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e oguality to emable others o ses what he had

& T
P Ll

an e
Wimssl seen and felt.  Many pevsons have indieted the
prezent sysiem. Bul what enshicd Bellamy's books to cir-

andz wag that his indict-

sotting forth what was
result I8 # senee of the terrible gulf be-
wihip pped winb in oachual

elate by the hundreds of thovs
ment opersted through imaginatisn s

from which the above
tement of the principie

int of view, underlies
¥ aystern.  The sym-
-{,ie ‘fmt things, physical
man heings,  From
ihe eonelusion that
aited ownership of

app noxt o o
Yin, he zives a
‘r‘n'cm intailect
:»E the present
m the sound

o the mouth
4 pinrks off his

. “But thm vaew"

EDWARD BELLAM?

5

from the unequal distribution of mstenal thmg:s in ®- o
world where everybody absolutely depends for life. and alf’ :
its uses on their share of those things”. In thie simple
sentence, Bellamy has given the unanswerable teply to
those moralists who unwittingly defend the existing order.

hy making & sharp separation between the material on

one side and the ethical and ideal on the other. Beillamy's
communism rests on an ethical base rather than upon a
view that is sometimes called “scientific” becanse of its
abstraction from considerstions of human well-being. But

his ethical principle always takes cognizance of the de-
pendence of human life and its supreme values upon equal
sccess to and control over material things. In doing that,

it malkes ample place for all the factors that “scientific”
communists have emphasized, regarding the politienl and
social power that is exercised by economie relations of
production and distributien,

His Faith in Democrdey

Bellamy was an American and a New Englander in
more than a geographical sense. He was imbued with &
religious {aith in the democratic ideal. But for that very
reason he saw through the sham and pretence that exists
or can exist in the present economic system. I could fill

"pag,es thh quotations—inwhich~he-exposeshis-prefound-
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wuteeracy. e wng far from betispr the sriginuntor of this
idea,  Iimt what distinguishen ellomy s the clear ardor
with whivh he grasped the human meaning of demoeracy
as an Blea of eguality and Hberty, and portrayed the com-

fretion 1 system
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and the readizalion of

LD auY prosent economic

£ ar canindiny and lberty, No one
has earrie the iden that cquulity is obtuinable
anly by complete equslity of ineome more fully than Hel-
Lumy.  Apuin, what distinguishes him s that he derives
hix zeal and bis insight frem deveiion to the American
ideai of democracy.,
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woemerpence of brusitsy and the facl that
won would result in the organization and
S dnber, while the final ouicone would he o
meniely cemimunist in nature. The mwsk obwvi-
vus peint of coniyast b found in Bellsmy's convietion that
tie roevoluiton would be essentially peaceful tn nature, He
imaginel that by the end of ithe nineteenth century lhe
trust moverment would have resulted i Lhe praetical eon-
solidation of the culire capital of the nation, so thai Lhe
“ogieal’ next step in evolution would Lo its nationaliza-
tion aned selininistration for the benefib of the people,
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ninns ambiguous.  The administrative
a large part in Bellamy’s theory, On
: i no “witheving away of the state”,
At the same time, in view of Marx’s definition of the
slate as the agent of délass domination, it may be thit the
difference is more verbal than real For Bellamy's admin-
istrative government is certainly the expression of a class-
fess society.

The Opposite of Regimentation

I wish thot those who eoncoive that the abolition of
prive’

pital upd of encrgy expended for profit signify
egimentating of life and the abolition alo of
1 choive and all emulalion.
" Bellamy’s picture of a g

would read with an
cialized economy, It
t he exposss with extraovdivary vigor

the restrietion upon liberty that the present
mses but-that he pietures how socialized indus-
vnanes would release and further all those pep-
; privale types of choice of occupation and use

“that men and women actually most prize today,
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ing the atmosphere of hope.
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His picture of a reign of brotherly love may be over-
drawn.  But the same cannot be said of his necount of
freedom in personal life cutside of the imperative de-
mand for the amount of work neeessary to nravid.
the upkeep of social capital. In an ineidental chapter on
the present servility Lo fashien he brings out the under-
lying prineiple, “Equality ereates an atmosphere which
kills imitati-(m, and is pregnant with originality, Tar every-
one acls out himself, having nothing to gain by fmitating
anyone else”. It ix the present system that promotes uni-
formity, standardization and rogimentaion.

for

From the standpoint of their immediagte task in Europe,
Marx and Lenin may have been right in being chury of
prognosis of the future classless societyv, It seemed Lo
them part of a hated “idealism” to indulge In imagrinative
picturization.  But the value of Judging the present in
terms of imagination of what is possible in the Future,
nowhere appears more clearly than in Bellamy'’s aceount
of private life and the dircction that emulation takes
wider a system of socialized production and distribution.

However, even with respect to the latter, he exhibits a
good deal of prescicnce. There iy little in Technoeracy’s
picture of a possible future that is hot foreshadowed by
Bellimy—even to the amount of personal income that
would be available. While he was wise in not going into.
dutail, ke foresaw an enormous increase in productivity
by means of power, and a consequent release from the
onerous forms of labor. Yet his interest is in the psy-
chological emancipation that will result more than in the
materinl  mechanism, clearly though he sketches niam
features of the working structure of the latter. Nothing
is further from the iruth than the criticism  often ad-
vanced that he pictares simply a millenium of materia’
case and comfort,

It is not surprising that during the present bankruptey
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LoTLT domn cownlituly thive i o mpread wuebvel of Lae
terest in Bellamy. It is an American communism that he
depicts, and his appenl conles Iargely from the fact thas
he sces in it the necessary means of realizing the demo-
cratic -ideal. Limitations of space compel me to pass by
in silence a muliitude of interesting points, but I hope
that what I have said will lead some to consult his “Equal-
ity ewhich is more thorough than the more popular
“Looking Backward”, as he himseclf intended. The chaplers
o *he “Suicide of the Profit Svstem” and “The Purabie
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of the Water Tank” are priceless—and not in its slang
sense.  The chapter on “What Started the Revolution”
and its sequel are extraordinary summaries of contem-
porary history. It is encouraging to know that Bellamy
Sucietics are starting almost spontancously, but with the
aid of a ceatrul organization, all over the counlry. It js
& good omen and [ do not believe that a mirage of Dros-
perity will again bring about the eclipse of Bellamy’s
teachings that. oceurred in the post-war period. In this
country the problem of industrial socialization is much
imore of a psychological problem than, it seems to me, it
is in any Eurepean country, The worth of Bellamy's
books in effecting a translation of the ideas of democracy
into cconomic terms is incalenlable, What “Upele Tom’s
Cabin” wag to the anii- avery miovement Bellamy's book
maiy well be to the shaping of popular opinion for a new
social order. Moreover theye is one difference. Bellamy’s
work is definitely constructive, While it is filled wif?
fundamental ecriticisms of the present anarchy (which t
demands of lznguage have compelled me to refer te
times as an order or system!) there is ng tinge of bi
ness in it It aceords with American psychology inb
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