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Seventeenth Year.

The Public

counties." This is the first instance where it has

been provided not only that genuine signatures must

first actually be obtained, but that they are then of

no avail until proved genuine signatures of voters

before a judicial officer—the first time signatures

authorized to be procured by law are presumed to

be false until found genuine by the courts.

That this provision would absolutely kill every pe

tition passed upon by an unfriendly court can not

be denied. The language is plain ; the effect is clear.

" The examination by the court and the passing upon

the signatures by the court, and its finding them to

be genuine, is one of the prerequisite steps of a vaim

petition. Further, the amendment could not be aided

by judicial construction because it is a fundamental

condition on which a law can be initiated or referred.

It is clear that the interests which secured the

submission of this provision meant to secure by

indirection what they did not dare to ask openly.

Their aim is to abolish the Initiative and Referen

dum entirely. Having deceived Missouri farmers

into a spirit of bitter opposition to the Singletax,

.these interests hope to make use of this opposi

tion to fool the farmers once more into voting

away all popular control over legislation of any

kind. s. d.
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Another Demagogic Design Defeated.

In spite of the demagogic opposition of State

Treasurer Ed. Deal of Missouri, the Democratic

voters of his home county have renominated State

Representative A. R. Boone. Mr. Boone was a

good enough democrat to oppose the pending so-

called anti-singletax amendment though he does

not favor adoption of Singletax. For that reason

Mr. Deal denounced him as a "Singletaxer," and

called on the voters of Mississippi county to defeat

him. But though these voters are overwhelm

ingly opposed to the Singletax, they evidently

have no objection lo fair play and dislike dema

gogy. So Mr. Boone was renominated by a ma

jority of 2G8. Missouri's demagogic politicians

who imagine that their disgraceful methods of

1912 can' be successfully used for an indefinite

period would do well to consider this case. 8. ».
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The United Societies and Tax Reform.

Commendable is the action of the Executive

Committee of the United Societies of Chicago in

taking a stand for real tax reform. These socie

ties, representing all organizations of Chicago's

citizens of foreign extraction, demand home rule

in taxation and insist on assessment at full value

of all lands withheld from use by speculators.

They are bringing these matters to the attention

of candidates for the Legislature and for posi

tions on assessment boards. This is good civic

work, which will, if energetically prosecuted,

put the societies in the front rank of the city's

useful organizations.

S. D.
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The Illinois Primary.

Contests in the Illinois primary elections to be

held on September 9 are mainly confined to the

Democratic and Republican parties. The Pro

gressive party is fortunate in that Raymond Rob

ins is the only candidate for its senatorial nom

ination, thus assuring it a head for its ticket of

whose democracy there is no question. For a num

ber of important places on the Democratic ticket

there are democratic candidates to be found. For

Trustee of Illinois University no better selection

could be made than Mrs. Estella Burley Griffin.

For State Superintendent of Public Instruction

two of the six candidates deserve consideration on

the part of Democratic voters, and since there is

but one to be selected, there is no danger of both

being lost in the division. Caroline Grote

of the Western Illinois State Normal School is well

fitted for the position. She has had many years'

experience as a teacher. From the standpoint of

political expediency the fact will have weight that

as the nominee for the same position in 1906 she

received 27,507 more votes than the head of the

ticket. Robert C. Moore of Carlinville is the other

candidate whose democracy and teaching experi

ence entitle him to consideration. For Congrcss-

man-at-large Henry Hogan deserves support. In

the Seventh Congressional District, Frank Bu

chanan should, as a matter of course, be renomina

ted and re-elected ; in the Second District the can

didacy of Leon Hornstein deserves consideration.

For State Representative it is very desirable that

Harold V. Amberg be nominated in the Thirty-

first District and Michael L. Igoe in the Fifth. In

Chicago Daniel L. Cruice, candidate for County

Judge, needs no guarantee of his sound democracy

and fitness for the position, and the same is true

of Thomas G. McElligott, Clerk of the Appellate

Court and candidate for re-nomination, and of

Nellie Carlin and Michael E. Maher, candidates

for judgeships of the Municipal Court. On the

Republican ticket Harold C. Kessinger is a candi

date in the Fourteenth District for State Repre

sentative and his presence in the legislature would

be desirable. s D
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Wallace Burch.

Ohio's fundamental democrats have lost a splen

did co-worker, and genuine democracy an energetic


