
The Public

A National Journal of Fundamental Democracy, and

a Weekly Narrative of History in the Making.

Vol. XVII. CHICAGO, FRIDAY, JULY 24, 1914. No. 851.

Editors. 1898-1913: LOB IS F. POST and ALICE THACHER POST

SAMUEL DANZIGER. Managing Editor.

STOUGHTON COOLEY. !»___„_ PmTnD<.
ANGELINE L. GRAVES, f Associate Editors.

STANLEY BOWMAR, Business Manager.

ADVISORY AND CON

Jims H. Dillard. Virginia
Hinbt F. Ring. Texas
Hkhbebt 8. BraELOw, Ohio
Herbest Quick . West Virginia
Mrs Harriet Tatlor Upton. Ohio
Brand Wrttloce. Ohio
John Z. Whits. Illinois
Llewellyn Jones. Illinois
UBS. Lona Ingham Robinson, Calif.
L. F. C. Garvin. Rhode Island
8. A. Stockwell. Minnesota
William P. Hill, Missouri

TRIBUTING 'EDITORS

Lincoln Steftens. New York
Henry Georqe, Jr.. New York
Frederic C. Howe. New York
Robert Baker, New York
Grace Isabel Colbron. New York
W. G. Eooleston. California
C. E. 8. Wood, Oregon
R. F. Pettiqrew, South Dakota
J. W. 8. Callie. England
John Paul, England
Ernest Bray. Australia
Qeoroe Fowlds, New Zealand

Published by STANLEY BOWMAR, Manager

Ellsworth Building, 5J7 South Dearborn Street, Chicago

Slacl* Copy, Fire Cents Yearly Subscription, One Dollar
Canadian and Foreign, SI. 50

Entered as Second-Class Matter April It. 1898. at the Post Office at <
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

COHTEHTS.

EDITORIAL,:

A Glorious Victory 697
Watchful Waiting Wins 697

Inconsistent Land. Grabbers 698
The Extent of Land Monopoly 698
Methods of Propaganda 699
Progressive Victory in Winnipeg 699
Economizing in the Wrong Place 700
Buncombe and Prosperity 700
Hard Times and "Fool Law Making" 700
President Wilson's Mistake 701
Cincinnati's Charter Fight 701

Sweet Reasonableness 701

EDITORIAL, CORRESPONDENCE:

AJTalrs in Mississippi—Robert S. Phlfer, Jr 703
Progressive Address Enthuses Catholic Gathering—

James B. Ellery 703

INCIDENTAL, SUGGESTIONS: *

Rabbis' Conference Passed Fels Resolution—Gott-

hard Deutsch and Moses P. Jacobson 704

NEWS NARRATIVE:

Mexico and the United States 705
Woman Suffrage Declaration 706

■ Doings in Congress 706

The Interstate Commerce Commission 707
The Price of Beef 707
Commission on Industrial Relations 707
Finding Jobs for the Disemployed 708
The Labor War 708
New York Politics 709
George Foulds' American Tour 709
Cincinnati's Charter Campaign 709
Manitoba Speaks 710
Canada and the Hindus 710
Anti-German Militarism Will Not Down 710

English Affaire 710
Woman Suffrage in Great Britain 711
News Notes 712
Press Opinions , 713

RELATED THINGS:

The Pageant of Women—S. Gertrude Ford 714
Helpmates—Catharine E. Marshall 714

At a Congress of English Workingwomen—Janet
Case 715

BOOKS:

The Federal Reserve Act 716
The Immigration Question 717
Books Received 717

EDITORIAL

A Glorious Victory.

Huerta's resignation was not needed to justify

the policy of -watchful waiting. No good reason

for any other policy at any time existed. But his

hold on office prolonged conditions in Mexico,

which have been held up to the American people

by designing interests as provocation for war. Now

that he has gone peace in Mexico can not be far

off, and there is ground for hope that when order

has been established it will not be the kind that

prevailed in Warsaw. In passing, Huerta honored

President Wilson with his abuse. And, in spite of

the Vera Cruz affair, to President Wilson belongs

the glory of having accomplished more for Mexico

and for honest foreign interests in Mexico, through

some months of patience than could have been ob

tained through a bloody conquest. It is something

new in the history, of the world. Theorists have

long claimed that aggressive warfare is not the

most effective way to secure a righteous object. A

practical demonstration of the correctness of this

theory has now been furnished. There will prob

ably occur perplexing situations in the future for

which hotheads will urge war as the solution. But

the peaceful ending of the Mexican incident will

always serve as a convincing illustration of the

needlessness of an aggressive policy. The Amer

ican people may well be proud of this achievement.

S. D.

Watchful Waiting Wins.

