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EDITORIAL -

Signs of the Zodiac.

About this time look out for Little Congress-
men and Feeble Senators who, under the guise
of preparing to meet a foreign invasion, are get-
ting ready to open another “pork™ barrel.
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Adequate Defense.

Just as Congress assembles an apparently well
organized and financed movement starts to create
a scare about national defenses. Although there
are presented no arguments not thoroughly re-
futed by the European war, the backers of this
movement evidently hope to cause a panic and
thus get the appropriations they desire. One may
well question the sincerity and patriotism of those
who resort to such methods. At present they deny
wanting big armaments hut only ask enough for
“adequate defense.” What is adequate defense? In
case of war no defense is adequate that is not
stronger than the opposing force, and inadequate
defense, these panic creators tell us, is as good
as none. So to have “adequate defense” we must
create an armament more powerful than any pos-
sible combination of foes could bring against us.
And that would only be a beginning, for our po-
tential foes might suspect that we were planning
to attack them, just as we suspect them of plan-
ning to attack us. They would attempt to outstrip
us in building armaments. Our jingo alarmists
would call attention to this, create another scare
and urge further appropriations. Such a race
would be ruinous. To stop it either one side
would have to voluntarily retire, and thus make its
peaceful intentions clear, or it would have to find
some pretext to attack the other when conditions
for victory would seem most favorable. Europe’s
experience shows that the latter alternative is the
most likely to be selected. Preparations for war
only lead to war. The only adequate defense does
not consist in armaments, but in just dealings with

the people of all nations.
8. D.



