature,

indeed, is man. s. c.

® ®

Reviving the American Merchant Marine.

For fifty years the blight of a protective tariff

has rested upon American shipping; and during

that half century the American flag, once the
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proudest on the seas, has all but disappeared from

foreign ports. Greedy American shipbuilders made

common cause with grasping manufacturers to pre

vent American shipmasters from buying ships

abroad. And when American ships took out for

eign registry during our Civil War to escape cap

ture, a complacent Congress forbade their return

to American registry. Thus was one of our great

est industries deliberately legislated out of exist-

anee in the name of protection. But a new era

dawns. Europe is at war, and we are at peace.

Foreign ships will seek American registry, as ours

sought foreign protection. Commercial bodies al

ready are calling upon Congress to open the door

and let them in. Will Congress heed this appeal ?

Will it have the wit to undo the blunder of the war-

mad Congress that riveted the shackles on the

American merchant marine in the '60's? There

are already large amounts of American capital in

vested in foreign shipping, but our stupid naviga

tion laws compel the use of foreign flags. The re

peal of these laws will bring it under our own flag.

Congress is confronted with two obvious duties:

The repeal of our antiquated navigation laws, and

the passage of the Seamen's bill. s. c.

Destroying American Industries.

Once more comes the hoary joke about the bal

ance of trade and the tariff. A well known Ameri

can writer makes the solemn statement that,

"Every shipload of products brought into the coun

try means one shipload less to be manufactured

here. Of course that means less work for our

workers; dull business and a dull labor market

always accompany each other." It is unnecessary

to repeat the obvious answer to such a fallacy, but

it may be of interest to note some of the curious

dilemmas into which the "balance of trade" econ

omists find themselves. We are prosperous, ac

cording to these Alice-in-Wonderland economists,

in proportion as we export more than we import.

Reference to the Statistical Abstract of the United

States discloses the fact that the exports of mer

chandise from the United States during the half

century ending 1912, exceeded the imports of mer

chandise by the amount of $8,831,000,000. This

indicates prosperity; for, according to the topsy

turvy economists, this immense value of goods came

back to us in gold. Unfortunately for that theory,

though, the same authority shows that $419,000,-

000 more gold was sent out of the country than

was brought in. Possibly it was paid for in silver.

No, we sent away during that time $809,000,000

piore silver than we brought back.

How long must it take people to learn that all

trade is conducted for profit? Every legitimate,

voluntary trade involves a mutual increase in

wealth. Each receives more than he gives, else

he would not trade. All complete trade, too, con

sists of exchanging goods for goods, or service for

service. Money figures only as a convenient form

of bookkeeping. The enormous excess of exports

over imports, so far from denoting prosperity,

mark our adversity. During our early days of de

velopment large investments were made by foreign

ers in our lands, and in industries closely related

to land, such as the franchise monopolies. Each

dollar then invested has grown with the increase

of population and the industry of the people to

represent now many dollars. Our statistics of

imports showed one dollar as coming into the coun

try. The same statistics show that dollar multi

plied many times going out of the country. The

excess of exports over imports measures the trib

ute we are paying to foreign investors. Ireland's

trade with England shows an excess of exports

over imports. India's trade tells the same story.

All prosperous colonies make this showing. That

is what they are for. That is the condition our

imperialists seek to- establish between our depend

encies and the United States. Cuba, Porto Rico,

and the Philippines will all export more than they

import. Yet, men go on declaring the earth is

flat, and the moon is made of green cheese. Is it

any wonder that there are men who think the more

you take from a man's back the heavier the load

is? s. c.

@ @

Imprisonment for Debt.

When Chicagoans read a few mornings ago that

one of their fellow citizens had been imprisoned

for debt they rubbed their eyes, wondering whether

they had somehow slipped back into the eighteenth

century. But when they turned to the Illinois

Bill of Bights, Article II, Section 12, and read:

"No person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless

upon refusal to deliver up his estate for the benefit

of his creditors in such manner as shall be pre

scribed by law, or in cases where there is strong

presumption of fraud," matters began to grow in

teresting. First, a man was charged by a grocer

with owing a bill of $.i7. The charge was denied,

but the man was convicted and ordered by the

court to pay it. The man, still declaring he did

not owe it, was threatened with jail. Whereupon

he vowed he would stay in prison the remainder

of his life before he would pay it. And to jail he

went. An attorney became interested, and sought

to liberate the prisoner by habeas corpus proceed


