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from the floor and cramming it back in the box
I discovered my defense.

Smiling my very best smile, I turned and faced
the angry officials the other side of the counter and,
holding the box towards them, pointed to three
vrinted words underneath: “Made in Germany.”

BOOKS

HUMAN FORCES IN THE DEMO-
CRATIC MOVEMENT.

8helley, Godwin and their Circle. By H. N. Bralls-
ford. Published by Henry Holt & Co., New York.
Price, 50 cents. :

There is no reason, except as a catch-word, why
the name of Shelley should come first in the title
of this little volume, the body of which is taken
up with an account of Willlam Godwin’s work,
and of his influence on contemporary thinkers.
No man ever influenced the high thinkers of a

eriod more than Godwin influenced the finest
iterary spirits of the early years of the eighteen
hundreds. He had Wordsworth, Coleridge and
Shelley as his pupils in thought. The fact thdt
Wordsworth in later years balked at Godwin’s
democratic philosophy made him the more or less
conscious subject of Browning’s “Lost Leader.”

Mr. Brailsford has rendered a great service in
giving us today a clear, concise and sufficiently
sympathetic study of Godwin’s teachings, for God-
win was in his day a supreme force in the demo-
cratic movement, and he has been too much for-
gotten. This book is one which should be read
by all who wish to know the progressive growth of
the democratic mind during the past century and
a half. It will help the reader in understanding
the influences of the American and the French
‘Revolutions, and especially the reactions that fol-
lowed the excesses of the latter.*

The chapter on Thomas Paine is excellent. It
will prove a strong support in the way of establish-
ing a just estimate of that great name. How little
Paine has been understood and appreciated even
in our own time is shown by the fact that Mr.
Roosevelt has called him “a dirty little atheist.”
As Mr. Brailsford says, in quoting this, Mr. Roose-
velt’s contemptuous slur “exposed nothing but his
own ignorance.” But Mr. Roosevelt, as is so often
the case with him, merely expressed the popular
view. Difficult, indeed, it is, even now in this
twentieth century, for a writer who takes the
democratic viewpoint to get a fair hearing. Nor
is the reason for this a deep mystery. We have
our public schools supported by all the people for
the children of all the people, and yet all the read-

*Godwin was born in 1756 and died in 1836. His life
thus overlapped the rise and swell and ebb of the revo-
lutionary impulses.
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ing, all the text-books of history, all the influences
in these schools are still either undemocratic, or,
at any rate, distinctly conservative. Imagine a
selection of school reading from any of the great
books that represent the democratic movement in
the world’s history! And yet these books contain
just as great literature, even from an artistic point
of view, as the inane stuff which is usually assigned
and provided for the children’s reading. Mr.
Brailsford does justice also to the work of Mary
Wollstonecraft as a pioneer in the advocacy of
women’s rights. He calls her book, which was
published in 1792, “perhais the most original
book of its century.” This book, “Vindication of
the Rights of Woman,” was indeed a brave per-
formance. As Mr. Brailsford says, “What was
absolutely new in the world’s history was that for
the first time a woman dared to sit down to write
a book which was not an echo of men’s thinking,
nor an attempt to do rather well what some man
had done a little better, but a first exploration of
the problems of society and morals from a stand-
point which recognized humanity without ignor-
ing sex.”

The final chapter on Shelley is the least satis-
factory in the book, and it is a surprise that no
mention is made of Mr. Salt’s interesting study
of Shelley’s democracy. The fact is that Mr.
Brailsford is rather the unbiased critic, and does
not readily give himself away. But all who have
the democratic mind will thank him for his book,
which describes in an interesting style the leading
thoughts and influences of a most important epoch
in the democratic movement.

JAMES H. DILLARD.

& & o
NEW LIGHT ON OLD HISTORY.

Soclological Study of the Bible. By Louis Wallis.
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago. (Second
Impression.) Price, $1.50 net.