Seldom has a specific state policy been crowned

with such complete success as has the President's

Mexican policy. So exalted were his ideals, and

so far-flung his appeals to the human conscience,

that many who sympathized with his purpose ques

tioned his judgment, and few of his most ardent

admirers expected to see Buch signal success. To

have failed would have cost him the respect of no

reasonable person, for all accorded him honesty of

purpose ; but to succeed, and succeed in such mea

sure, is to raise international relations to a new

plane.



698 Seventeenth Year.
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A year and a half ago our attention was ar

rested by internecine strife in a "savage" nation

on our southern border. "Bandits," "guerillas,"

and "adventurers" sprang up on every hand. Ev

ery American who had a dollar invested in Mex

ico demanded that we go in and restore order.

Many would have us stay there to keep order. And

not a few gloated over the- Jingo maps showing

the United States extended to the Panama Canal.

Tbe soldiers and sailors were eager to go, and the

chauvinistic patriots clamored for action. It

would have been a popular war. There was every

justification that underlay any foreign war. But

a firm hand was on the helm; and despite the

abuse of the Jingo press, and the nagging of the

Little Congressmen, he steered serenely on. Mr.

Wilson's handling of Congress in a way to secure

constructive legislation marks him as a clever

politician; his management of the Mexican prob

lem proclaims him a great statesman.

Americans can congratulate themselves on the

fact that their country has vindicated itself in the

eyes of the world; but in a deeper sense they can

rejoice in the thought that their country has

opened the way for a sorely stricken neighbor to

find justice. Had we recognized General Hucr-

ta's government, and aided him in raising money

for war purposes there might have been temporary

peace ; but it would have been the peace of an

armed camp, to be broken by the next bloody-

minded adventurer, or by a new generation of

groaning peons. Justice was absent from every

department of government, and from every phase

of society. Permanent peace was impossible. Now

we see the head of that government a fugitive

from his own country, seeking asylum abroad

where, if report and circumstantial evidence be

trusted, a fortune awaits him. At no time during

his exercise of authority did he betray evidence of

capacity or inclination to do aught but serve the

parasitical oligarchy that has so long ridden on

the backs of the peons. He had the dogged de

termination of the soldier, and might have re

peated, had he been permitted to make terms with

foreign capital, the regime of Diaz; but President

Wilson stood in his way.

®

People are asking, What next? After Huerta,

what? To begin with, too much should not Ik? ex

pected. When we consider the amount of injustice

in our country, despite fifty years of internal

peace, it is unreasonable to expect ideal condi

tions to follow immediately the incoming govern

ment in Mexico. liberty is not a thing made to

order. It cannot be imposed upon a people from

without. It must grow. Not until a people has

learned to know its rights, and to exercise the self-

restraint necessary to stop at those rights can a

just government be established. General Carranza

may or may not be the man of the hour; but the

spirit back of him gives hope of success. Madero

had the right impulse, but he lacked the strength

to withstand the influence of vested interests. Ani

mated by high ideals in the field, he was helpless

when confronted with the beneficiaries of priv

ilege in Mexico City. The Constitutionalists hope

to avoid Madero's mistake by confiscation, re

pudiation, and execution. This is the crucial

test. It remains to be seen how far they will be

permitted to go in completing the revolution be

fore outside interference takes place. Moderation

may well be counselled by our government, but no

exercise of force should be used to deprive the

people of their triumph. Mexico must be restored

to the Mexicans. 8. C.

Inconsistent Land Grabbers.

Advocates of wholesale land grabbing will be the

ones to utter the loudest protests against proposed

confiscation of the big estates in Mexico. Hearst,

Taft, Otis and others, who want to make the Pan

ama Canal the southern boundary of the United

States, do not relish the idea of having their own

logic applied by the new Mexican government to

their haciendas. It is all right, say these reaction

aries, to grab land that does not belong to us, but

all wrong to restore land to the people who have

a natural right to its use. But it is not reasonable

to look for consistency in reactionaries. s. d.

The Extent of Land Monopoly.

The exact extent of land monopoly in the United

States has not been officially determined. While

the census of 1910 showed the extent of owner

ship and tenantry of farms, it went no further.

Whatever may have been the reason for this limi

tation, its effect has been to shut off from the peo

ple official information regarding concentration of

land ownership. But there is much reliable infor

mation on this matter which the census does not

give. A year ago the Department of Agriculture

issued a report showing only twenty-seven per cent

of the tillable land of the country to be in use.

This year a report issued by Commissioner Davies

of the federal Bureau of Corporations shows that

of the timber lands of the United States 105,600,-

000 acres are owned by 1,694 holders. That is, one