The major portion of Professor Wallis’ book*
is devoted to a scholarly analysis of the forces
which finally led to the amalgamation of the liber-
ty-loving hill-men of Israel with the more cul-
tured but plutocratic Amoritish city dwellers. The
dissimilar aspirations resulting from this mesal-
liance are symbolized by the respective worships of
Yahweh, the Israelitish God and Baal, the deity of
the Amorites. So that a new light is thrown upon
the protests of the prophets, the frequent revolu-
tions and the continual turmoil and discontent
which afflicted the nation.” Until at length we find
a centralized plutocratic government of which the
church is an important member, a church which
has rejected the social problem and with it the
traditional land policy of the Israelites, and finally

*For earlier review, see The Public Iot May 31, 1912, at
page 521,
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goes down to defeat along with & schism-ridden,
class-burdened nation.

At later periods, the established church of the
Medieval Age, as well as the Protestant Church
which grew out of it, have each in turn rejected
the social problem, and sought to build an organi-
zation which would occupy an impregnable posi-
tion in the social structure, and at the same time
not antagonize other and equally powerful author-
ities in society. That each church has failed of its
highest mission because of this self-seeking policy,
does not appear to cause any diminution of faith
on the part of the author. He foresees the es-
tablishment of the rejuvenated church which shall
accept the social problem, though not in any set
form, and so bring social as well as spiritual sal-
vation to mankind. JOSEPH DANZIGER.
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A PLEA FOR HUERTA.

The Case of Mexico and the Policy of President Wil-
son. By Senator R. De Zayas Enriquez. Published
by Albert and Charles Boni, 96 Fifth Avenue, New
York. 1914. Price, $1.35 net.

The predominating thought upon closing the
book is the regret that 209 pages of good paper
should have been devoted to such a purpose; but
the regret is tempered with thankfulness that the
number of pages is no greater. The book is simply
a plea for General Huerta, and the class whom he
represents. The author betrays not the slightest
trace of consciousness that there is an economic
basis for the political upheaval. To him the land
question is non-existant. If he understands the
Mexican situation no better than he comprehends
President Wilson’s policy—and the work indi-
cates that he does not—one may doubt the claim of
the publishers that this book “is a work absolutely
necessary to a clear understanding of the Mexican
problem.” 1f Senator Enriquez is a fair repre-
sentative of his class it is to be feared there will
be a good deal more fighting before there is peace.

8. C.
o &
THE MONROE DOCTRINE.

The Monroe Doctrine and Mommsen's Law. By
Charles Francis Adams. Published by Houghton,
Mifflin Co., Boston. 1914, Price, 50 cents, net.

The Monroe Doctrine was formulated by John
Quincy Adams who was President Monroe’s Secre-
tary of State at the time of his famous message of
1823. This fact, with its supporting coincidence,
is brought out early in the brief address of Charles
Francis Adams made before the American Society
of International Law at Washington last April
and just now published. The speaker proceeds
from this fact of its origin to an interpretation of
the Doctrine’s purpose and meaning in the light
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of its real author’s diplomatic experience and polit-
ical knowledge of the Furope at which it was
“somewhat defiantly” aimed.

How the Americas and Europe have since wholly
changed is told in a few masterly pages, and inso-
far as the Doctrine refers to colonization the
speaker concludes: “The Monroe Doctrine as enun-
ciated is now obsolete. It has no apparent appli-
cation to existing conditions and theories. More-
over, it is to be remembered that it is a ‘Doctrine,’
and in no respect a natural law; and if, I next
submit, there is one thing politically more danger-
ous than another, it is a ‘Doctrine,” so-called, mis-
applied, or one which, having lost its original sig-
nificance, is now applied in an unintelligent way,
or a ‘Jingo’ spirit.”

What other probabilities of future development
and difficulty John Quincy Adams had in mind
are discussed in connection with what the speaker
names as he quotes it, “Mommsen’s Law’—the "
bare-faced prototype of “Manifest Destiny,” “Be-
nevolent Assimilation,” and, its latest “alias,”
“Sphere of Influence.” And the speaker closes his
address with a plea for keen-eyed consideration of
the Monroe Doctrine, its past usefulness and its
present possible abuse. A. L. G.
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